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FRIENDS AND FAMILY REMEMBER CHRISTINA ON FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 



THE family of Christina Edkins were join¬ 
ing pupils and teachers at her school in 
Halesowen for a minute’s silence on the 
fifth anniversary of her death this week. 

The teenager was stabbed by paranoid 
schizophrenic Philip Simelane on the top 
deck of a bus in Birmingham while on her 
way from Ladywood to Leasowes High 
School. Simelane, a paranoid schizophrenic, 
had been released from prison under no su¬ 
pervision just months prior to the attack. 

Failings by the NHS and Ministry of Jus¬ 
tice have since been highlighted. 

At 11am yesterday (Wednesday) Christi¬ 
na’s family were joining pupils and teach¬ 
ers at Leasowes High School for a minute’s 
silence in her memory. Flowers were being 


laid by her parents Jason and Kathleen at 
a memorial stone at the school. The fam¬ 
ily were also to visit Birmingham Cathe¬ 
dral, where Christina’s funeral was held, 
for prayers. Sixteen-year-old Christina had 
hoped to become a nurse. 

Her great uncle Chris Melia said: “It is an 
emotional day for the family who had their 
lives ripped apart on this day five years 
ago.” 

Simelane, 23, who had a history of men¬ 
tal health problems, was detained under 
the Mental Health Act after pleading guilty 
to manslaughter in 2013. An independent 
report published last year found major fail¬ 
ings across the NHS and prison service over 
the handling of Simelane. The investigation 


by Niche Health and Social Care Consulting 
said the attack, although preventable, was 
not predictable. It gave a list of 25 improve¬ 
ments to be carried out by agencies. 

Christina’s family fear ‘very few lessons’ 
have been learned and say they are still 
waiting to hear what improvements have 
been made. 

Simelane had not been re-assessed for 
admission to a psychiatric hospital despite 
a request from a specialist registrar. Five 
months later he carried out the killing. 

Mr Melia said: “If the registrar had been 
listened to, Christina would have been at 
university. It is facts like this which haunt 
the family.” 

• Lessons not learned - page 3 


Plea for cameras to keep watch after incident 

CCTV CALI TO 

COMBAT CRIME 


CALLS have been made to install CCTV in Halesowen 
town centre in a bid to reduce crime. 

The Halesowen Business Improvement District (BID), a community 
group run by traders, is spearheading the campaign. 

The call follows an incident in Halesowen town centre when police were called to reports 
of a stabbing. Police were alerted at 7.25pm on Friday to reports of a disorder and ambu¬ 
lance crews also attended but officers did not find anyone injured. 

West Midlands Ambulance Service spokesman Claire Brown said: “We were called just 
before 7.30pm to reports of an assault outside The William Shenstone on Queensway. One 


ambulance attended but there was no sign 
of a patient at the scene.” 

Staff at The William Shenstone pub said 
they gave first aid to an injured member of 
the public and called the police. 

Chairman of Halesowen BID Wayne Ed¬ 
wards said: “Incidents like this are a huge 
concern for traders and businesses in our 
town. 

Solutions 

“The Halesowen BID is working to im¬ 
prove security measures and cooperate 
with businesses to find solutions to put an 
end to this kind of criminal activity. 

“We’re keen for anyone who wishes to 
support our campaign for the installation 
of CCTV cameras to get in touch.” 

The call for CCTV comes after Hale¬ 
sowen Chronicle reported a crimewave was 
hitting the town and last week motorists 
were warned by police to remove valuables 
from cars following a spike in thefts from 
vehicles in the town. 


Report by Jamie Brassington 


The Halesowen BID has already outlined 
plans to install a radio network for traders 
so they can warn each other and police if 
thieves are active in the town’s shops. 

The move for CCTV has been welcomed 
by Halesowen North ward councillor Hilary 
Bills, who said: “I support this call. I think 
having CCTV will make people feel safer 
going into town.” 

Councillor Bills has previously pointed to 
fewer police due to Government spending 
cuts for a rise in crime in Halesowen. 

Police revealed at a community forum 
meeting that crime had risen 14 per cent in 
the town. 

Meanwhile, new figures show most crime 
is increasing across the borough and the 
Black Country has been shocked by a spate 
of stabbings. 

• 2,000 crimes - page 3 


Meet new Miss Black Country 



Alexandra Darby (centre) with runners up Emma Pollard (right) and Lauren Hollins. Picture by Kev Wise. 

A NEW Miss Black Country has been crowned - and sash at the Copthorne Hotel in Brierley Hill, 
she is Alexandra Darby, from Rowley Regis, and is She will now go through to the prestigious Miss 
seen above with her trophy, alongside runners-up England finals in August. The 22-year-old singer, 
Lauren Hollins and Emma Pollard. who performs as a Taylor Swift tribute act, said: 

Alexandra has been named the winner of this “I’m so excited and overwhelmed.” 
year’s contest and was awarded the coveted tiara • Out of this world entrance - page 14 


POLICE 

Stab victim found 
on steps of hotel 

A MAN was left seriously injured on the 
steps of a Dudley hotel after being stabbed 
in broad daylight. 

The 24-year-old was taken to hospital 
after being attacked outside The Village 
Hotel in Dudley at the weekend. 

Police were called to the scene at around 
11.30am on Sunday. 

The victim suffered life-changing injuries 
in the incident off Birmingham Road but he 
is expected to survive, said police. 

It is the latest in a spate of knife attacks 
in the Black Country, which included a 
20-year-old man being attacked outside 
a restaurant at nearby Castle Gate last 
month. 

EVENT 

Summerfest pop 
line-up announced 

R&B star Lemar, plus The X Factor’s 
Matt Terry and duo Reggie ‘n’ Bollie 
have been announced for Summerfest 
at Himley Hall, a concert in aid of Mary 
Stevens Hospice. 

The event, hosted by Signal 107, is 
to take place on July 15. ‘Early bird’ 
tickets are being offered. See maryst 
evenshopsice.co.uk or call (01384) 
377778. 

• Music festival - page 15 


FOOTBALL 

Ex-Baggie Hughes 
signs on at Yeltz 

FORMER West Bromwich Albion striker 
Lee Hughes has joined Halesowen Town. 

The 41-year-old Smethwick-born striker 
enjoyed two spells with Baggies, scoring 
99 goals, after making his name with Kid¬ 
derminster Harriers. 

He was most recently the player/joint 
manager at Worcester City. 

• Full story - back page 
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Jordans Solicitors 

we offer, Conveyancing 
both Residential and 
Commercial, Wills and 
Probate, Powers of Attorney 
& Family Law... 


If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm 
Monday to Friday are not very convenient 
for you we can offer Thursday evening and 
Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
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Trainee GP is cleared of assaults 



Amirul Hague - acquitted 


A TRAINEE GP has been cleared of 
sexually assaulting five patients in 10 
days during a temporary posting at a 
Black Country surgery. 

Amirul Haque was only a few weeks 
into a four-month placement at the 
Dudley practice when the allegations 
were made and police alerted, Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court was told. 

The 33-year-old said: “I am relieved 
by the verdict, and thankful to my fam¬ 
ily and friends for their continued sup¬ 
port. I look forward to rebuilding my 
life and the opportunity of returning to 
practice in the future.” 


He was accused of thrusting his groin 
into the back of patients and unnec¬ 
essarily placing his hands inside un¬ 
derwear and exposing breasts during 
consultations. 

But the doctor suggested there may 
have been collusion between the five 
women and their complaints had not 
been made independently of each other. 
A post referring to the doctor’s alleged 
behaviour had been put on Facebook 
before any patient had made an official 
complaint, the jury were told. 

The defence suggested it would be 
reasonable to infer there may have 


been collusion between some or all of 
the women. 

Judge Amjad Nawaz told the jury that 
to convict they had to be sure that each 
complainant was acting independently 
without their evidence being ‘contami¬ 
nated’ by that of any of others. 

The defendant was nearing the end of 
his formal training following five years 
at medical school when he arrived at the 
Dudley practice. 

The jury acquitted Dr Haque, from 
Ladypool Road, Balsall Common, of five 
charges of sexual assault. 

Costs will be paid out of public funds. 


Killer husband's fatal 
overdose in prison cell 


A MAN who murdered his wife 
with a hammer in Netherton was 
found dead in his prison cell af¬ 
ter overdosing on medication 
prescribed for a shoulder injury, 
a report has revealed. 

Paul Abbott, 57,was handed a life 
sentence in July 2016 after he admit¬ 
ted to killing his wife Jackie, 54. 

The attack in December 2015 saw Abbott 
strike his wife of 
28 years, Jackie, 
at least 16 times 
with a hammer 
at their home in 
Lodge Crescent. 

The killer was 
found dead at 
HMP Long Lartin 
in Worcestershire 
exactly a year on 
from the attack. 

His death 
sparked an inde¬ 
pendent investigation by the Prisons and 
Probation Ombudsman (PPO) - which 
concluded: “We consider that it would 
have been difficult for staff at Long Lartin 
to have foreseen or prevented his death.” 

The investigation found Abbott over¬ 
dosed on the anti-inflammatory medication 
Naproxen which he was initially prescribed 
for a shoulder injury. He died after com¬ 
plications. 

The PPO report stated: “There was little 
indication at Long Lartin that Mr Abbott 
was at a raised risk of suicide or self-harm 
in the days before his death, and it would 
have been difficult for staff to have reason¬ 
ably predicted his actions. Although Mr Ab¬ 
bott gave away a number of his belongings 
the night before he was found dead in his 
cell, staff were unaware of this, prisoners 
thought it was an act of generosity.” 

Staff attempted CPR but were not able 
to save him. A jury at Worcestershire Cor¬ 
oner’s Court in February concluded his 
death was suicide. 



Paul Abbott - suicide 


Purple praise hope for hospital hotline 



Kam Dhami, director of governance, talks about the Purple Points initiative with patient Peter Broome 

A HOSPITAL hotline has been in- link directly to a team of advisors, comes after a survey was conducted 
troduced at a West Midlands trust The aim is to address concerns by Healthwatch Sandwell, a health 
to respond to concerns inpatients quickly, before the patient is dis- watchdog, which found patients 
or their loved ones may have about charged. wanted concerns resolved in a more 

care. The phones can also be used timely approach. 

New Purple Points have been to compliment staff for the care The phone line will be manned 
installed outside ward areas at they’ve given. between 9am and 9pm every day. 

Sandwell, City and Rowley Regis The move by Sandwell and West There are numbers for non-English 
hospitals, which have phones that Birmingham Hospitals NHS Trust speakers also. 


'Abuse' of 
site's free 
car park will 
mean fines 

CAMERAS have been installed at a re¬ 
tail park in a bid to clamp down on driv¬ 
ers ‘abusing’ its car park. 

Shoppers have been warned they will 
be hit with fines if they over stay at Old¬ 
bury Green Retail Park. 

Automatic Number Plate Recognition 
cameras will now track when vehicles 
enter the retail park with those who 
stay longer than three hours hit with 
penalties. 

The action has been taken because 
shopping centre bosses say motorists 
have been routinely staying longer than 
the three hours allowed. 

Parking will continue to be free at the 
retail park off Oldbury Ringway, which 
has major stores including Argos and 
Next, but the cameras will monitor how 
long vehicles stay. 

Bosses took action after growing frus¬ 
trated with those who leave their cars at 
the centre, which has around 650 spaces, 
for hours and so deny spaces to shop¬ 
pers. Signs will go up warning visitors 
that they will face fines if they overstay 
the parking limit. 

The system will be run by Parking Eye 
on behalf of Workman, which manages 
Oldbury Green. Parking Eye stated: 
“The proposal seeks to provide manage¬ 
ment of the existing car park to reduce 
car park abuse and ensure that spaces 
are available for genuine site users.” 

Have a say over 
travellers' site 

A CONSULTATION has been launched 
asking for the views of residents living 
nearby to a planned travellers’ site in 
Coseley. 

Dudley Council has submitted a plan¬ 
ning application for the transit site to 
be built on Budden Road, after bosses 
approved proposals last month. Now 
residents living nearby are being given 
the chance to have their say, with the 
consultation running until March 24. 

Council leader Patrick Harley said: 
“We want to put a stop to unauthor¬ 
ised camps. We believe that the Budden 
Road land is best placed to accommodate 
a temporary travellers transit site.” To 
take part search for reference ‘P18/0281’ 
on the planning section of the council 
website, or write to Place Directorate, 4 
Ednam Road, Dudley, DY1 1HL. 


Care apartments OK 

AN extra care development featuring 90 
apartments designed for elderly people 
has been given the go-ahead in Rowley 
Regis. 

The facility will be built on a 9,000 sq 
m site at Moor Lane, after it was backed 
by Sandwell Council planners. 
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Great Spring Offer! 



Levington Organic Blend Farmyard Manure 50 litre 


Our 2018 Catalogue is Full of Offers 
Call or Email For Your FREE Copy 


FREE Delivery To Your Door! 
Call Paul on 01562 741820 
or mobile 07704 346506 
gardensuppliesdirect@blueyonder.co.uk 
www.paulsgardensupplies.co.uk 



BEINGS 


Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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A home visit at a convenient i 

For information and appointrmm alf m 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship Trusts 
Goodwills also offer probate services 
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Footworks Chiropody 

Keeping you one step ahead... 

. Ingrown Toe Nails Treated 
. Toe Nail Cutting and Trimming 
. Diabetic Foot Care 
. General Foot Care 
. Callus Reduction 

HCPC Registered & Foot Healthcare 
Practitioners 

ft 


Home Visits Available 


01384 413444 

201 - 203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, B64 6HE 












































































Council give 
£200k loan 
for college 
of music 

COUNCIL bosses have agreed to step 
in and provide £200,000 for a new 
music college which has been threat¬ 
ened by funding issues. 

The £31 million music institute is 
expected to open three years later 
than planned at The Waterfront in 
Brierley Hill in 2020. 

Dudley Council was approached to 
provide a £200,000 loan as a fall back 
option ‘should alternative funding 
currently being investigated not ma¬ 
terialise’. 

The institute, to become the Black 
Country’s music college, was origi¬ 
nally due to open in September 2017 
but chiefs said its opening has been 
pushed back amid funding issues. 

Brierley Hill councillor Zafar Islam 
said: “I hope the music institute will 
benefit not only Brierley Hill but the 
whole of the borough.” 

The college’s backers are still seek¬ 
ing funding for the ‘Resonance’ pro¬ 
ject at The Waterfront, expected to 
create at least 43 jobs, with council 
bosses asked to stump up a £200,000 
‘bridging loan’ by next January 
‘should alternative funding currently 
being investigated not materialise’. 

Phases 

David Barnard, co-director of Res¬ 
onance, said: “There has been a very 
detailed due diligence process in 
terms of the funding but stars are 
beginning to align. We see Resonance 
launching in two phases. The first is 
the community phase and this will 
include staff recruitment activities 
in the community. The second phase 
will be the student intake and that is 
planned for 2020.” 

Meanwhile, a specialist music 
school is due be built in West Brom¬ 
wich by 2020. 

The new site will be run as a free 
school and, though it will specialise 
in music, it will also offer the usual 
curriculum. It will be run by the City 
of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra. 

It is planned to open a year after a 
new secondary chool at Kelvin Way, 
which will be built on playing fields 
next to the M5 and will create 750 
places. A sponsor will be brought on 
board to run the school at Kelvin Way. 

There are also existing proposals in 
Sandwell to expand Q3 Academy in 
Langley, Ormiston Academy in Tiv- 
idale and the RSA Academy in Tipton. 


Wine weekend 

THE Birmingham Wine Weekend will 
involve 21 venues across the city from 
March 23 to 25, and features wines 
from around the world. 

A wristband will enable people 
to taste wines and get discounts on 
various events. See birmingham 
wineweekend.co.uk for details. 


Concern as borough 



Halesowen Councillor David Vickers 


VEHICLE thefts in Dudley have in¬ 
creased more than a quarter in a year, 
while crime across the borough is up 
13.6 per cent. 

Dudley has seen recorded crime 
rise from 18,219 in 2016 to 20,700 
last year. There have also been big in¬ 
creases in stolen vehicles, theft from 
vehicles and violent crime. 

Halesowen Councillor David Vick¬ 
ers, who served as a police officer for 
28 years, believes the true crime fig¬ 
ures could even be worse. 

“What I’m concerned about is the 
number of crimes not recorded which 


hit by 2,000 crimes 


means the situation could be worse,” 
he said. “Looking at the figures now, 
yes the force is facing a challenging 
time with a cut in officers, which inev¬ 
itably leads to an increase in crime.” 

The figures show in Dudley the rate 
of theft of vehicles has gone up 38.6 
per cent, theft from vehicles 18.2 per 
cent and violent crime 18.3 per cent. 
Robbery has gone up 6.3 per cent. 
Burglary has gone down 3.4 per cent. 

West Midlands Police and Crime 
Commissioner David Jamieson said: 
“It is very concerning that crime is 
rising across the country and in the 


West Midlands too. Crime in the area 
is still below the national average, but 
that is of little comfort if you are a vic¬ 
tim. That is why I am continuing to 
drive efficiencies, reduce bureaucracy 
to enable police to focus on what the 
public want them to - tackling crime.” 

Mr Jamieson said he recognised 
the large increase in vehicle crime. 
He added: “I have ensured the West 
Midlands Police prioritise this crime, 
by tackling the chop shops, focussing 
on the identification and targeting of 
those premises used to dismantle sto¬ 
len cars.” 


Family fear lessons 
have not been learned 


WHEN 16-year-old Christina Edkins 
left home for school, she kissed her 
family and went to catch the number 9 
bus from Ladywood to Halesowen. 

But the much-loved teenager who had plans to 
go to university and then become a nurse would 
never return. 

At just before 8am paranoid schizophrenic Philip 
Simelane, who was travelling on the same bus, 
fatally stabbed her in a motiveless attack. Simel¬ 
ane had been released from prison less than three 
months earlier and, despite a history of mental 
health problems, was left unsupervised and home¬ 
less with just £46 in his pocket. 

An independent report by Niche Health and So¬ 
cial Care Consulting uncovered failures by the NHS 
and prison service. These included not re-assessing 
Simelane for admission to a psychiatric hospital de¬ 
spite a request from a forensic specialist registrar. 

The investigation found Christina’s death was 
preventable, but was not predictable. The family 
have always challenged this. Five years since Chris¬ 
tina’s death her family say they still are waiting to 
hear what improvements have been made. 

Warnings 

Her great uncle Chris Melia said: “There were 
warnings over him and then opportunities missed. 
Until people accept there was individual culpability 
there will never be much progress.” 

The investigation gave a plan with 25 recom¬ 
mended actions to be taken by the NHS, Ministry 
of Justice and partnering agencies. It revealed a cry 
for help from Simelane’s mother was ignored, pro¬ 
fessionals had not identified his risk of violence and 
agencies lost trace of him on release from prison. 

A ‘lessons learned’ event was held by the NHS in 
September. The family were promised a report on 
the event but none has arrived. 

Knife bins were introduced by the police with the 
family’s support. Mr Melia was happy with legisla¬ 
tion from the Government in 2015 which meant 
anyone caught in possession with a knife for a sec¬ 
ond time received a prison sentence. 

Following a spate of stabbings in the region, 
Mr Melia supports a campaign by The Chronicle’s 
sister newspaper the Express & Star for anyone 
caught with a knife on the first occasion to be given 
a mandatory prison sentence. 



Christina Edkins’ parents Jason and Kathy at Wednesday’s memorial service in Halesowen 



Christina Edkins, 16, died five years ago Christina’s great uncle Chris Melia with his wife Kay 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Fire treated as 
arson, say police 

A BLAZE that badly damaged a flat 
in Brierley Hill’s High Street is being 
treated as arson, say police. 

Crews from Brierley Hill and Stour¬ 
bridge responded to a call shortly after 
lam on Saturday to the unoccupied 
flat in a three-storey block. 

Two neighbours had left the build¬ 
ing by the time firefighters entered 
the property, using two hose-reel jets 
to extinguish a burning mattress. 

Officers from West Midlands Police 
were called to assist with the sus¬ 
pected arson attack. No injuries were 
reported. 

Fire crews left the scene shortly be¬ 
fore 3am. 

Record half-term 
figures at the zoo 

DUDLEY Zoo enjoyed a record Febru¬ 
ary half-term attendance. 

The tourist attraction on Castle Hill 
saw 15,612 visitors go through the 
gates - more than double the number 
last February half-term when 6,528 
made a visit. 

Zoo director Derek Grove said: 
“This has been the best February half- 
term I can remember, it’s been incred¬ 
ible. Some of our daily figures during 
the week were comparable to a good 
day in August, which is amazing. 

“People definitely made the most of 
the dry weather.” 

Cocaine criminals 
hit in the wallet 

CROOKS convicted in a multi-million 
pound cocaine racket, which involved 
drug dealers in Kingswinford and 
London-based Albanian gangsters, 
have been ordered to pay back more 
than £147,000. 

Eight of the 14 criminals, who were 
last year jailed for a total of more than 
100 years, have been forced to hand 
back some of the cash gathered from 
their criminal enterprise. 

Much of the illegal activity hap¬ 
pened within a half mile radius of 
Stallings Lane, Kingswinford, near 
the homes of some gang members. 

MP gets debate on 
HMRC tax office axe 

CONTROVERSIAL plans to close 
HMRC offices at Brierley Hill were 
due to be debated in Parliament this 
week. 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin has 
urged Work and Pensions Secretary 
Esther McVey to rethink proposals 
that put the jobs at risk of 250 civil 
servants at the HMRC’s tax credits 
office at the Waterfront. He secured a 
Parliamentary debate on the issue for 
last night (Wednesday). 
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«King Ed's in 
talks to take 
on town hall 



An event at Stoubridge Town Hall 


A STOURBRIDGE sixth form college 
has launched a bid to run the town 
hall and has held ‘advanced talks’ 
with Dudley Council. 

King Edward VI College, estab¬ 
lished in Stourbridge in 1552, wants 
to use the site for community events 
and as extra space for some activities. 

College principal Remley Mann 
said: “This is good news for the town 
and good news for the college. Our 
plans are to preserve the current 
usage of the town hall providing an 
invaluable public building for the use 
of the community, as well as giving 
the college extra space for some of our 
activities. 

“The college has played a key role 
in the community for over 500 years, 
so we are honoured to be guardians 
of this important building to secure 
its future as a focal point for the local 
community.” 

Under proposals, Dudley Council 
will make the hall, which opened in 
1887, available under community 
asset transfer powers - enabling coun¬ 
cils to transfer council-owned build¬ 
ings to not-for-profit entities. 

Councillor Ian Kettle, cabinet 
member for regeneration, said: 
“Stourbridge Town Hall is already a 
successful and popular venue and we 
believe, under the management of the 
college, it will continue to be enjoyed 
for generations to come.” 


Campaign launched to help student after crash 

£l0k target for bike 
rider paralysed in fall 


A CAMPAIGN to support a 
young mountain biker from 
Brierley Hill who was paralysed 
after falling from his bike has 
raised almost £10,000 in less 
than a week. 

Peter Lloyd, aged 21, broke his neck 
in August last year and has been left 
paralysed from the neck down. 

Peter, who is a student at Heriot-Watt 
University in Edinburgh, was a talented 
rider who had previously won podium 
places in a number of races. 

The crash happened on the last 100 me¬ 
tres of a trail ride. He shattered a vertebra 
landing on his head. 

Rallied 

He then spent seven weeks in intensive 
care in Edinburgh before being trans¬ 
ferred to the National Spinal Injuries 
Unit at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in 
Glasgow. 

Now the mountain bike community has 
rallied behind a campaign to help Peter, 
raising £9,425 in less than a week. 

Peter said: “I’m paralysed from the 
neck down now and use my chin to control 
my wheelchair. 

“I still plan to live as well as my con¬ 
dition allows, along with my incredibly 
strong and supportive fiancee. 

“I’m so thankful that I didn’t suffer a 
head injury, so am still the same person I 
have always been.” 

Fellow mountain biker Ben Mills 
launched the appeal on crowd funding 



Peter Lloyd on his bike. He shattered a vertebra and landed on his head after the fall 


page JustGiving to support Peter’s recov¬ 
ery and rehabilitation. Peter hopes to use 
the money for physiotherapy in America, 
as well as an adapted wheelchair. 

He added: “Thank you so much to 
everybody for their very kind donations. 
In the future, I hope to use the funds to 
travel to America for intensive physio¬ 
therapy, along with any future clinical 
trials which might improve my condition. 

“My other plans are to get a chin-con- 
trolled off-road wheelchair to allow me to 
go riding with friends - even if it is rather 
different to how it was before - and to buy 


an accessible van so that I can get around 
and also return to university to complete 
my degree in mechanical engineering.” 

Ben said: “Pete is going to need as much 
support, both emotionally and financially, 
as possible as he adapts to the changes he 
has been dealt and goes through rehabil¬ 
itation.” 

He added: “Please dig deep whether 
you are a friend, fellow racer or part of 
the mountain biking community.” 

To support the appeal go to www.just- 
giving.com/crowdfunding/petelloyd-down- 
notout 



A-Levels are 
phased out 
at college 

STOURBRIDGE college is to scrap 
A-levels as part of a shift towards 
more vocational courses. 

Bosses said A-levels in core sub¬ 
jects such as maths and English 
would not be offered after they are 
phased out over the next 18 months. 

Current A-level students would 
not be affected, the college says. 

The college, run by Birmingham 
Metropolitan College (BMet), will 
instead be aiming to ‘develop and 
grow its vocational education offer’ 
as well as expanding its apprentice¬ 
ship programme. 

BMet will be creating a new 
A-level centre of excellence at Sut¬ 
ton Coldfield College as part of the 
shake-up. 

Head of Stourbridge College Gill 
Coldicott said: “We do understand 
there may be some concerns; the 
decision to consolidate our A-level 
offer and to phase-out A-levels 
at the college has not been taken 
lightly and was made after consul¬ 
tation with our staff and students.” 

Students can discuss their options 
with college staff at an event next 
Wednesday, March 14. 

Murder charge on 
death of woman 

A MAN has been charged with mur¬ 
der after a woman was found dead in 
Birmingham. 

Richard Bailey, of Cooksey Lane, 
longstanding, is accused of killing 
33-year-old Charlotte Teeling. 

It is alleged the 40-year-old at¬ 
tacked her at his home on Friday. 
Police said the cause of death had 
not yet been confirmed. Unemployed 
Bailey was arrested during the early 
hours of Saturday. 


DflDCIir PEAR TREE LANE, DUDLEY 

DY20QU* 01384 571 879 

Gas & Electrical Superstore 


OPEN MON-SAT 9.30AM - 6PM • SUNDAY 10.00AM - 4PM 


Cooking 


Laundry 


RANGE COOKERS SINGLE OVENS 


GAS COOKERS 


I 


TUMBLE DRYERS DISHWASHERS 



CHEST 

FREEZERS 



FRIDGE 


FREEZERS 




WASHING 

MACHINES 



Integrated Appliances 


INTEGRATED HOBS INTEGRATED WASHING iMTFRRATFn 

MACHINES FRIDGE * f 

- FREEZERS 




FREE STANDARD 
DELIVERY 

ON PURCHASES OVER £150.00 WITH 
THIS VOUCHER 
VALID UNTIL 

SUNDAY 11TH MARCH 2018 
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WALSALL 

ERDINGTON 

Unit 17-19 

1-41 Sutton Road 

Victorian Arcade WS1 1 RE 

Erdington B23 6QH 

01922 279927 

0121 448 0202 


BIRMINGHAM 

Upper Trinity Street 
Birmingham B9 4EG 
0121 773 6361 


Extended guarantee available • Members of Retra • Pictures for illustration purposes only • Prices subject to availability • Sirius Retailer of the Year 2012 


„ „ “■ www.borshchelectric.co.uk 
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CASH 
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• I4C CARRY 

L Talker 



Best Boneless Sirloins 
or Beef 
Was £7.99lb 
Now £5.99lb 
= £13.20 Kilo 


Best Boneless 
Rib Eyes 
Was £7.991 b 
Now £5.99lb 
= £13.20 Kilo 



Fresh English Carvery 
Lamb Legs 
£3.89lb 
£8.58 Kilo 


Whole Boneless Pork 
Loins r/on or r/off 
£1.991b 
£4.39 Kilo 




L 172-176 High Street, Quarry Bank 

01384 633648 




Doors & Windows Ltd 
Tel: 01902 842706 / 07759 536818 
«wvyw.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
Email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 


Q 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 


French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 


■fi-Zcc Fix™ 

DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 



❖ 28mm Pilkington ‘IC Units 
♦J* Document L Compliant 

❖ Shoot Bolt Locking 
*!• Sight Line Glazing 

❖ Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 


Repairs and Upgrades 
Insurance Work 
Failed Units 
Broken Locks 
Door Panels 
Letter Boxes 
Sticking Doors 
Handles and Mechanisms 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 



White 
Light Oak 
Rosewood 
Woodgrain on White 


PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 


IFENSAI 






















































































Total of five 
facing charges 
after death 

TWO more men face court after being 
charged as part of an investigation 
into the death of a man found stabbed 
in a Dudley flat. 

The body of Jaskaran Kang, 24, 
from Handsworth, was found at a flat 
on Stourbridge Road, on January 6. 

Joshua Campbell, 18, from King 
Edmond Street, Dudley, has been 
charged with murder and conspiracy 
to commit robbery. Tyrone Johnson, 
21, of Malthouse Drive, Dudley, has 
been charged with conspiracy to com¬ 
mit robbery. 

Five people have now been charged 
in connection with Mr Kang’s death. 

The development comes after 
three earlier arrests during the in¬ 
vestigation. Reggie Salmon, 20, from 
Stourbridge Road, Dudley, Dontay 
Ellis, 18, from Central Drive, Lower 
Gornal, and a 17-year-old boy from 
Newcastle-Under-Lyme, who cannot 
be named for legal reasons, have been 
remanded in custody. 

They appeared before Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court on January 17 
charged with Mr Kang’s murder. 

Police are continuing to appeal for 
information and are urging anyone 
to call 101 giving log number 243 of 6 
January. Alternatively Crimestoppers 
can be called anonymously on 0800 
555 111. 


Guest ales at brewery's 
spring beer festival 

A BLACK Country brewery is plan¬ 
ning a four-day spring beer festival 
featuring its own brews and guest 
beers too. 

The event will be held at Fixed 
Wheel Brewery on the Long Lane 
Trading Estate, Blackheath, and will 
run from March 29 to April 1. 

There will also be live music as part 
of the festival highlighting the best 
local ales. 


Killer driver fails in bid to 
get his prison sentence cut 


Orchestra plays for women’s charity 



Alan Blower, John Cartwright, Barry Wheeler, Deborah Slater and Julie Billingham ahead of Halesowen Orchestra’s fundraiser 


CLASSICAL music from three famous 
composers will be performed at a 
fundraiser this month. 

Halesowen Orchestra will be play¬ 
ing Felix Mendelssohn’s Fingals Cave, 
Ludwig van Beethoven’s Symphony 
No 7 and Maria von Weber’s Bassoon 
Concerto. 

The concert will take place at Hale¬ 
sowen’s Cornbow Hall on March 17, 
starting at 7.30pm. 

The event will raise money for Black 


Country Women’s Aid, an independent 
charity which supports survivors of 
domestic abuse and sexual violence in 
the West Midlands. 

Black Country Women’s Aid, for¬ 
merly known as Sandwell Women’s 
Aid, has been running for more than 
30 years and has supported more than 
8,000 people. 

The concert is being held in asso¬ 
ciation with Halesowen and Rowley 
Regis Rotary club. A spokesman for 


the orchestra, which has been run¬ 
ning for more than 30 years, said: “As 
2018 is the year of the bassoon, we are 
delighted to have talented bassoon 
player Richard Tattam as our soloist.” 

Halesowen Orchestra, boasts about 
40 regular players serving Halesowen 
and the west of Birmingham. 

Tickets for this month’s Beethov¬ 
en’s Seventh concert are priced at £10, 
available at the door or by calling 0121 
550 0956. 


A 23-year-old motorist whose dangerous driving in the Black 
Country left a pensioner dead has failed to convince top 
judges to cut his prison term. 

James Mills, aged 23, of School Road, Brierley Hill, was jailed for 
five years and four months at Wolverhampton Crown Court last June. 

He admitted causing the death of Vijaya Mistry, 74, by dangerous driving, 
Mr Justice Green told London’s Appeal Court. Mills was behind the wheel of 
his Ford Focus, which he had modified to increase its power, on February 3 


last year. 

He was driving on the 40mph A4036 
Pedmore Road, Brierley Hill, when he 
hit a Ford Mondeo being driven by the 
victim’s husband. 

The car went into a spin and front 
seat passenger Mrs Mistry, who was 
not wearing a seatbelt, was thrown 
from the car. 

Mills had been racing against a Cit¬ 
roen for 1,000 to 1,500 metres before 
the collision, said the judge. 

Overtaking 

He had been overtaking and un¬ 
dertaking other cars and his average 
speed was estimated at 73mph. 

He accepted that he had ‘been an 
idiot’ and that he and the other driver 
had been ‘playing around’. 

Lawyers for Mills argued that his 
jail term was far too tough and should 
be reduced. As for reasons, they 
pointed to his relative youth, no pre¬ 
vious convictions, prompt confession 
and remorse. 

But Mr Justice Green ruled last 
week that there was nothing mani¬ 
festly excessive or wrong in principle 
about Mills’ punishment. 

Sitting with two other judges, he 
concluded: “We refuse this application 
for permission to appeal.” 

• Stop the Speeders - page 16 


‘Vulnerable 
kids' will be 
hit by cuts 

DUDLEY North MP Ian Austin has 
criticised the Department of Edu¬ 
cation over plans to cut funding for 
young people who have speech, lan¬ 
guage and communication difficulties. 

The contract for Speech Lan¬ 
guage and Communication Needs 
(SLCN) at the Communication 
Trust is set to be cut this year de¬ 
spite Government support for over a 
decade. 

The Labour MP is calling for the 
decision to be reviewed. 

SLCN is one of the most common 
childhood disabilities - affecting an 
estimated one in ten youngsters. 

Mr Austin said: “I’ve always said we 
need to make education and skills our 
number one priority to give young¬ 
sters a first class start in life. 

“This decision by the Government 
could affect some of the most vulnera¬ 
ble kids in the Black Country. ” 
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Valeting Services now 
available to restore all 
your uPVC products. 
Guttering and Driveways | 


valeting available. 


pring and give RYDALE a ring - 


U 


SALE 


Order a conservatory or full 
house of windows and you 
will get a full valeting service 


on your guttering or windows | 
or conservatory totally FREE. 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 

Visit one of the largest : 

conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 

Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 

Repair Service 
Available 






Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 




Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON MARCH INSTALLATIONS 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Low marks 
for school 
that drops 
grading 

A SCHOOL in London has decided that 
giving pupils tangible marks or grades for 
their work is too stressful, and can affect 
their mental health. 

Instead, teachers at Putney High 
School will just give general comments 
about the standard of work. Headmis¬ 
tress Suzie Longstaff says: “Mental health 
and pupil wellbeing have to be central to 
everything we do.” 

Now mental health is a very serious 
issue, and one which is only belatedly 
starting to be given the recognition it de¬ 
serves by the NHS. But I can’t help but 
think that daft ideas such as this trivialise 
the subject, equating the real suffering 
of people with serious problems to kids 
feeling a bit upset by their school report. 

It echoes the outcry from teachers 
when schools minister Nick Gibb recently 
suggested more tests for young children 
would be good for their long-term wellbe¬ 
ing. Not an easy argument, but doesn’t 
he have a point? If kids are drilled in exam 
technique by the ages of seven or eight, 
surely it should be second nature by the 
time they reach their O-levels and A-lev- 
els? Perhaps what the teachers meant 
was preparing more kids for exams was 
not good for their own wellbeing. 

Back at Putney High, staff say replac¬ 
ing tangible marks with comments will 
stop youngsters from competing with 
each other, and take away “bragging 
rights”. From my memories of school, 
youngsters who bragged about exam 
marks got a very swift education in eti¬ 
quette, but that’s another matter. 

The problem is, though that the real 
world is extremely competitive and at 
times brutal. If schools teach kids not to 
compete and not to fret about their ex¬ 
ams, they are setting them up for a real 
shock when they leave school. 

Because when they find themselves 
working for a living they will probably find 
their employers also engage in a bit of 
comment-based feedback. But probably 
not the type they will like to hear. 

nnn 

THAT said, I think if I were at school to¬ 
day I would be feeling extremely stressed 
about World Book Day. Now getting 
youngsters into reading is an excellent 
idea, and anything that makes that more 
fun - particularly for hard-to-reach pupils 
- is to be supported wholeheartedly. 

The problem is, what grown-ups con¬ 
sider fun is not necessarily what children 
do. And I’m not convinced that ordering 
kids to dress up as story-book charac¬ 
ters is enjoyable. In fact, I can’t help but 
think that for the average schoolkid there 
can be few things more humiliating than 
dressing as Charlie Bucket. 


Cosying up to these six nations is really not for us 



Diane Abbott - plenty of time to reflect on 
less ethical migration policies 


Emma Chambers - when she suddenly 
found herself famous, it scared her 




Captain Blackadder - as TV fans will know, 
Mboto Gorge was ‘his battle’ 


Do we really want to 
go the way of EU? 


POETRY among the isobars. I loved one weath¬ 
er forecaster’s turn of phrase on a chilly morning 
this week as the Beast from the East arrived: 
“A pestering of snow showers.” Dylan Thomas 
would have been proud of that. 

WHILE we Brits have been pretending to 
know the difference between “a customs union” 
and “the customs union,” the European Union 
has been busy on the other side of the conti¬ 
nent, cosying up to six nations which hope to 
join the Union by 2025. They are: Macedonia, 
Albania, Serbia, Montenegro, Bosnia-Herzego- 
vina and Kosovo. This wild, unstable and reli¬ 
giously riven region used to be called the Pow¬ 
der Keg of Europe. As I have said right from the 
start of this Brexit business, it is not enough to 
look at where the UK is going. We should also 
be looking very carefully at where the European 
Union is going and ask, do we really want to go 
that way? 

ONE obvious way to halt the sexual objecti¬ 
fying of women in drama is to get more female 
actors, directors and producers in the system. 
Or so you might think. In the Beeb’s new thriller, 
Collateral, the star character is a woman, so are 
two executive producers, and above all so is the 
director, S J Clarkson. And yet the second ep¬ 
isode included a gratuitous nude scene which 
added nothing to the plot and told us little about 
the character. It looked like nothing more than a 
skin-flick moment, designed to attract slavering 
male viewers. This was not feminism’s proudest 
hour. 

I HAD lunch with Emma Chambers back in 
1995 just as fame found her. It was a BBC sea¬ 
son launch in Birmingham. She had attended the 
same event the year before and no-one spoke 


THE BEST OF 
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to her or even recognised her. And then at the 
end of 1994 came the Vicar of Dibley and Alice 
Tinker became the nation’s favourite dimwit. “I 
hate my face,” she told me. “I was convinced I 
didn’t look right at auditions . .. sometimes you 
do wish you’re Kate Moss.” When she sudden¬ 
ly found herself famous, it scared her. “I began 
to start having little panic attacks and finding 
myself hiding behind the Ambrosia tins in Wait- 
rose. People would point and look. One lady 
came over and asked if I really was as stupid 
as I was in Dibley. I told her of course I was.” 
Emma Chambers, who has died terribly early at 
53, was delightful company and one of the most 
modest actors I’ve ever met. 

MORE whimsy in Endeavour (ITV). After last 
week’s episode mentioned the Crossroads Mo¬ 
tel, this week’s made a passing reference to 
Mboto Gorge, one of the battle honours of the 
fictitious South Oxfordshire Light Infantry. As 
Blackadder fans will know, Mboto Gorge was 
the battle in which Captain Blackadder’s troops, 
armed with rifles and machine guns, massacred 
a tribe of pygmies armed with fruit. 

MASSACRES are always good for gun sales. 
After every atrocity in the States, local people 
buy guns to protect themselves. Following the 
Florida school shootings, there’s an even big¬ 
ger bonanza for the firearms industry. Donald 
Trump’s government is considering issuing 
guns to selected school teachers. That’s an¬ 
other one million guns to be purchased. And if 


anyone thinks arming teachers is a good idea, 
let me relate the tale of an old soldier called Jim 
who did National Service in Cyprus and found 
himself caught up in a chase between military 
police and a wanted terrorist. An MP shoved a 
revolver into Jim’s hands with the instructions: 
“If he comes out of that door, shoot him.” Jim 
told me that within a few seconds he was so 
shaky, nauseous and sweaty-handed that he 
could barely hold the gun, let alone aim it. There 
is only one place where heroic loners kill the bad 
guy. The movies. 

OUT for a brisk walk in the Beast from the 
East, I couldn’t help noticing that not a single 
family group we encountered was using mobile 
phones. Instead, muffled against the Siberian 
blast, folk were chatting - just like families used 
to do. All the dazzling technology of tablets and 
smartphones is no use if you’re wearing big 
thick mittens. 

DIANE Abbott, a great believer in free move¬ 
ment of people, says her party will produce ‘im¬ 
migration policies that meet the test of being 
firmly located in Labour’s values’. This is good 
news. But then Ms Abbott has had plenty of 
time to reflect on less ethical migration policies. 
Back in the 1970s she famously spent a roman¬ 
tic holiday with her boyfriend Jeremy Corbyn in 
communist East Germany. Why they chose that 
particular hell-hole (sorry, ‘workers’ paradise’) 
for a tryst is anyone’s guess but she will have 
seen first-hand a regime where border con¬ 
trols were based on fences and landmines and 
where anyone trying to flee was shot to death. 
Freedom of movement, comrades? Only if you 
can outrun the guard dogs. 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

Those two 
words that 
can speak 
volumes 

Just two short words seem to be trip¬ 
ping up so many of us these days. Eight 
letters which could, as Diana Ross in¬ 
formed us, make this world a better 
place. 

Thank you. That’s all it takes. Thank 
you. 

How many times have you held a door 
open or stepped aside to let someone 
past, only to be thanked with a muted 
grunt, nod or even nothing at all? 

Yet it takes very little effort to simply 
thank someone for even the tiniest of 
gestures. 

And it’s not just a matter of face-to- 
face gratitude. When was the last time 
you wrote to express your appreciation 
of the service you have experienced in a 
restaurant, at a sporting event or while on 
holiday? 

I know someone who goes to a sum¬ 
mer music festival every year and after¬ 
wards without fail writes to the promoter 
to say how much they have enjoyed the 
entertainment, much of it performed for 
free. 

Invariably the promoter replies to say 
that my friend’s letter is the first non-busi¬ 
ness correspondence they have received 
that year and how much it means to the 
festival team and the musicians them¬ 
selves. 

Furthermore, some of the most heart¬ 
felt letters sent to newspapers are those, 
often handwritten, from people who have 
been in hospital and wish to thank the 
medical staff for their exemplary treat¬ 
ment. 

So why do we find it so difficult to 
come out with those two simple words, 
particularly in this era of emails and social 
media? 

Perhaps it’s because after only a few 
years of the internet, we take far too 
much for granted, and instead find it far 
too easy to complain about, well, just 
about anything. 

But going back to that door-holding 
scenario, I often imagine an exchange 
that would ensue if I was not thanked. It 
goes something like this: 

Me - “You’re welcome”. 

Other person - “I beg your pardon?”. 

Me - “Oh, I’m sorry, I thought you said 
‘Thank you’.” 

Other person - “I haven’t got a clue 
what you’re talking about”. 

Me - “Not to worry, have a good day”. 

Other person - “Weirdo!”. 

I ask you, is it worth it? Probably not 
but if we all kept those two short words 
to hand, maybe the world might be a less 
fraught place. 

Will you give it a go? Thank you. 

STEVE PARLETT 


BETTA BUILDINGS 


SHEDS • GARAGES • GARDEN ROOMS • LOG CABINS 


The Dalbury 

Garden Room 



Free Laminate Flooring |»- 
& External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2600 


Wooden 
Sheds 



Delivered & Fitted 
from £274 


• Old Buildings Removed 


• Base Laying Service 

• Free Quotations 


Show site (open 7 days): 

Tildasley Street,West Bromwich B70 9SJ 


Summer 

Houses 



Delivered & Fitted 

from £599 



Delivered & Fitted 
from £1657 


• Made to Measure 

• Lined and Insulated Options 


• Huge Range 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


0121 

553 4682 


QUALITY 

KITCHEN 

FACELIFTS 


why repU?oe whew 
you. caw reffl&e? 


A fresh approach 
to a new kitchen 



Trusted reputation 

Made to measure 
custom-built doors 
and units 

Door swaps to full 
kitchens - tailored 
to your needs 


Call Now For a Free Estimate 

01384 467594 

dy@dreamdoors.co.uk 

www.dreamdoors.co.uk 

26 Lower High Street, Stourbridge, DY8 1TA 


Proud members of 

ChMktfi 
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Beat the crooks - put your car in a garage 


UPSETTING to read of people 
having their cars stolen off 
their drives and vehicle crime 
rising by 32 per cent in the 
last year. 

When a car is stolen there is the 
initial inconvenience followed by the 
shock of finding out that it is regarded 
as a ‘fault claim’ by insurance compa¬ 
nies, so putting up your premium. 

Then if the car is on a finance agree¬ 
ment the amount paid out may be less 
than you owe leaving you with no car 
but having to pay a lump sum unless 


you have GAP insurance. Even if your 
car is recovered it will most likely be 
damaged and most people will change 
it as soon as possible because it never 
feels the same. So what can you do? 

To me an obvious thing is to use a 
garage. If yours has been turned into 
an extra room fair enough but is it sim¬ 
ply full of stuff? 

Now might be the time to think 
about trying to get the second most ex¬ 
pensive item you own put away, maybe 
invest in another shed or even a small 
extension if it is used as a utility room. 

When I have suggested this before 


people often claim their car will not fit 
in a modern garage. 

We have always used a garage and, 
of our neighbours who use theirs - one 
has a BMW Z4 and another a Jaguar 
XE, so that rather proves it can be 
done. 

So have a good think. Is it not worth 
the effort to shift a few hundred 
pounds worth of stuff to put your pride 
and joy where it should live? It could 
even reduce your insurance premium. 
RON GWILLIAMS 
Brierley Hill 


‘Snowflake’ 
politicians 
are told to 
toughen up 

POLITICS is a rough game. 

Unfortunately it would 
seem some of our local pol¬ 
iticians aren’t tough enough 
for it. 

First, Stourbridge Tory 
MP Margot James gets very 
upset and emotional on 
Question Time when called 
a liar for trying to claim the 
Government is increasing 
spending on the NHS. 

Now local Labour leader 
Peter Lowe wants to censure 
Ukip’s Bill Etheridge for 
calling the Dudley Labour 
Group ‘Socialist do-gooder 
bleeding heart Communist 
rat bags’. 

The accuracy of these 
matters aside, shouldn’t 
our politicians be a little 
less ‘snowflake’ when being 
called names? 

NICK BAKER 

Amblecote 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Dudley Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, dudley.chrons@ 

51-53 Queen Street expressandstar.co.uk 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct er¬ 
rors as soon as we can. 

The Chronicles adhere 
to the Editors’ Code 
of Practice, which can story, write to The Editor, 
be seen at www.ipso. Chronicles, 51 -53 Queen 

co.uk. If you are unhap- Street, Wolverhampton, 
py with the accuracy of a WV1 1ES 



Pity for those who 
are not so fortunate 

I have just read a letter from Stephen Fellows of Sedgley 
regarding homelessness in Dudley. He writes: ‘Is it not 
time that the council and police get tough on the home¬ 
less people taking over our doorways and move them on 
from our poor unrecognisable town.’ I was reading this 
whilst the snow continued to fall relentlessly and the tem¬ 
perature plunged to minus 10 degrees. I just have say to 
you, Stephen Fellows, that I hope you can live with your 
conscience. Maybe re-think your attitude and show a little 
care, respect and pity on those not so fortunate as yourself. 

BRIAN WILLIAMS 

Halesowen 


Grateful for 
Chronicle 
delivery 

WHAT an unexpected sur¬ 
prise to receive my weekly 
edition of The Chronicle 
this week considering the 
extremely adverse weath¬ 
er we have all experienced 
over the past week or so. 

I never expected it to ar¬ 
rive, so grateful apprecia¬ 
tion to the delivery person 
who must have struggled in 
the snow and ice to ensure 
we received our regular 
weekly copy. 

PETER LORD 
Pedmore 

Still waiting 

COUNCILLOR Patrick 
Harley, of Dudley Council, 
said recently that ‘con¬ 
tractors have been urged 
to make some progress in 
demolishing Cavendish 
House’. Hasn’t Councillor 
Harley said the same thing 
several times and nothing 
has been done. 

PETER COLE 
Kingswinford 




guaranteed 


Our Extensive Range of All Garage Doors 
Covers All Popular Brands 

We have eveything from 
Canopy to Side Hung styles c l* 

£ pO u *rtj8t 

Wrought Iron Gates r '*^°oO e ^ 

& Railings available 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Joes Cash 4 Clothes 


Enville Road Wall 
Heath DY6 ONL 


172 Halesowen Road, 
Old Hill B64 5RR 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 


For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


Telephone 0121 559 9985 B faSok. 


DOULTON DOORS 

Garage Doors & UPVC Windows & Doors 


n 

'o 


Visit Us At Doulton Trading Est., Doulton Road, Rowley Regis B65 8JG 

IPli Tel: 01384 4133311 01902 628018 

r Freephone: 0800 0375179 Mobile: 07721783291 
- y www.doultondoors.co.uk 


We pay 60p per Kg for your unwanted 

/ Shoes / Handbags / Belts 
✓ Good Quality Clothing 

07543629473 : 

' Web:joescash4clothes.co.uk ’ 



IN LITE N 
BACK DOOR 


in WHITE 
From Only 


..Supply 
only 


6 FLAT 
WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 

From Only 


... including 
Fitting AND VAT! 1 ' 


.jv» Window 
Wizard Services 
Available 


• Misted Units 
Replaced 

• Broken Hinges 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 
0121 421 7001 


•HJipjLl 


INLITEN 
FRONT DOOR 


in WHITE 
From Only 


• Your NEW windows will sparkle this Spring ... Supply 

• It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! onl Y 

m : 


YF ASC!as Ysoffits Vguttering 





Deal direct with the owner 

It /TU V3 to be 


Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 
No payment until completion 
Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 


Visit our showroom 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUAUTY | VALUE I SERVICE - 



FENSA 

Registered 30179 


"We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" 


rvA ay\ rvA ava 
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U°Ur getting 
quotes vnake 
sure Cairera is 
e of them! 1 ft 
II us TODAY 


IB 


3 


fagg 




one 


! 




Call 


K 


1 


01384 


442490 


m 






© Top Quality A Rated 


Products At Great Prices 


© Yale Locking Systems 
© Swish Window & Door Systems 
© Payment On Completion 
© Full 10 Year Guarantee 
© No DepositjRequired 


Make the right choice for your new windows, conservatories, orangeries and porches. 

Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, it has had the same owner since it opened in 1989. Call 
them now for your FREE no obligation quotations. Our visit takes approximately 20-30 minutes 


Visit our large beautiful showroom with all products on display for a warm welcome 



WINDOWS ■ DOORS ■ PORCHES ■ ORANGERIES ■ CONSERVATORIES 



24, Junction Rd, Audnam, Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 

Telephone: 01384 442 490 

















































Is this the face of poor 
Bella of the Wych Elm? 


WHO Put Bella in the Wych 
Elm? There has been a major 
development in one of the re¬ 
gion’s most famous and ma¬ 
cabre murder mysteries. 

Now the face of the victim can 
be seen for the first time after it 
was digitally recreated by a team 
from Liverpool John Moore’s Uni¬ 
versity 

Led by Professor Caroline Wilkin¬ 
son, a specialist in the craniofacial 
depiction of people from the past, the 
team has created a picture of how 
‘Bella’ might have looked before her 
mysterious death and the finding of 
her skeletal remains in the hollow of 
a tree near Hagley. 

Her face from the 1940s has been 
digitally created using pictures of the 
skull of the victim, which was found by 
children in the woods during the war 
years. 

Ritual 

Speculation has ranged from her 
being a murdered prostitute, to a Ger¬ 
man spy or even the victim of a Sa¬ 
tanic ritual. 

The picture is in a new book by 
Halesowen author Pete Merrill and 
his teenaged son Alex called ‘Who Put 
Bella In The Wych Elm?: Volume 1: 
The Crime Scene Revisited’ available 
via Amazon. 

The title comes from the enigmatic 
graffiti that began appearing across 
the area, most famously on the Wy- 
chbury Obelisk near Hagley, when 
police were unable to make progress 
with identifying the victim or finding 
the killer, or killers. 

The Merrills hired Prof Wilkinson 
and her team after they recreated the 
image of King Richard III from bones 
discovered under a Leicester car park. 



Bella? Picture: Pete Merrill / APS Books Famous graffiti on Wychbury Obelisk 


Railway museum rethink 


ARCHITECTS planning an extension 
to a popular railway museum are hav¬ 
ing to go back to the drawing boards. 

A £1.5 million extension is being 
planned for Kidderminster Railway 
Museum which is currently based in a 
former Great Western Railway ware¬ 
house at the Severn Valley Railway. 

Plans had been drawn up for a 
new building to be sited on land ad¬ 
jacent to the existing building and for 


a bridge to link the two properties. 
Now museum bosses have been of¬ 
fered a decorative Victorian cast iron 
lattice railway bridge from a station at 
Marple in Cheshire which they hope 
to incorporate in the design. 

However, it is 34 feet long and, be¬ 
cause initial plans were for a 10 to 15 
foot long bridge to link the two build¬ 
ings, plans for the extension and link 
are having to be redrawn. 
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I’m desperate for a NEW BATHROOM 

I’ve tried lots of other reputable companies but their prices are too high! CAN YOU HELP? 

YES!! WE CAN HELP YOU 


9 



We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Showroom also at 
39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
www.yourchoice-bathrooms.co.uk 


SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


-TMg 



Repairs, Spares, Sales 

All major brands repaired, 
also built in appliances, electric 
cookers, tumble dryers etc. 

Brand new, reconditioned 
appliances available 

Brand New Washing Machine, 
5 year parts and labour guarantee 
Only £279 delivered and installed 

Showroom open 9 am-5 pm Mon-Sat 

60 High Street, 
Blackheath, B65 OEH 
0121 561 3785 
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STOP PAIN 

With our specialist in Acupuncture, 
Acupressure, Cupping & Ear Candle 


l/lfe can help if you 

• Suffer with pains in neck, 
shoulder, elbow, lower back & 
knee 

• Suffer with pain or arthritis, 
trapped nervous, soft tissue 
injury & sciatica 

• Suffer with pain from swollen 
joints after operations such 
as hip replacement and knee 
replacement 

• Suffer with overweight 


We can also help 

• Infertile couples to get 
pregnant with a high 
success rate through 
acupuncture and herbs 

• Infertile couples improving 
egg quality and sperm 
count prior to IVF treatment 

Or any symptoms you are 
not sure of, visit us for a 
confidential consultation or 
telephone for an appointment 



10B Peckingham Street, Halesowen 0121 585 9393 
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"Expansion of 

stand mooted 
at Molineux 

MOLINEUX’S iconic South Bank 
could become one of the biggest sin¬ 
gle-tier stands in the country under 
new Wolves plans. 

The club is thought to be consid¬ 
ering expanding the Jack Hayward 
Stand - commonly known as the 
South Bank - to a capacity of up to 
10,000 seats. 

It is believed they hope to build on 
the back of the existing stand, which 
houses around 5,000 fans. 

However, the car park area imme¬ 
diately behind the stand is owned 
by Carillion and it’s understood that 
potentially lengthy negotiations are 
currently ongoing as to the purchase 
of the land. 

Any redevelopment work is un¬ 
likely to take place next season, even 
if Wolves win promotion to the top 
flight. It’s believed that spending 
money on the team would be a higher 
priority with any stadium expansion 
only taking place should the club stay 
in the Premier League. 

The redevelopment of Molineux 
has been on hold since 2012 when the 
team was relegated from the Premier 
League. The £18 million Stan Cullis 
Stand opened that year. With Wolves 
now edging nearer to a return to the 
top flight, owners Fosun are working 
on what would be a revamped plan to 
expand Molineux. 


Metro - get on board 
for breakfast meeting 

BUSINESSES are being offered the 
chance to work on the Wednesbury to 
Brierley Hill tram extension. 

A breakfast meeting at the 
Copthorne Hotel in Brierley Hill is 
being held on April 17 at 7.30am. The 
FinditintheBlackCountry team will 
host the meeting. Spaces for the busi¬ 
ness breakfast meeting cost £15 plus 
VAT, call (01384) 563050. 


Conviction quashed due to 
police failures in custody 


Architects helping college students 


STOURBRIDGE College has 
launched its new built environment 
facility by establishing a partnership 
with national architectural practice 
Corstorphine + Wright. 

Over the last two years Corstor¬ 
phine + Wright has provided the col¬ 
lege’s 60 construction students with 
industry-related lectures and work 
placements. 

Three of the college’s students 
have gone on to be recruited by the 
company after completing work ex¬ 
perience at its Hagley Road offices in 
Stourbridge, while continuing their 
studies and training. 

“Teaming up with Corstorphine + 
Wright puts the college in a stronger 
position to show our learners the pro¬ 
fessional working environment they 
will be joining,” said Gill Coldicott, 
Head of Stourbridge College. 

“The industry hasn’t stopped 
calling out for skilled workers. The 
partnership will help us to continue 
to develop the construction courses, 
apprenticeships and training pro¬ 
grammes we offer.” 

Mike Turner, the company’s tech¬ 
nical director, said: “We already have 
training and recruitment initiatives 
in place for graduates and undergrad¬ 
uates and now we are going a step 
further. 

“We hope to inform students about 
the design and technician roles avail¬ 
able on residential, commercial and 
industrial projects being developed 
across the UK as well as the region. 



Gill Coldicott of Stourbridge College and Mike Turner of Corstorphine + Wright 


AN ASPERGER’S sufferer who was refused help by police 
officers - despite foaming at the mouth and attempting to 
drink water from the toilet of his custody cell - has won an 
appeal for his conviction to be quashed. 

West Midlands Police broke the Police and Criminal Evidence Act by 
not providing an ‘appropriate adult’ for Christopher Miller after his 
arrest on suspicious of drug-driving, according to a High Court ruling. 

Mr Miller, 24, from Great Barr, was kept in a cell at Oldbury Police Station 
for more than three hours despite police knowing he was a suicide risk, had 
mental health issues and suffered from Asperger’s Syndrome. He requested an 
appropriate adult, but ‘no effort’ was made by staff to contact one. 

He was later convicted at Dudley Magistrates Court of failing to provide a 
blood specimen, fined £180 and banned from driving for a year. 

The Crown Prosecution Service accepted no appropriate adult was called, but 
said it was ‘justified in the circumstances’, with Mr Miller acting erratically and 
being violent. 

Mr Miller’s defence said he had 
reasonable excuse for not providing 
a specimen because of his failure to 
understand the procedure, due to 
his learning difficulties. As this was 
based on his mental health issues, the 
High Court ruled the evidence for the 
charge had to be excluded. 

Breach 

In a report on the High Court Rul¬ 
ing by Lord Justice Hickinbottom and 
Mr Justice Dove, it said: “The failure 
to inform and summon an appropri¬ 
ate adult in breach of the code, in 
our view, had a clear adverse impact 
on the fairness of permitting the evi¬ 
dence of the drug-drive procedure to 
be admitted. 

“We quash the conviction on the 
basis that the prosecution of the ap¬ 
pellant on the charge with this appeal 
is concerned turned entirely upon the 
evidence now excluded.” 

West Midlands Police said it ex¬ 
pected officers to ‘act lawfully and 
treat everyone with respect.” 


Prefab homes 
on the agenda 

PREFABRICATED houses, which 
were constructed between 1945 and 
1951 to help solve Britain’s housing 
shortage after the Second World War, 
will be the subject of a history talk on 
Thursday, March 15, in Stourbridge. 

Historian and author Ned Wil¬ 
liams will be speaking to members of 
Stourbridge Historical Society in the 
Wollaston Room at Stourbridge Town 
Hall. 

His illustrated talk will be titled 
Prefabs: Palaces for the People. The 
event will start at 7.30pm. 

Non-members are welcome to at¬ 
tend the talk, admission £3. More 
information is available from www. 
stourbridgehistoricalsociety.com or 
call (01384) 274014. 



Eastbourne 

& the Bluebell Railway 

Departing Tuesday 8 May 

from Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge 


Floral Southport 

& the Scenic East Lancashire Railway 

Departing Monday 14 May 

from Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 4 nights DBB at the East Beach Hotel, 
Eastbourne 

✓ Entertainment some nights 

l/ Heritage train journey on the Bluebell Railway 

✓ Excursions to Lewes, Rye, Battle & Hastings 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 4 nights DBB at the Prince of Wales Hotel, 
Southport (all meals buffet style) 

l/ Heritage train journey on the East Lancashire 
Railway 

✓ Excursions to Bury Market & Blackpool 


5 Days 

by Coach 


now only 

£ 255 


5 Days 

by Coach 


now only 

£ 255 


Coach package holidays are subject to Just Go! Holidays terms and conditions which are based on the Bonded Coach Holiday Group Trading Charter. Tours offered subject to 
availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


03332 341875 Quote JGRT 

or visit online at: justgoholidays.com/RT 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 




































Singer is Miles ahead for 
a Wonder ful surprise 



Miles Hunt, second left, with Patricia and Kevin Guest and their son Cole. Picture: Durham Region 


WONDER Stuff frontman 
Miles Hunt flew to Canada 
to surprise a fan at her 50th 
birthday party. 

The Stourbridge rocker jetted 
out to Brooklin in Ontario to en¬ 
sure Patricia Guest had a night to 
remember. 

Her husband, Kevin Guest, a life¬ 
long music aficionado, invited Miles to 
the private party at the Brooklin Pub 
to play an hour-long set last Friday. 

Mr Guest reached out through Face- 
book and inquired about the chances 
of him taking part in the birthday sur¬ 


prise. He offered to cover the cost of a 
return flight from London and a four- 
night stay in Toronto. 

It was ideal for the Black Country 
singer and songwriter who is currently 
researching a novel he is working on 
which is set in Canada. 

The frontman performed for a crowd 
of about 50 upstairs at the Brooklin 
Pub on Baldwin Street, much to the 
surprise and delight of Mrs Guest, an 
estate agent. Mr and Mre Guest are 
both fans, the couple having seen The 
Wonder Stuff in Toronto in 1994 and 
also saw Miles perform solo in Michi¬ 
gan in 2007. 


Journalist Brian McNair who was at 
the party, grew up with Mr Guest in 
Toronto and both now live in Brooklin. 
“I wasn’t convinced this was actually 
going to happen until Kevin told me 
his plane had touched down in To¬ 
ronto,” said Mr McNair. 

“It turned out to be an incredible 
night. The music was fantastic, as I 
expected, but I was surprised at how 
charming and engaging Miles was 
when he spoke to us after the show.” 

The Wonder Stuff and Ned’s Atomic 
Dustbin are launching the Love From 
Stourbridge tour including two dates 
at Birmingam 02 Academy. 
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SPECIAL OFFER ■ SPECIAL OFFER 


FOR THE 
LESS ABLE 


LUXURY 

MAKEOVER 


Remove Existing Suite 
Replaster where needed 
Supply Walk in Cubicle 
Grab Rails, Shower Seat 
Thermostatic Shower 
All fitted & Tiled 
All Rubbish removed 


Remove Existing Suite 
Replaster where needed 
Supply & Fit Luxury Suite 
(inc. Vanity Unit) 

Wall Tiles to Ceiling 
(upto 18sqm) 

All Rubbish removed 


bilstoi 
bathrooms 


ONLY £1995 

Including VAT 


ONLY £2995 

Including VAT 


QUALITY INSTALLATIONS 


-DISPLAY DEALERS IN- 

Utopia • Roper Rhodes • Roca • Marflow 
Burlington • Lakes and more 


NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED 

FULL PAYMENT ON COMPLETION 


FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 


SPECIALISTS IN NEW BATHROOMS 

• Design & Planning 

• Plastering 

• Fully Fitted Service 

• Tiling 

• Plumbing 

• 7 Days Start to Finish 

• Electrical Work 

•All Work Guaranteed 


Est 35 Years 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM INSIDE 


SEE ©EE 


Established 35 Years 


MON - FRI 8.00am - 6.00pm SAT 8.00am - 5.30pm 

SUN 10.00am - 4.00pm Bank Holiday - 10.00am - 5.00pm 


7 Millfields Road Bilston WV14 0QJ 

Tel: 01902 401020 


Day Excursions 2018 f ; 


Date 

Excursion 

Adult 

Senior 

Child 

Route 

1__ 

16+ 

60+ 

3-15 

Code 

Tue 13th 

Abergavenny Market & The Valley Centre (Evesham) 

2 for Tuesdays 

£16- | £15 | - 

2 SEATS FOR £28 

B 

Wed 21st 

Penkridge Market & Boundary Mills 

£15 

£14- 


D 

Fri 23rd 

Jinny Ring Craft Centre & Webbs 

£12 

£10 


E 

Thu 29th 

Mystery Lunch Excursion 

£24 

£24 


p 


Nifty 50's Mystery Excursions 





APRIL 

Mon 2nd 

Weston-Super-Mare... on Easter Monday 

All Seats £12.00 

A 

Tue 3rd 

Powys Castle & Gardens National Trust Coach Club 

£18 

£18 


D 

Tue 10th 

Shrewsbury & Welshpool 2 For Tuesdays 

£16 

2 SE 

£15 

ATS FOR £ 

28 

D 

Tue 17th 

The Original Cotswold's Excursion Moreton-in-Marsh 
Market & Bourton-on-Water 

£15 £14 

2 SEATS FOR £26 

D 

Thu 19th 

Packwood House & Baddesely Clinton National Trust 
Saver Days 

£14 

£14 


D 

Sat 21 st 

Cardiff... as you please City Explorer Tours 

£20 

£18# 

£15# 

A 

Thu 26th 

Mystery Lunch Excursion Nifty 50's Mystery Excursions 

£24 

£24 


F 

Sat 28th 

Cirencester Farmers Market & Chippenham 

£15 

£14 

£12 

D 


Tue 1st 

Ham House & Gardens (Richmond) National Trust 

Coach Club 

£21 

£21 


B 

Fri 4th 

Llandudno Victorian Extravaganza 

£20 

£19 

-# 

A 

Mon 7th 

Weston-Super-Mare..on May Bank Holiday 

All Seats £12.00 

A 

Tue 8th 

Abergavenny Market & Ross-on-Wye 

2 For Tuesdays 

£16 

£15 


B 

Thu 10th 

Ashbourne Market &Tissington 

Well Dressing (Derbyshire) 

£17 

£16 


B 

Tue 15th 

The Original Cotswold's Excursion 

Moreton-in-Marsh Market & Bourton-on-Water 

£15 

£14 


D 

Sat 19th 

Cambridge... as you please City Explorer Tours 

£20 

£18 

£15 

A 



MAY 


Date 

Excursion 

Adult 


Child 





16+ 

60+ 

ESI 



1 Sun 20th 

Bewdley Riverside Market 

£13 

£12 

£10 

E 

1 Thu 24th 

Gloucester Quays & Docks 

£18 

£17 


D 

1 Sun 27th 

Liverpool Tall Ships Regatta 

£20 

£18 

£15 

B 

1 Thu 31st 

Mystery Lunch Excursion Nifty 50s Mystery Excursions 

£24 

£24 


F 

JUNE 


Upper Slaughter, Lower Slaughter & Stow-on-the- 





Fri 1st 

Wold 

£15 

£14 


D 

Sat 2nd 

Ludlow & Church Stretton Markets 

£15 

£14 

12 

C 

Mon 4th 

Tredegar House (Newport) National Trust Coach Club 

£20 

£20 


D 

Thu 7th 

Swallow Falls tour 

Swallow Falls, Llangollen & Betws-y-Coed 

£18 

£17 


B 

Sat 9th 

Wellesbourne Market & Stratford-upon-Avon 

£15 

£14 

£12 

D 

Sun 10th 

Weymouth., as you please Seaside City Explorer Tour 

£23 

£23 

£23 

A 

Mon 11th 

Bakewell Market & Matlock Bath * Derbyshire Gems* 

£18 

£17 


B 

Tue 12th 

Bridgnorth & Ironbridge 2 For Tuesdays 

£16 

2 SEA' 

£15 

rs FOR £2 

8 

D 

Sat 16th 

Liverpool., as you please City Explorer Tours 

£20 

£18 

£15 

B 

Sun 17th 

Weston-Super-Mare **Adults Only** 

Sea, Sand & Shops 

£14 

£14 


A 

Tue 19th 

The Original Cotswold's Excursion Moreton-in-Marsh 
Market & Bourton-on-Water 

£15 

2 SE# 

£14 

its for e : 

16 

D 

Thu 21st 

Croome Court (Worcester) National Trust Saver Days 

£14 

£14 


D 

Sat 23rd 

Confetti Fields - Wyke Manor Estate Farm & Evesham 

£15 

£14 

£12 

D 

Sun 24th 

Weston-Super-Mare *Weston Air Festival* 

£18 

£15 

£14 

A 

Tue 26th 

National Memorial Arboretum (Alrewas) 

£14 

£13 


E 

Thu 28th 

Mystery Lunch Excursion Nifty SOs Mystery Excursions 

£24 

£24 


G 

Sat- 30th 

Llandudno * Armed Forces Day/Air Show* 

£20 

£18 

£15 

A 



Call Today or Visit our 
Website to look at our full 
brochure 



0121 _ 
550 0519 1 ~ a. 


www.kingsnortoncoaches.co.uk 


practical 

" Minibus & Van Rental 

HALESOWEN 


What we have available for hire: 

• SWB Van / 

• 9 Seater People Carriers 

• 17 Seater Minibuses 

• Mini Buses Available with Drivers 



VERY COMPETITIVE RATES 

0121 585 8454 


Special Weekend, weekly and monthly rates 


12-49 Seater coaches 
available for private hire 


Over lOO Great British Days Out By Coach 

Great Variety, Great Value, Great Service. 

www.kingsnortoncoaches.co.uk 0121 550 8519 


Coombes Wharf, Chancel Way, Halesowen B62 8EP 

Part of Kings Norton Coaches/Day Trips 


0121 550 8519 


Go to our website and have a look 


www.kingsnortoncoaches.co.uk 
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Advertisement Feature 


FURTHER INVESTMENT IN LOCAL 
FAMILY COACH HOLIDAY COMPANY 


Greenline Coaches pride themselves on 
being the Black Country’s true king of the 
road. 

Based in Stourbridge, the thriving family 
owned company aims to put the customer first 
at all times by offering executive coach hire 
combined with a diverse range of day tours, 
weekend breaks and four to eight-day holidays 
throughout the UK. Many of the hotels used by 
Greenline are also family-owned and run. 

Greenline director/owner Andy Phillips is 
assisted by wife Nikki, brother Simon, niece 
Amy, and 10 other trusted members of staff to 
complete a happy and eficient team. 

Experience 

Andy has many years’ experience within 
the sector having previously worked for a well 
known Blackheath coach company until their 
retirement. 

Andy said: “After that company ended, I used 
to see lots of old customers and they’d always 
comment on how much they missed their day 
trips and holidays so that inspired me to start 
our own company. 

“I’m delighted to say we get lots of word of 
mouth recommendations and repeat bookings 
Our personal and friendly service combined 
with our experienced of ce staff, professional 
drivers and couriers ensure that our customers’ 
day tours and holidays are always pleasurable 
and memorable. 

“We treat our customers as a name, not a 
number, and regard them as part of our 

Greenline family. They receive free drinks, 



Brand New Luxury top of the range Mercedes coach 


biscuits and treats on all holidays served by 
our friendly and helpful on-board couriers.” 

Greenline’s smart executive coaches are 
modern 16 to 53-seater executive models with 
air suspension, toilets, air conditioning and 
drink- making facilities. Holidays are being 
offered throughout the year including tours to 


Torquay, Weymouth, Sidmouth, Scotland,Isle 
of Wight,and Scarborough. The company 
has invested over £800,000 in its fleet over 
the last 18 months and took delivery of a 49 
seater luxury top of the range Mercedes coach 
this week to compliment the other vehicles 
currently in its fleet to help meet demands for 


Group 

the great Greenline Holidays and day tours 
they have on offer. 

Andy added: “Everyone at Greenline 
Coaches has a big heart coupled with a huge 
passion to succeed in what we enjoy doing 
most in life, which is providing fun, friendship 
and laughter in the holidays and day trips we 
provide for our customers. We would like to 


returning from one of our many holidays 

thank all of our customers for supporting us 
on our journey over the past eight years and 
look forward to welcoming them, with new 
customers, on board in the future.” 

For the full 2018 programme of day tours 
and holidays and details of how to book call 
01384 444464 or 01384 444161 or visit 
www.greenlinecoaches.com 


CABARET MYSTERY 4 DAY TOUR? - WHERE WILL WE BE? 
HOTEL 

Friday 16th - Monday 19th March 2018 4 Days &139 


EXMOUTH - CAVENDISH HOTEL _ 

Monday 19th - Friday 23rd March 2018 5 Days (bUUAUUJ&J £225 


TORQUAY NETHWAY HOTEL 

Monday 19th - Friday 23rd March 2018 5 days £199 


CABARET MYSTERY 4 DAY TOUR? - WHERE WILL WE BE? 
HOTEL _ 

Friday 23rd - Monday 26th March 2018 4 Days £139 


B0GN0R REGIS - ROYAL NORFOLK HOTEL 

Monday 26 - Friday 30th March 2018 5 Days EUIUUIUJ £225 


PORTCAWL - SEABANK HOTEL Easter Friday 

30th March - Monday 2nd April 2018 4 Days £209 


SIDMOUTH - ROYAL YORK & FAULKNER HOTEL Easter week 

Monday 2nd - Friday 6th April 2018 5 Days £329 


SPRING WEEKEND MYSTERY - WHERE WILL WE BE? HOTEL 

Friday 6th - Monday 9th April 2018 4 Days £149 


WEYMOUTH - FAIRIIAVEN HOTEL 

Monday 9th - Friday 13th April 2018 5 Days £269 


ILFRACOMBE - IMPERIAL HOTEL 

Monday 16th - Friday 20th April 2018 5 Days £219 


WARNERS CORTON COASTAL VILLAGE 

Monday 16th - Friday 20th April 2018 5 Days £279 


WEEKEND MYSTERY - WHERE WILL WE B E? HOTEL 

Saturday 21st - Sunday 22nd April 2018 2 Days £79 

TENBY - CLARENCE HOUSE HOTEL _ 

Monday 23rd - Friday 27th April 2017 5 Days minim £269 


TORQUAY - NETHWAY HOTEL Motown W eekend 

Friday 27th - Sunday 29th April 2018 3 Davs ESSES! £119 


PAIGNTON - HOTEL BONAIR ESPLANADE _ 

Monday 30th April - Friday 4th May 2018 5 Davs EjZEXEJ &235 

BABBACOMBE - HOTEL DE LA MER 

Friday 4th - Sunday 6th May 2018 3 Days £125 


LLANDUDNO - QUEENS HOTEL 

Monday 7th - Friday 11th May 2018 5 Davs £309 


GREAT YARMOUTH - NEW BEACH HOTEL 

Wednesday 9th - Sunday 13th May 2018 5 Days £235 


CROMER - HOTEL DE PARIS NEW 

Sunday 13th - Saturday 19th May 2018 7 Days £365 


MORECAMBE LAKES & DALES - AUCKLA ND HOTE L 

Monday 14th - Friday 18th May 2048 5 Davs ^3233323 &259 


MYSTERY SOUTH COAST - WHERE WILL WE BE? HOTEL 


Friday 18th - Monday 21st May 2018 4 Days £159 

EASTBOURNE - THE HADLEIGH HOTEL 
Monday 21st - Friday 25th May 2018 5 Days £289 

MYSTERY WEEKEND - WHERE WILL WE BE? HOTEL 
Saturday 26th - Sunday 27th May 2018 2 Davs £79 

LONDON - 5 STAR WALDORF HOTEL ***** Treat Yourself! 
Sunday 27th - Monday 28th May 2018 2 Days £119 

TORQUAY - HOWDEN COURT HOTEL 

Monday 28th May - Friday 1st June 2018 5 Days £259 

SETTLE TO CARLISLE RAILWAY - AUC KLAND H OTEL 

Friday 1st - Sunday 3rd June 2018 3 Days Kiumuiui £149 

PAIGNTON - HOTEL BONAIR ESPLANADE 

Saturday 2nd - Saturday 9th June 2018 8 Davs £365 

PORTHCAWL - SEABANK HOTEL 

Wednesday 6th - Sunday 10th June 2018 5 Days £275 

NEWQUAY-ELIOT HOTEL 

Sunday 10th - Saturday 16th June 2018 7 Days £359 

LYTHAM ST ANNES -LINDUN HOTEL _ 

Monday 11th - Friday 15th June 2018 5 Davs SSZ3ESE3 &265 

MYSTERY WEEKEND - WHERE WILL WE BE? HOTEL 
Saturday 16th - Sunday 17th June 2018 2 Days £79 

SIDMOUTH - THE BEDFORD HOTEL _ 

Monday 18th - Friday 22nd June 2018 5 Days SSS3353 £349 

ISLE OF WIGHT - THE TROUVILLE HOTEL, SANDOWN 

Monday 18th - Saturday 23rd June 2018 6 Days £359 

TORQUAT - NETHWAY HOTEL Motown Weekend 

Friday 22nd - Sunday 24 June 2018 3 Davs £119 

BABBACOMBE - HOTEL DE LA MER 

Sunday 23th - Wednesday 27th June 2018 5 Davs £269 

EASTBOURNE - HADDON HALL _ 

Saturday 30th June - Saturday 7th July 2018 8 Days SSS3SS3 &439 

SCARBOROUGH - CUMBERLAND HOTEL NEW 

Wednesday 4th - Sunday 8th July 2018 5 Davs £275 

WARNERS ALVASTON HALL HOTEL NEW 

Monday 9th - Friday 13th July 2018 5 Days £375 

WEYMOUTH - FAIRIIAVEN HOTEL 

Monday 9th - Friday 13th July 2018 5 Davs £309 

TORQUAY - NETHWAY HOTEL Motown Weekend 
Friday 13th - Sunday 15th July 2018 3 Days E55E53 £119 

SKEGNESS - SAVOY HOTEL 

Monday 16th - Friday 20th July 2018 5 Davs £299 

TORQUAY - HOWDEN COURT HOTEL 

Saturday 21st - Saturday 28th July 2018 8 Days £399 

BOURNEMOUTH - ULLSWATER HOTEL 
Monday 23rd - Friday 27th July 2018 5 Days £265 

ISLE OF WIGHT - BAYSHORE HOTEL, SANDOWN NEW 
Saturday 28th July - Saturday 4th August 2018 8 Davs £439 


WARNER LAKESIDE COASTAL VILLAGE NEW 

Monday 6th - Friday 10th August 2018 5 Days 

£309 

MYSTERY WEEKEND - WHERE WILL WE BE? HOTEL 

Saturday 11th - Sunday 12th August 2018 2 Davs 

£79 

PAIGNTON - HOTEL BONAIR ESPLANADE 

Saturday 11th - Saturday 18th August 2018 8 Davs 

£379 

ST IVES-COTTAGE HOTEL 

Sunday 19th - Saturday 25th August 2018 7 Davs pRTHYSTIJl 

£379 

TENBY - CLARENCE HOUSE HOTEL 

Sunday 26th - Thursday 30th August 2018 5 Davs 

£309 

SETTLE TO CARLISLE RAILWAY - AUCKLAND HOTEL 

Friday 31st August - Sunday 2nd SeDt 2018 3 Davs 

£149 

MYSTERY WEEKEND - WHERE WILL WE BE? HOTEL 

Saturday 1st - Sunday 2nd SeDt 2018 2 Davs 

£79 

LLANDUDNO - THE MARLBOROUGH HOTEL 

Monday 3rd - Friday 7th SeDt 2018 5 Davs 

£299 

EASTBOURNE - LANGHAM HOTEL 

Monday 3rd - Friday 7th SeDt 2018 5 Davs 

£309 

BABBACOMBE - HOTEL DE LA MER 

Saturday 8TH - Wednesday 12th SeDt 2018 5 Davs 

£279 

SCARBOROUGH - RED LEA HOTEL 

Monday 10 - Friday 14th SeDt 2018 5 Davs 

£299 

HAYLING ISLAND - MILL RYTHE HOLIDAY VILLAGE 

Monday 10th - Friday 14th SeDt 2018 5 Davs 

£239 

WEYMOUTH - FAIRIIAVEN HOTEL 

Monday 17th - Friday 21st SeDt 2018 5 Davs 

£309 

LYTHAM ST ANNES - LINDUM HOTEL 

Monday 17th - Friday 21st SeDt 2018 5 Davs 

£279 

MYSTERY WEEKEND - WHERE WILL WE BE? HOTEL 

Friday 21st - Monday 24th SeDt 2018 4 Davs 

£199 

TORQUAY - NETHWAY HOTEL 

Monday 24th - Friday 28th SeDt 2018 5 Davs 

£245 

MORECAMBE - CARLISLE/SETTLE RAILWAY & SCOTISH 
BORDERS AUCKLAND HOTEL 

Monday 24th - Friday 28th Sept 2018 5 Days 

£289 

CRICCIETH - GEORGE IV HOTEL 

Monday 1st - Friday 5th October 2018 5 Davs 

£219 

MYSTERY WEEKEND - WHERE WILL WE BE? HOTEL 

Saturday 6th - Sunday 7th October 2018 2 davs 

£79 

SCOTLAND DUNOON - SELBOURNE HOTEL NEW 

Sunday 7th - Saturday 13th October 2018 7 Davs 

£279 

WEYMOUTH - NORFOLK HOTEL NEW 

Friday 12th - Monday 15th October 2018 4 Davs 

£139 

BLACKPOOL ILLUMINATIONS - CARN-BRAE HOTEL 

Monday 15th - Friday 19th October 2018 5 Davs 

£229 

WARNERS - CRICKET ST THOMAS HOTEL NEW 

Monday 15th - Friday 19th October 2018 5 Davs 

£359 

TORQUAY - NETHWAY HOTEL Motown Weekend 

Friday 19th - Sunday 21st October 2018 3 Davs 

£119 


z 


GREENLINE BASH! - 5 DAY MYSTERY NEW 

Monday 22nd - Friday 26th October 2018 5 Days £209 

BLACKPOOL ILLUMINATIONS - CARN-BRAE HOTEL 

Saturday 27th - Monday 29th October 2018 3 Days £149 

LONDON - 5 STAR WALDORF HOTEL***** Treat Yourself! 

Sunday 28th - Monday 29 October 2018 2 Davs £119 

PAIGNTON - HOTEL BONAIR ESPLANADE Turkey & Tinsel 

Monday 29th Oct - Friday 2nd Nov 2018 5 Davs £239 

TORQUAY - HOWDEN COURT HOTEL Turkey & Tinsel With 

a Halloween Twist Monday 29th Oct - Friday 2nd Nov 2018 5 Days £269 

TORQUAY - NETHWAY HOTEL Turkey & Tinsel 

Friday 2nd - Sunday 4th Nov 2018 3 Days £119 

EASTBOURNE - HADDON HALL HOTEL Turkey & Tinsel 

Monday 5th - Friday 9th Nov 2018 5 Days £290 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE - SANDRINGHAM HOTEL 

Monday 5th - Friday 9th Nov 2018 5 Days £249 

MYSTERY WEEKEND - WHERE WILL WE BE? HOTEL 

Turkey & Tinsel Saturday 10th - Sunday 11th Nov 2018 2 Days £79 

LLANDUDNO - QUEENS HOTEL Turkey & Tinsel 

Monday 12th - Friday 16th Nov 2018 5 Davs £275 

BABBACOMBE - HOTEL DE LA MER Turkey & Tinsel 

Tuesday 13th - Saturday 17th Nov 2018 5 Davs £259 

MYSTERY TURKEY & TINSEL - WHERE WILL WE BE? 

HOTEL Turkey & Tinsel Friday 16th - Monday 19th Nov 2018 4 Days £159 
TENBY - CLARENCE HOUSE HOTEL Turkey & Tinsel 
Monday 19th - Friday 23rd Nov 2018 5 Days £279 

SIDMOUTH - ROYAL YORKS & FAULKNER HOTEL Turkey & Tinsel 
Wednesday 21st - Sunday 25th Nov 2018 5 Davs £299 

PORTHCAWL - SEABANK HOTEL Turkey & Tinsel 
Monday 26th - Friday 30th Nov 2018 5 Davs ^2X23 £239 

GREAT YARMOUTH - NEW BEACH HOTEL Thursford Spectacular 
Friday 30th November - Monday 3rd Dec 2018 4 Days £259 

CROMER - HOTEL DE PARIS Thursford Spectacular 
Friday 7th - Monday 10th Dec 2018 4 Davs £259 

LONDON - 5 STAR WALDFORF HOTEL ***** 

Christmas Shopping Sunday 16th - Monday 17th Dec 2018 2 Davs £119 

PAIGNTON - HOTEL BONAIR ESPLANADE Christma s 

Sunday 23rd - Thursday 27th Dec 2018 5 Days E2SES3 £420 

TORQUAY - NETHWAY HOTEL Christmas 

Sunday 23rd - Thursday 27th Dec 2018 5 Days £429 

BABBACOMBE - HOTEL DE LA MER IWixmas 

Thursday 27th - Sunday 30th Dec 2018 4 Davs £179 

TORQUAY - NETHWAY HOTEL TWixxmas 

Thursday 27th - Sunday 30th Dec 2018 4 Davs £179 

TENBY - CLARENCE HOUSE HOTEL N ew Year S un 

30th Dec 2018 - Wed 2nd Jan 2019 4 Days £349 

ILFRACOMBE - IMPERIAL HOTEL New Year Sun 

30th Dec 2018 - Wed 2nd Jan 2019 4 Davs £365 

LLANDUDNO - ST KILDA HOTEL *** New Year 

Sun 30th Dec 2018 - Wed 2nd Jan 2019 4 Dav s £379 



01384 44 


04 01384 44 41 61 
























































































































Furn ture, Bed, 3 Pc Suite Superstore 

£300,000 TOTAL STOCK CLEARANCE 

SAVE UP TO all STOCK MUST BE SOLD 

EATABLE ^*ALL STOCint ^UC ED TO 


TOTAL CLEARANCE PRICE 


3 ONLY 

The Kelly Full 
Double Frame and 
Superb Mattress 

SAVE 40% NOW £1 79 
was £299 ONLY COMPLETE 


THE CORONA RANGE OF BEDROOM FURNITURE 



WEEKEND SPECIAL DEAM 

3 


UNBEATABLE PRICES3DAYS ONLY 

LOWEST PRICES 

Triple 3 Door Wardrobe £249 
Large Dressing Table £109 
Double Door Wardrobe £199 
3 Drawer Large Chest £99 


TOTAL CLEARANCE PRICE 


5 ONLY W T ^ 

The Pearl Luxurv _ 


The Pearl Luxury 
Full Double Size 
Orthopaedic Bed 
Base + Mattress 


SAVE 25% NOW £149 

Was £249 HEADBOARD EXTRA 


ir 


4 SETS ONLY 

The Minnesota Luxury 
Recliner Sofas 3 Seater 
Recliner + 2 Seater 
Recliner Black on Brown 


6 ONLY 


TOTA LCLEA RAnBe P RICE TOT ALCLE ARAN CE PRICE | | TOTAL CLEARANCE PRICE 


The Zen 
3/4 Size Small 
Double Frame 


SAVE 30% NOW £939 
was £995 ONLY THE PAIR 


SAVE 70% NOW £49 

Was £149 ONLY MATTRESS EXTRA 


[ 


THE MATTRESS COLLECTION 


2 SETS ONLY 

The Henley Latest 
Design Glass 

Table + 4 Matching 

W\ 

Chairs White on Black 

SAVE 30% 
Was £499 

now rnnn 
only ££99 

THE CORONA RANGE OF SOLID WOOD DINING FURNITURE WEEKEND SPECIAL 1 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY SAVE 50% 


Budget 
Del uxe 
Orthopaedic 
Memory Foam 
Pocket Sprung 


| WEEKEND SPECIAL DEAL 


£69 
£79 
£89 
£1 39 


£59 
£79 
£99 
£1 -I 9 
£1 79 


£69 
£89 
£1 09 
£1 29 
£1 7 9 


£79 
£-1 09 
£1 39 
£1 59 
£1 99 


LOTS MORE AVAILABLE - ALL REDUCI 


UNBEATABLE PRICES3DAYS ONLY 

LOWEST PRICES 

Large Wide Sideboard £155 
Oblong Long TV Unit £95 
Nest of 3 Tables £50 
Coffee Table with Drawers £59.50 



| TOTAL CLEARANCE PRICE 1 | TOTAL CLEARANCE PRICE 1 | TOTAL CLEARANCE PRICE 


4 ONLY 

The Clio Memory 
Foam Superb Quality 
Complete Full Double 
Size Beds 

SAVE 50% 
Was £449 


£179 


3 ONLY 

The Balmoral Extending 
Table Super Oak + 4 
Matching Chairs 
CRAZY PRICE 


7 


The Borba 4 Door Wardrobe 
218cm wide, 215cm long 
Super Storage Space Latest 
Colours Top Quality Wardrobe 



was E £599 N 0 WE 249 ONLY £259 


TOTAL CLEARANCE PRICE 


4 SETS ONLY 

Bunk Beds 

Full Single Size Silver 
Bunks Beds 
CRAZY SALE PRICE 


| TOTAL CLEARANCE PRICE 1 | TOTAL STOCK CLEARANCE || | TOTAL STOCK CLEARANCE 


vrwti OHLC rmvc ■IA 11 I «**** -M. 

SAVE 50% NOW £-| -| 0 
Was £199 ONLY MATTRESS EXTRA 


583 BEARWOOD ROAD, 
BEARWOOD B66 4BH 
TEL: 0121-420-2991 


1 ONLY 

The Salsa Sofas 
3 Seater 
+ 2 Seater 
Latest Design 


SAVE 40% NOW 

Was £799 ONLY the Sir 


1 SET ONLY 

The Roscrea 
Large Dark Wood 
Extending Table 
+ 4 Matching Chairs 


1 ONLY 

The Francesca 3 
Seater Sofa + 2 
Matching Reclienr 
Chairs 



♦ 4 Matching Chairs OCQQ «"» (JQW 

Was £999 ONLY thelot Was £1299 ONLY 


LEVEL STREET, 
BRIERLEYHILL 
01384 79393 
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“Mayor keeps 
his pledge to 
visit a hundred 
businesses 

THE Mayor of Dudley has completed his 
mission to visit 100 businesses in his bor¬ 
ough. 

Councillor Dave Tyler called in at a va¬ 
riety of firms, from butchers and barbers, 
to manufacturers and car showrooms, since 
role last May. 

He has visited 10 
businesses a month on 
average. 

The mayor achieved 
his century with a visit 
to fast-growing Excel 
2000 Windows, on Nar- 
rowboat Way in Brier- 
ley Hill. 

The firm, which re¬ 
places old windows 
and doors, has large 
contracts in place with 
Dudley Council and Birmingham City 
Council among others. 

Councillor Tyler said: “I’m really pleased 
we’ve been able to get around 100 busi¬ 
nesses. I wanted to do it really to say thank 
you for all that they do, for without our 
businesses in the borough, there would be 
nothing. 

Inspiring 

“It’s been really inspiring to visit both 
smaller and larger firms and to hear of 
some real success stories, with bigger and 
better things still to come hopefully for 
most of them. Excel 2000 is a classic ex¬ 
ample of this, a company which has really 
taken off in the last 18 months and which I 
think will continue to grow and grow. 

“Through my talks with the companies 
I’ve visited, I’ve also been able to put a few 
in touch with each other in the hope they’ll 
be able to work together for mutual bene¬ 
fit. Even though we’re reached the century, 
I’ll carry on until May when I hand over 
the chains, and hopefully this will continue 
beyond my mayoral year. 

“We need to champion and work closely 
with the businesses in our borough.” 

Stand at wolves 
may be set to 
double in size 

MOLINEUX’S iconic South Bank stand 
could become one of the biggest single-tier 
stands in the country under initial Wolves 
stadium redevelopment plans. 

Wolves are thought to be considering 
expanding the Jack Hayward Stand - com¬ 
monly known as the South Bank - to a ca¬ 
pacity of up to 10,000 seats. It’s believed 
they hope to build back on the existing 
stand, which houses around 5,000 fans. 

However the car park area immediately 
behind the stand is owned by Carillion and 
it’s understood that potentially lengthy ne¬ 
gotiations are currently ongoing as to the 
purchase of the land. 

It is thought that any redevelopment 
work wouldn’t take place next season, even 
if Wolves win promotion to the top flight, 
as spending money on the team would be 
a higher priority, with any stadium expan¬ 
sion only taking place should the club stay 
in the Premier League. 

The redevelopment of Molineux has been 
on hold since 2012 when the team was rel¬ 
egated from the Premier League. The £18 
million Stan Cullis Stand opened that year 
and under £40m proposals spearheaded by 
previous owner Steve Morgan the Steve 
Bull and Jack Hayward stands would have 
been next, both with two tiers. 

With Wolves now edging nearer to a re¬ 
turn to the top flight, owners Fosun are 
working on what would be a revamped plan 
to expand Molineux. 

The South Bank in its current guise 
opened in 1993. 

West Bromwich 
DIY help on way 

AN episode of DIY SOS where a family 
from West Bromwich was helped out will 
be screening on BBC One next Wednesday, 
March 14 at 8pm. 

Builders, led by presenter Nick Knowles 
helped to transform the home of the family 
of Crystal Chambers, a mother who died in 
October 2015 due to cancer. 


stepping into the 



Councillor Tyler 


A&E patient delays 'not 
good enough', says chief 


Jade’s entrance was out of this world 



SHE might not have won 
the contest but Jade Woot- 
ton certainly made an en¬ 
trance at the Miss Black 
Country final. 

Jade, aged 19, rocked 
up to the event at the 
Copthorne Hotel in Brierley 
Hill, with a Tardis in tow, 
helping her stand out from 
the competition. 

Aspiring model Jade, 
from Sedgley, said the police 
telephone box, straight out 
of Doctor Who, definitely 
attracted attention on the 
night 

Her father Paul bought 
the Tardis from BBC stor¬ 
age in Lincoln for £300 back 
in 2013 and it is believed the 
box was used for filming for 
episodes of the classic series 
in thel980s. 

Space 

Mr Wootton had to re¬ 
place the windows, roof and 
rear side to the box, along 
with a fresh coat of dark 
blue paint - all at a cost of 
£450, not bad for a craft 
that travels through space 
and time. 

He said: “I first got it for 
Jade’s prom but I’ve used it 


for all sorts of things since. 
I took it along when my son 
Jerome got his degree, we’ve 
used it for my 50th birthday 
and my son’s 21st too.” 

Dental nurse Jade saw 


the crown go to Alexandra 
Darby, of Rowley Regis, 
who will represent the 
Black Country in the Miss 
England finals. But she did 
win the Miss Congeniality 


award. Jade was selected 
out of 300 other Black 
Country girls to reach the 
top 13, and said she will now 
be working towards her am¬ 
bition of becoming a model. 


THE BOSS of the trust that runs Sandwell Hospital ad¬ 
mits delays in emergency care are ‘unacceptable’. 

It comes as dozens of operations were cancelled and thousands 
of patients kept waiting for hours in A&E. The trust that runs 
the hospital missed targets for both A&E waiting times and can¬ 
celled operations in January - with chief executive Toby Lewis 
admitting performance was not good enough. 

A total of 37 operations were - 


cancelled during the month as the 
trust struggled with a lack of beds 
due to intense winter pressures. 

Meanwhile only 82.5 per cent 
of A&E patients were seen within 
four hours - way below the na¬ 
tional NHS target of 95 per cent. 

The trust that runs Sandwell 
Hospital had set itself the goal of 
having 95 per cent of A&E patients 
seen within four hours by March. 
It has not met the national stand¬ 
ard for more than two years, and 
looks almost certain to fall short of 
meeting the target this month. 

Meanwhile 3,249 patients were 
kept waiting in A&E longer than 
four hours in January. 

The number of cancelled opera¬ 
tions was put down to the lack of 
beds at the trust’s two hospitals, 
Sandwell General and City Hospi¬ 
tal. A total of 17 were cancelled due 
to ‘increased emergency demand’, 
trust board papers showed. 

Three operations were cancelled 
for a second time due to ‘lack of 
beds secondary to exceptional ur¬ 
gent care demand’. In a report to 
board members, Mr Lewis said: 
“The unacceptable delays for 
emergency care continue.” 


Pressure on 
grieving staff 
to go back 

NEW research from Co-op Funeral- 
care found that 42 per cent of adults 
in the West Midlands felt pressured 
to return to work after a loss. 

A survey of bereaved people 
found 23 per cent feel they needed 
more than two weeks off before 
they were truly ready to come back. 

Also with 37 per cent of grieving 
adults in the region feeling others 
actively avoided them, 25 per cent 
said they felt isolated at work after 
suffering the loss of a loved one. 

As well as tackling feelings of 
loneliness and isolation, adults in 
the West Midlands are also left wor¬ 
rying how their grief is being per¬ 
ceived by those around them. When 
dealing with the loss of a loved one 
who is not an immediate family 
member, 16 per cent felt they had 
to justify their level of grief. 


Icy blast from Siberia causes disruption across region 



Youngsters enjoying the snow in Mary Stevens Park in Stourbridge Icicles in a Coseley canal tunnel Slip sliding buses struggle to get uphill due to snow in Gornal 



The statue of poet Ben Boucher is a lonely figure in frozen Dudley town centre A deserted Black Country Living Museum Ducks and swans on the icy lake at Dartmouth Park, West Bromwich 


Thaw-some, as big freeze melts 


HAVING survived the Beast 
from the East and Storm 
Emma, the big thaw hit the 
Black Country this week. 

So blizzards have been fol¬ 
lowed by a risk of flooding from 
melt water swollen waterways 
and burst pipes. 

Hopefully we can put the snow 
shovels back in the shed as we look 
forward to more typical early spring 
weather. 


On Monday a spokesman for the 
Environment Agency said: “We are 
monitoring conditions and are ready 
to support local authorities as they 
respond to surface-water flooding. 
Check if you’re at risk of flooding 
from rivers and the sea and get the 
latest guidance by calling 0345 988 
1188 or visiting www.gov.uk/check- 
flood-risk.” 

Schools were closed on Friday and 
there was widespread disruption 
to the transport system. Major at¬ 
tractions, including Dudley Zoo and 


the Black Country Living Museum, 
had to close during the worst of the 
weather. 

Wolves’ clash with Reading at Mo¬ 
lineux and Villa’s home meeting with 
QPR will now be rearranged after 
both were called off in the interests 
of public safety. Staff and volunteers 
worked through the night in a bid to 
save the game at Molineux, which 
was scheduled to be broadcast live 
on Sky Sports. 

Villa’s home game with QPR has 
been rearranged for March 13 after 


heavy snowfall on Friday night. It is 
the first time a Villa home game has 
been called off due to weather con¬ 
ditions since December 2000. Villa 
made a positive from the postpone¬ 
ment by donating more than 700 
packed lunches to homeless charities. 

Meanwhile, there was controversy 
at the Genting Arena when the Ste¬ 
reophonies concert went ahead on 
Thursday night but Paul Weller’s 
concert was called off at short notice 
on Friday and then Elbow’s gig went 
ahead on Saturday. 


Some theatre shows were can¬ 
celled, though comedian Dara O’Bri- 
ain was able to perform all but one of 
this three shows at Birmingham Hip¬ 
podrome and Hairspray went ahead 
at Wolverhampton Grand. 

During the cold spell volunteers 
did their bit for NHS staff by plough¬ 
ing through blistering winds to 
drive them to work. Hospital bosses 
praised the efforts of 4x4 drivers who 
responded to appeals to help get es¬ 
sential medical staff to work. 


























































New transport app 
going live in region 

A MULTI-MILLION pound scheme aimed at transforming 
the way people travel will get its UK launch in the West 
Midlands next month. 

The region has been chosen to pilot the Whim travel app, 
which enables commuters to use a combination of different 
types of public transport and taxis for a set price. 

The scheme will also include the rental of ‘Boris Bikes’ 
- 5,000 of the loan cycles are set to hit the region’s streets 
this year. 

It is the idea of Finnish firm Mobility as a Service (MaaS) 
Global and works by combining reservation and payment 
services to find the best routes and modes of transport for 
any journey. 

Whim has been launched in collaboration with the West 
Midlands Combined Authority, Transport for West Mid¬ 
lands, National Express and other transport firms. 

Chris Perry, MaaS Global’s UK lead, said the scheme 
would offer a range of transport options while taking away 
the hassle of journey planning and buying tickets, with the 
added benefit of getting people out of their cars. 

“We think this will revolutionise the way people buy and 
use all forms of transport,” he said. 

See whimapp.com/uk/ for details. 


Summerfest bill is 
topped by Lemar 



Soul singer Lemar headlines Summerfest for the hospice 

R&B and pop stars Lemar, Matt Terry and Reggie ‘n’ Bol- 
lie have been announced for Mary Stevens Hospice’s Sum¬ 
merfest at Himley Hall. The fundraising event, hosted by 
Signal 107, is take place on July 15. 

Lemar is an English singer, songwriter and record pro¬ 
ducer. He rose to fame after finishing in third place on the 
first series of Fame Academy. He has won two Brit Awards 
and three MOBO Awards to date and released his sixth 
album, The Letter, in 2015. 

The soul singer from London has had seven top 10 UK 
singles and sold more than two million albums, and is best 
known for singles such as It’s Not That Easy, Time to 
Grow, If There’s Any Justice, If She Knew, The Way Love 
Goes and Weight of the World. 

Bromley singer Matt Terry won the 13th series of The 
X Factor in 2016 and is best known for his debut single, 
When Christmas Comes Around. He released his debut 
album Trouble last year. 

Reggie ‘n’ Bollie, formerly known as Menn on Poinnt, are 
a Ghanian music duo made up of Reggie Zippy and Bollie 
Babeface. The act formed in 2012 and appeared on the 12th 
series of The X Factor in 2015, finishing as runners-up. 

The event also include a food festival and car show. Ear- 
ly-bird tickets costing £15 are available until May 6. Go to 
marystevenshospice.co.uk/event/summerfest-2018 online. 

Party surprise at 
next movie matinee 

NEW comedy film The Party will be shown at a regular 
cinema matinee next month. 

It stars Kristin Scott Thomas as Janet who has just been 
appointed to a key ministerial position. She and husband 
Bill (Timothy Spall) celebrate with a party. But as the 
guests arrive there are some explosive revelations. The 
movie also features Emily Mortimer and, from Peaky Blin¬ 
ders, Cillian Murphy. The film will be shown at Stourbridge 
Town Hall on March 19 at 1.30pm. Tickets cost £4.50. 


Surgical instrument was left in 
patient after Russells Hall op 


A MAN had a surgical instru¬ 
ment left inside him follow¬ 
ing an operation at Russells 
Hall Hospital. 

The item, believed to be a 10-inch 
‘retractor’, was discovered inside the 
patient after he returned to the hos¬ 
pital in Dudley complaining of severe 
abdominal pain. Health bosses are in¬ 
vestigating the incident. 


The patient is being kept ‘fully in¬ 
formed’ during the investigation, said 
a spokesman for the Dudley Group 
NHS Foundation Trust, which runs 
the hospital. 

A source, who asked not to be 
named, claimed the instrument con¬ 
cerned was a 10-inch retractor, which 
is used in surgical incisions. 

The man returned around two 
weeks ago with severe abdominal pain 


and, after undergoing another opera¬ 
tion, the instrument was found. 

The chief executive of the trust, 
Diane Wake, said: “We can confirm 
that we are investigating an incident 
involving a retained object following 
a surgical procedure, and the patient 
concerned is being kept fully in¬ 
formed. We will not comment further 
without the patient’s express permis¬ 
sion.” 


Play within a play for 
a ‘whodunnit’ thriller 

WHEN an actress is found dead from an apparent sui¬ 
cide after the opening night of her West End stage de¬ 
but, the playwright is left heartbroken and on the first 
anniversary of her death, he gathers the cast and crew 
from that ill-fated night in the same theatre. 

Stourbridge Theatre Company returns to the stage 
with the murder mystery Rehearsal For Murder. It is 
being staged at Stourbridge Town Hall from March 22 
to 24 at 7.30pm, directed by Sandra Griswold. 

Tickets cost £10 (concessions £8) and are available 
on 0333 666 3366 or from The French Deli in Coventry 
Street. They can also be obtained online at stourbridget 
heatre.co.uk website. 


Putting your pet first 

Vets4Pets 

West Bromwich 

OI2I 567 3250 

139 Hill Top B70 0RZ 


OUT OF HOURS 

SERVICE 
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£70 
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* 


MON TO FRI 7PM-9AM 
SAT 5PM-10.30AM 
SUN 3.30PM-9AM 


• Link to sister practice systems 
• Modern well equipped 
practice 


• Convenient Parking 
• Familiar friendly team from 
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• Telephone advice 
• No surcharge on consumables 
or procedures 


Committed to bringing your pets high 
quality care at affordable prices 
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Station Drive, Brierly Hill, 
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Carevets 
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0121 270 2282 
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Vets4 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

City firm ranked in 
workplace top 10 

WOLVERHAMPTON-BASED Char¬ 
ter Court Financial Services has been 
ranked as one of the top 10 employ¬ 
ers for the third year in a row in the 
Sunday Times 100 Best Companies to 
Work For list. 

Charter Court, based at Broad- 
lands, has grown since its launch in 
2008 to employ more than 500 people. 

Scores and ratings across a wide 
range of factors including leadership 
and fairness are based on the views 
of employees, and each year the ques¬ 
tionnaires are revised and updated to 
reflect current concerns across UK 
workplaces to provide a detailed pic¬ 
ture of working at a particular firm. 

unhappy staff fuel 
job queries boost 

APPLICATION rates for office pro¬ 
fessional posts soared by 83.7 per 
cent across Birmingham in January 
according to independent jobs website 
CV-Library. 

Lee Biggins, founder of CV-Library, 
said: “Candidates are storming the job 
market like never before. As such, it’s 
important that businesses in Birming¬ 
ham are offering the full package.” 

The survey of 1,200 workers re¬ 
vealed half (50.3 per cent) of profes¬ 
sionals in Birmingham are unhappy 
in their current roles. This job dissat¬ 
isfaction could be one of the driving 
factors behind the hike in application 
rates. 

Interim principal 
starts at college 

A COLLEGE has appointed a new in¬ 
terim principal. 

Wolverhampton College has ap¬ 
pointed Malcolm Cowgill after the de¬ 
parture of Claire Boliver, who has left 
the college after five years to become 
principal and chief executive at South 
Staffordshire College. 

Her replacement in Wolverhampton 
Mr Cowgill is a teacher with 25 years’ 
experience in the further education 
sector in East Anglia and the East 
Midlands. 

Building society to 
take old tenners 

DUDLEY Building Society will con¬ 
tinue to accept old £10 notes over the 
coming weeks. Legal tender status for 
the paper £10 notes ended on March 
1. New polymer £10 note has been in 
circulation since September. 

The society, with branches in Brier- 
ley Hill, Lower Gornal, Kingswinford, 
Perton and Dudley town centre, is en¬ 
couraging everyone to check behind 
their sofas and in their piggy banks 
for any old notes. The society will 
continue to accept them from people 
whether they are a member of the so¬ 
ciety or not. The society’s Raj Bains 
said: “The deadline seems to have 
crept up on a number of people.” 

Last of the Chairmen 
headlines soul concert 

KEN Knox, the only surviving mem¬ 
ber of American 1970s soul group 
Chairmen of the Board, is performing 
at Dudley Town Hall on April 28. He 
will be supported by The Signatures. 

The Dudley concert is part of a six- 
date tour of the UK. Knox will be per¬ 
forming Chairmen of The Board hits 
including Give Me Just A Little More 
Time. Tickets for the Dudley gig cost 
£18.50. See www.boroughhalls.co.uk 
website. 

Fewer drivers are 
caught using phones 

THE number of drivers issued with 
fixed penalty notices for using a hand 
held mobile phone at the wheel has 
dropped by more than 40 per cent 
since penalties doubled. 

A Freedom of Information request 
revealed the number of FPNs issued 
for the offence fell from 87,051 in 2016 
to 51,787 last year. Studies carried out 
by the AA suggest that the drop is due 
to road safety campaigns and the dou¬ 
bling of the fine and points. 


Black Country victims inspire campaign 


WALSALL North MP Eddie Hughes 
has called for a new charge to be cre¬ 
ated - ‘failing to stop following a fatal 
or serious injury crash’ - after this 
was raised road safety charity Brake. 

He said it was needed because ‘at 
present, British law acts as an incen¬ 
tive for the worst law-breaking driv¬ 
ers to flee a crash if they kill someone’. 

Mr Hughes called on the Govern¬ 
ment to ‘listen to the thousands of 


Report by David Cosgrove 

A GOVERNMENT minister has 
hailed the Express & Star’s 
Stop the Speeders campaign 
in Parliament - and promised 
tougher sentences for killer 
drivers will be brought in. 

Rory Stewart made the vow during 
a debate sparked by Walsall North MP 
Eddie Hughes’ who was backed the 
campaign by The Chronicle’s sister 
newspaper urging the Government to 
bring in tougher penalties for killer 
drivers. 

The MoJ wants to extend the max¬ 
imum penalty for death by dangerous 
driving from 14 years in prison to a life 
sentence. 

Mr Stewart confirmed the Govern¬ 
ment is ‘working to find a time in the 
legislative agenda’ to bring in life sen¬ 
tences for killer drivers. 

He said: “I would like to pay tribute 
to the honourable member for Wal¬ 
sall North for bringing this debate to 
the House and also to the Express & 
Star and local Labour councillor Doug 
James who have done an enormous 
amount of work on this issue. 

“We as a Government have commit¬ 
ted to increasing the penalty for death 
by dangerous driving to a life sentence. 

Agenda 

“We are now working to find a time 
in the legislative agenda to bring that 
in - this needs to happen because fami¬ 
lies at the moment feel that the system 
is not just.” 

During the 30-minute debate in 
Westminster Hall, Mr Hughes hailed 
the Stop the Speeders campaign and 
said: “The time has come for change 
and the Government must now make 
time available to implement this 
change.” 

The campaign follows several tragic 
incidents in the Black Country (see 
panel above). 


people who have already backed the 
campaign by the Express & Star and 
listen to the call of Brake to create a 
new offence’. 

“Let’s work together to ensure that 
fewer families have to grieve the loss 
of loved ones - let’s stop the speed¬ 
ers.” 

Among those killed by dangerous 
drivers were Georgie Evans, a former 
pupil of Kinver High School, who died 


when her car was hit by an Audi A6 
driven by Kuba Oles. He was speeding 
along Priory Road in Dudley when it 
happened, Wolverhampton Crown 
Court heard. The 24-year-old, of Bea- 
conview Road in West Bromwich, 
was later jailed for six years after he 
pleaded guilty to causing death by 
dangerous driving. 

Student Rebecca McManus, 21, was 
waiting at a bus stop when Sukvinder 


Mannan, who was racing at lOlmph, 
hit and killed her. The crash in Hagley 
Road West in Bearwood saw 34-year- 
old Mannan, from Halesowen, being 
jailed for eight years after admitting 
causing death by dangerous driving. 

A petition can be signed at www. 
change.org/p/theresa-may-mp-killer- 
drivers-should-have-stiffer-sentences 
website. More than 2,00 have already 
signed. 


Designing 
skills could 
bag school 
a £500 win 

ARE you a primary school in the 
Black Country or Staffordshire? Then 
your artistic talents are needed. 

After 15 successful years our sister 
daily the Express & Star has again 
launched its popular Design an Ad 
competition. Register now and your 
school could win £500. 

Every school taking part will be 
teamed up with a local business who 
advertises in the Express & Star and 
pupils will be tasked with creating an 
original advertisement for their des¬ 
ignated company. Each company will 
pick its favourite design, which will 
then feature in an eight-page colour 
supplement in the paper. 

Vote 

From this shortlist, readers will 
vote for their favourite, and every 
pupil whose design is featured in the 
supplement will be invited to a spe¬ 
cial presentation ceremony at Wolver¬ 
hampton’s Grand Theatre where they 
will be given a certificate and meet the 
other winners and their sponsors. 

Every participating school will re¬ 
ceive a £50 achievement award, plus 
the chance to win £500 if their advert 
is judged the winner. Last year almost 
1,000 children from across the region 
put crayon to paper and created some 
superb designs 

Places are limited and time is run¬ 
ning out so register now. The dead¬ 
line is Saturday (10). For details 
call 01902 319439. To register go to 
https://www.expressandstar.com/ 
news/education/2018/02/13/design- 
an-ad-register-your-school-for-the- 
chance-to-win-500/ 


Apprentice fair 
is hosted by MP 

AN MP will be holding a fair to co¬ 
incide with National Apprenticeship 
Week. 

Stourbridge MP Margot James will 
host the Apprenticeship Fair along¬ 
side Stourbridge Jobcentre tomorrow 
(Friday) at the Glasshouse College in 
Stourbridge. This event will coincide 
with National Apprenticeship Week, 
which takes place from March 5 to 9. 

This event is part of Margot’s Aspi¬ 
rations programme, which gives local 
young people the chance to participate 
in a series of workshops and network¬ 
ing fairs, designed to help them to re¬ 
alise and fulfil their potential. 

The event will take place from 5pm 
to 6:30pm at Glasshouse College. 

Attendees will be able to network 
with a number of businesses and or¬ 
ganisations. 


Minister says tougher 
sentences on the way 




STOP 


I THE 


SPEEDERS. 



Walsall North MP Eddie Hughes wants a new charge created as part of tougher sentencing on speeders 



Georgie Evans died when her car was hit by a speeder Student Rebecca McManus was killed at a bus stop 


PM hopeful over 
‘super hospital’ 


PRIME Minister Theresa May has said 
the Government is striving to ensure 
work can restart on a £350 million hos¬ 
pital after it was hit by the collapse of 
Carillion. 

Work ground to a halt on the Midland 
Metropolitan Hospital in Smethwick after 
the Wolverhampton-based building giant 
went bust. 

The hospital, which is around two- 
thirds built, was originally due to open in 
autumn 2018 but chiefs have now admit¬ 
ted it could now be delayed beyond 2020. 

Mrs May said she was hopeful work 
could ‘re-commence as soon as possible’. 

She was asked by Warley MP John 
Spellar in the Commons to commit to 
ensuring work would get back under way 
on the hospital. She said: “I understand 
more than 8,000 Carillion workers have 
had their jobs safeguarded but, of course, 
that is no comfort to those made redun¬ 
dant and their families. 

“The right honourable gentleman 
raises a specific point about the Midland 


Metropolitan Hospital. The Department 
of Health and Social Care and NHS Im¬ 
provement are working with the trust and 
the private finance initiative company so 
that work can re-commence as soon as 
possible.” 

Her comments were welcomed by the 
chief executive of the Sandwell and West 
Birmingham Hospitals NHS Trust, Toby 
Lewis, who said the aim was for work to 
restart in two months time. Mr Lewis said 
on Twitter: “Good to see cross-party sup¬ 
port today for finishing Midland Met Hos¬ 
pital at Prime Minister’s Questions. Back 
on site building this May if we can.” 

The ‘super hospital’, which is due to 
become Sandwell’s main hospital, had al¬ 
ready hit a series of delays before the col¬ 
lapse of Wolverhampton-based Carillion 
plunged the project into crisis. 

Answers on construction timescales are 
particularly pressing as there are concerns 
that continuing to run Sandwell General 
and City Hospitals with current staffing 
levels is ‘unsustainable’ in the long term. 


Sex attacker is jailed 
for assault in park 


A SEX offender whose attack on 
a terrified runner was foiled by 
passing cyclists has been jailed for 
three years. 

Shane Codd chased his victim 
as she jogged in Sandwell Valley 
Park, knocking her to the ground, 
pulling her hair and putting his 
hand inside her clothing. 

She was so traumatised by the 
assault that she has since left her 
home town of West Bromwich to 
live in a different area, Mr Simon 
Foster, prosecuting, told Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court. 

The judge commended the ac¬ 
tions of three cyclists who came to 
the woman’s rescue and helped to 
detain 51-year-old Codd. 

Mr Foster added: “She doesn’t 
know what would have happened 
to her if they hadn’t heard her 
screams.” 


The woman jogged past Codd 
on June 18 and smiled at him as 
he stepped aside to let her by. Sec¬ 
onds later she heard an ‘Oy!’ and 
turned to see that he was exposing 
himself. He made a lewd sugges¬ 
tion. She ran on, hoping he was 
‘just a flasher’, as she later told 
police, but felt unnerved. 

Eyes 

The next minute she heard foot¬ 
steps behind her and was flung on 
the ground by Codd, who grabbed 
her arm and pulled her hair. 

She told police: “He looked like 
he had pure hatred in his eyes.” 

Her assailant tried to pull her 
into bushes but she screamed and 
kicked out as Codd began a sex¬ 
ual assault. She broke free but he 
caught her again. 

The five-minute assault only 


ended when her screams were 
heard by the cyclists, who sped to 
her aid. 

Codd claimed he had run after 
the woman to ask her for a date 
and that she had punched him. 

Mr Chris O’Gorman, defend¬ 
ing, told the court that Codd had 
learning difficulties, had suffered 
‘what amounted to a breakdown’ 
following his mother’s death and 
was coping with depression. 

He said Codd had taken the run¬ 
ner’s smile as ‘an invitation’. 

Codd, of City Road, Tividale, 
pleaded guilty to exposure and 
sexual assault. 

Judge Dean Kershaw jailing him 
for three years and the defendant 
was also put on the sex offenders 
list indefinitely. 






















Region's new £7m air 
ambulance takes off 



Critical care paramedics Fay Pollock, of Sutton Coldfield, and Kerry Hemus, of Wolverhampton, at the unveiling 


A NEW upgraded £7 million 
air ambulance helicopter for 
the Midlands Air Ambulance 
Charity has been launched. 

Registered with the call sign 
‘G-RMAA’, the Airbus helicopter was 
officially unveiled last week by the 
charity’s chairman, Brendan Connor, 
with ambassadors actor John Challis, 
Paralympic equestrian Sir Lee Pear¬ 
son CBE and rugby player Neil Back 
MBE at the RAF Cosford Museum. 

The larger H145 air ambulance hel¬ 
icopter will undertake an average of 
three missions every day. 

It will provide a number of benefits 


to patient care within the Midlands - 
as well as travelling greater distances 
without the need for refuelling and 
will enable the aircrew to respond 
even faster due to increased speed ca¬ 
pability. 

The larger interior means additional 
aircrew can be flown to major incident 
scenes, and further medical equipment 
can be carried on board to treat more 
complex emergencies. 

Only Fools and Horses star John 
Challis said: “For me, it is a great 
privilege to help unveil this new hel¬ 
icopter. I have been collecting for the 
charity at my shows and people are so 
generous - they have really taken the 


charity to their hearts. They are very 
brave and dedicated people at the Mid¬ 
lands Air Ambulance Charity.” 

Lee Pearson CBE, 11-times 
Paralympic games gold medallist hav¬ 
ing represented British para-eques- 
trianism, said: “A lot sport accidents 
take place in the middle of nowhere - 
equestrian riders have used the service 
this charity provide, myself included. 
This new piece of kit will help by sav¬ 
ing many lives.” 

Former England Rugby star Neil 
Back MBE said: “What this helicopter 
will provide is speed and time - and 
that is crucial for the difference be¬ 
tween life and death.” 


ONE OF THE LARGEST 
STOCKISTS OF CARPET 
IN THE COUNTRY 

Over 200 Part Rolls 


At STD we have the best fitters and 
we are NEVER undercut on price 


SALE NOW 

ON 
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■2 11 .JH 


•8% I I 


Majesty bleach cleanable.£13.95.£9.95 

Sensations Heathers.£16.95.£12.95 

Waterproof bathroom carpet....£18.95.£8.36 

Contract wilton.£18.95.£8.95 

Plus many more great offers 


OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
9.00 to 5.30; 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00; 
Closed Wednesdays 


mm 

I All end rolls with 
this voucher 



Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00 Closed Wednesdays 
Church Street, Brierley Hill DY5 3PT 
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sq 


01384 76448 

www.stdcarpets.com 







Aqua Bouquets, Jugs etc... 

from only £20, £25, £30 

Plus lots more to 
suit all pockets 
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Free bunch of 
Daffodils when you 
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AT its peak cult children’s TV show Knightmare 
pulled in more than six million viewers - and 
fans of the series will be taking a special Black 
Country trip down memory lane this week. 

The critically acclaimed stage adaptation of the late 
1980s and early 1990s cult classic, Knightmare Live, is 
coming to Brierley Hill Civic Hall tonight (Thursday). 
Hundreds of fans have already snapped up tickets. 

The concept of the TV show was simple. Teams of four chil¬ 
dren would attempt to beat all the devilish traps of a virtual 
reality dungeon. Goblins, giant spiders, and talking walls were 
just some of the obstacles that needed to be overcome along 
the way. 

One of the four would be the dungeoneer, blinded by wearing 
the infamous helmet of justice. He or she would be guided by 
the other three, of course with the help of dungeon master Tre- 
guard, played by Hugo Myatt. 

The idea to create a live version of the show came nearly 20 
years after its run on television screens ended. 

Paul Flannery, who created the show and also plays Treguard 
in the live version, said: “Like most of life’s good ideas, I was in 
a pub when Knightmare Live drew first breath. 

“It came about as a result of a simple conversation about 
what would make a good Edinburgh show. Funhouse, The Crys¬ 
tal Maze and Art Attack were all mooted before Knightmare. 
After that night, I just couldn’t get the idea out of my head. 

Patronise 

“I could see Knightmare working, the mechanics lent them¬ 
selves to the stage far better than any of the others. 

“I’d always been a fan of Knightmare since I was a kid. The 
thing that sticks out for me and what I think contributed to its 
success, is that it didn’t patronise the contestants. If you made 
a mistake, you died and that was it, bye bye. 

“A lot of other kids shows seemed to give away huge prizes 
for very little effort. Even if you did win Knightmare - which 
only eight teams ever did in eight seasons - the prize was a 
simple trophy.” 

Paul and his team took the show to the Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival for the first time in 2013 - and the response was in¬ 
credible. The show sold out for the whole run and received a 
clutch of four and five-star reviews. 

It has continued to receive critical acclaim ever since, with 
annual Edinburgh runs and the show also becoming a regular 
part of the Underbelly Festival on the Southbank of London. 
“During a show at the End of the Road Festival, the organisers 
had to stop people coming into the forest glade stage area,” 
Paul said. “About 1,500 people had decided to miss the end of 
the Flaming Lips and see our little show. 

“About three-quarters of the way through we were asked to 



Lord Fear and live show Treguard, alias Paul Flannery A scene from the original TV series of Knightmare 



Obstacles faced by the Knightmare contestants 

keep it down as the neighbours from a mile away had com¬ 
plained about the noise, basically people laughing. I can think 
of no higher praise.” 

The show also became award-winning last year, landing the 
prestigious ‘Best Live Event’ gong at gaming convention UK 
LARP. 

So what can people expect from the show at Brierley Hill? 
“The show’s current format is far more improvised than it 
has been in the past,” Paul said. “In Brierley Hill you can ex- 


Original Treguard Hugo Myatt and creator Paul Flannery 

pect to be asked to name the quest the dungeoneer is going 
on. We’ll be taking quest items from the audience at the start 
too, these are unusual items people have brought with them to 
‘help’ with the quest. 

“Also a few lucky people will get to wear the iconic helmet of 
Justice and partake in the quest.” 

Tickets for Knightmare Live cost £10. Children are welcome, 
although parents are warned there may be some mild swearing 
due to the improvised nature of the show. 


New York gangs 
fight turf war in 
west Side Story 

GROUND-BREAKING musical West Side 
Story is being performed in Stourbridge 
this week. 

Inspired by Shakespeare’s Romeo and 
Juliet, the original Broadway production 
opened in 1957, featuring music by Leonard 
Bernstein and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim. 
This show marked the latter’s Broadway 
debut. 

A 1961 movie of the musical followed, 
with a host of Tony and Academy Award 
nominations, bringing the raw reality of 
gang life on the streets of New York to 
world. 

Depicting the struggle between rival 
gangs, The Jets and The Sharks, West Side 
Story is essentially a tale of love, where an 
all-American boy, Tony, falls for Puerto 
Rican girl Maria, the sister of Sharks leader 
Bernado. Amid racial prejudice and cultural 
differences, how can their love survive? 

The unforgettable score includes One 
Hand, One Heart, Somewhere, I Feel 
Pretty, America, Tonight and Maria. 

It is rarely performed by amateurs, but 
one group who have been brave enough to 
take it on is TAB Operatic Society. The run 
kicked off last night (Wednesday) and it 
is on until Saturday at Stourbridge Town 
Hall, with showtimes at 7.30pm and a Sat¬ 
urday matinee at 2.30. 

In TAB’s production, Mitchell Bastable 
appears as Bernado, with Dan Smith as 
Tony, Beth Berwick-Lowe as Maria and 
Grant Chapman as Riff. 

Tickets are £17-£13. Call 07722417962 or 
visit www.taboperatic.com 


Ale festival help call 

MORE volunteers are needed to help with 
the annual Stourbridge Beer Festival next 
month. 

The Stourbridge and Halesowen branch 
of the Campaign for Real Ale is staging the 
event in the town hall from April 25 to 28 
with more than 100 beers to feature. 

Help is needed with manning the bars 
and setting up and taking down. Sign up at 
stourbridgebeerfest. org.uk 
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“•Event set to 
help career 
ambitions at 
council HQ 

HUNDREDS of jobs and apprentice¬ 
ships are up for grabs at a Sandwell 
Council event tomorrow, Friday. 

Anyone looking for a job, interested 
in an apprenticeship or up for a ca¬ 
reer change is invited to go along to 
the Careers in Sandwell event at the 
council house in Oldbury. 

Posts up for grabs include appren¬ 
ticeships with the council in a range 
of roles - plus the council is recruiting 
around 50 full-time, permanent home 
support assistants. The event is the 
culmination of National Apprentice¬ 
ship Week 2018. 

Experts will be on-hand to offer 
practical advice on applying for ap¬ 
prenticeships and jobs, help with 
finding training and specialist support 
for people with disabilities looking 
for work. Visitors can also chat with 
council apprentices who will be able to 
talk about their experiences. 

Sandwell Council’s cabinet mem¬ 
ber for regeneration, Councillor Paul 
Moore said: “Over the past five years 
we’ve helped more than 1,000 people 
to find an apprenticeship or a job with 
the council or a local company and 
we’re hoping this event will help us 
reach even more.” 

The event, which is in the council 
chambers of the main council build¬ 
ing on Freeth Street, runs from 2pm 
until 6pm. No appointment is neces¬ 
sary and the event is open to people 
of any age. 

Preferred school 
choice is missed 

MORE than one in four parents in 
Sandwell missed out on the preferred 
secondary school for their children. 

Just 73 per cent of parents were 
successful in getting their top school. 
More than 10 per cent missed out on 
their top three preferences, with 89 
per cent successful. Education chiefs 
said more than 4,000 children have 
secured a place in their parents’ pre¬ 
ferred secondary school in Sandwell. 

Children’s services chief, Councillor 
Simon Hackett, said: “It’s good news 
that we continue to offer such a high 
percentage of parents their preferred 
choices. We’ve worked hard on mak¬ 
ing sure we meet demand for school 
places and have proposals for brand 
new schools to open in the coming 
years.” 


Homes lose power 

NEARLY two dozen homes in Old¬ 
bury were affected when a power cut 
hit. More than 20 properties in High¬ 
bury Road, Thompson Road and Suf¬ 
folk Close were hit by the problem at 
about 11.30am last Thursday. 


Green light for next stage of 



An artist’s impression of the scheme 


COUNCILLORS have given the 
green light to a 13-storey landmark 
office building as the next phase of de¬ 
velopment at Paradise Birmingham. 

Another office building and a 
250-bedroom hotel will also form part 
of the next stage of work on the £700 
million transformation of the city cen¬ 
tre. City councillors have given plan¬ 
ning permission for the 280,000 sq ft 
One Centenary Way building which 
will overlook a transformed Cente¬ 
nary Square. 

Meanwhile construction firm 
BAM has just started work on Two 


Chamberlain Square while work is 
continuing on improvements to the 
public space in Chamberlain Square. 
Work on the nearly completed One 
Chamberlain Square building - to 
be the new regional headquarters of 
accountants PwC - is currently sus¬ 
pended after the collapse of builder 
Carillion. 

Work on the newest building is ex¬ 
pected to start later this year. 

Designed by Birmingham-based 
Glenn Howells Architects, One Cen¬ 
tenary Way incorporates three-metre 
wide horizontal windows, encased 


Paradise 

within an exposed darker structural 
steel fagade. The building will over¬ 
look the redesigned Centenary Square 
and will open out onto Centenary 
Way, linking Victoria, Chamberlain 
and Centenary Squares, offering large 
office floorplates of 22,500 sq ft and 
space for shops and restaurants at 
ground level. 

One Centenary Way will be the first 
building developed as part of Phase 
Two of Paradise Birmingham. This 
next phase will also deliver a further 
office building, Three Chamberlain 
Square, along with four-star hotel. 


Super Oscar battling 
back in cancer fight 



Proud parents, Mark and Cheryl Beardsmore with Oscar, aged three, who is nearing the end of his treatment 


A BRAVE youngster from- 
Wednesbury has been show¬ 
ing his super hero spirit in 
a gruelling cancer battle he 
has been fighting for nearly a 
third of his life. 

Spiderman fanatic Oscar Beard- 
more, aged three, was diagnosed 
with Rhabdomyosarcoma in June 
last year, a rare form of cancer 
that affects the soft tissue. 

After undergoing chemotherapy for 
seven months, the superhero-obsessed 
youngster is now in Germany having 
proton beam therapy. 

His family hope he can ring the End 
of Treatment Bell at Birmingham 
Childrens’ Hospital when he returns 
home in April. 

Oscar is also desperate to start at 
Priory Primary School, which he was 
due to begin in September, where his 
classmates and teachers are waiting 
for him. 

Mum Cheryl, age 42, said: “Oscar is 
just a typical little boy, he loves cars, 
Lego and dinosaurs. He loves superhe¬ 
roes too - Spiderman is his hero. 

Difficult 

“It’s so sweet, he has a Hickman 
Line which goes into his chest for 
chemotherapy and he believes every 
time he has the medicine that he’s 
going to develop super powers. When 
he wakes up the first thing he does is 
check his wrists for his web shooters.” 

Oscar’s difficult journey began 
when parents Mark and Cheryl first 
noticed a lump on the side of his head 
in April last year. 

They thought he might have 
bumped it at nursery, but when told 
that was not the case, they booked 
him in at the doctors and soon discov¬ 
ered he had cancer. 

Cheryl, an office worker at Power 
Utilities Group in Walsall, added: 


“Oscar had to have 13 rounds of 
chemotherapy which started in early 
July and finished in January. And 
now he’s having 28 sessions of proton 
therapy. 

“He’s coping really, really well. We 
are trying, on the days around it, to 
take him to the zoo and on other little 
adventures so he can remember the 
trip for happy times rather than it all 
being based around the radiotherapy.” 

The treatment is only available in 
Germany and America currently, but 


may be coming to the UK next year, 
Cheryl said. Due to the lump being 
near his face, Oscar was put forward 
for the proton beam therapy as it is 
a lot more precise than regular radio¬ 
therapy, and only targets the diseased 
cells. 

Each session takes 30 minutes and 
requires little Oscar to be put under 
general anaesthetic, as he has to keep 
very still. 

Cheryl added: “He has them five 
days a week, and because he’s under 


anaesthetic it does take it out of him. 
It’s a lot for him to take on.” 

Oscar and his family will also be 
taking part in this year’s Fun Family 
5 for Birmingham Children’s Hospital 
Charity on June 16, to raise money 
for Ward 15 Oncology, as they did last 
year. 

Visitjustgiving.com/fundraising/os- 
carbeardmore to help the Beardmore 
family raise funds or see facebook. 
com/followoscarsjourney for more on 
Oscar’s Journey. 


On your barks! Get set for Crufts show 


T 



DOG owners and their prized pooches have been getting ready this week, to go walkies down to the National 
Exhibition Centre for Crufts 2018. The big show - where every dog has its day - kicks off today, Thursday, 
and runs until Sunday with thousands of people to descend on the venue near Birmingham. And it will be 
non-stop action with no time to ‘paws’ as dogs take part in a range of categories, from agility, to freestyle 
heelwork, flyball and more. There will also be a variety of displays and stalls for visitors to browse across the 
four days. Watch the Crufts 2018 trailer and see a full schedule at The Chronicle’s sister paper The Express & 
Star’s website at expressandstar.com 


Baggies' Brendon 
enters 75km race 

BAGGIES legend Brendon Batson is gearing 
up for a 75km cycle challenge to raise funds for 
a charity close to his heart. 

The 65-year-old, who played for West Brom¬ 
wich Albion from 1978 to 1982, will be taking 
on Ride the Reservoir in aid of Birmingham St 
Mary’s Hospice. 

Taking place on March 18, the fundraiser 
starts at Bartley Green before extending into 
the scenic villages of Romsley, Belbroughton, 

Chaddesley Corbett, Barnt Green and then 
back to the reservoir. 

Brendon, who will be joined by hundreds of 
other keen cyclists, is showing his support for 
the hospice that cared for his late wife, Cecily, 
who died from a brain tumour, aged 57, in 2009. 

He said: “The care Cecily and my family 
received was just incredible. It was a massive 
comfort she was cared for at home and I’ll never 
forget the kindness and dignity the nurses and 
doctors showed us. Taking on Ride the Reser¬ 
voir is my way of continuing to say thank you 
to the hospice.” 

Registration for the ride costs £20 online at 
birminghamhospice.org.uk/Event/rtr2018 Brendon Batson with his bike 



NEWS IN BRIEF 

Caitlin Moran to 
give fame tips 

WOLVERHAMPTON author and col¬ 
umnist Caitlin Moran will take to the 
stage in Birmingham in a brand new 
show this summer. 

The Raised By Wolves writer will 
be at the city’s Town Hall to discuss 
her latest novel How To Be Famous - 
a sequel to the Sunday Times number 
one best-seller How To Build A Girl. 

Caitlin says she will be ‘talking 
about who the best famous people are 
and how to deal with it when they’re 
‘problematic’; the video to Charlie 
XCX’s Boys; why the stone Rihanna 
keeps gaining and losing is awesome 
and normal; why ‘bad boys’ have had 
their day and more’. 

A copy of the new book will be in¬ 
cluded with every ticket bought for 
the show. The talk will take place on 
June 28. Tickets are priced between 
£28 and £33, visit www.thsh.co.uk/ 

Join DJ Sara Cox 
for 1980s event 

RADIO and TV star Sara Cox is set 
to present an 1980s-themed party in 
Birmingham. The Bolton broadcast¬ 
er, best known for her time present¬ 
ing the Radio One Breakfast Show, 
currently hosts Sounds of the 80s on 
BBC Radio Two. 

Sara began her career when she 
appeared in the music video for Or¬ 
chestral Manoeuvres in the Dark’s 
1993 single Everyday and on a con¬ 
troversial promotional poster for the 
1995 video game Wipeout. Her first 
TV show was in 1996, when she pre¬ 
sented The Girlie Show on Channel 4. 

Sara Cox’s 80s Night is at Birming¬ 
ham’s 02 Institute on May 19. 

Nursery fun day 
for music funds 

A BLACK Country nursery is holding 
an Easter fun day to raise money for 
its children. 

Bright Lights Day Care in Smeth¬ 
wick is working with businesses in 
the town to raise money to fund music 
sessions for its children. 

The nursery, which says it has lots 
of children who speak English as an 
additional language and some chil¬ 
dren who need speech and language 
therapy, say music sessions act as a 
‘fantastic’ support for the youngsters. 

The fun day, which takes place on 
March 29, will feature both free and 
paid for activities. 

Moon on rise at 
Hare and Hounds 

LOS Angeles trio Lo Moon are set to 
play at the Hare & Hounds in Bir¬ 
mingham to coincide with the release 
their self-titled debut record. 

Released on Columbia Records, it 
features guest turns by The War On 
Drugs’ Adam Granduciel and Charlie 
Hall, who they supported on tour last 
year. Those who missed them in Bir¬ 
mingham in the autumn supporting 
London Grammar can catch them at 
the Kings Heath venue on May 24. 

Relatives of man 
who died sought 

THE Black Country coroner’s office is 
appealing for help in tracing the rel¬ 
atives of man who died last week at 
Sandwell General Hospital aged 45. 

Royston John Davies, who was born 
on October 14, 1972, lived at Princip 
Street, Birmingham. He passed away 
at the hospital on February 20. An¬ 
yone who can help in contacting Mr 
Davies’ next of kin is asked to call Ra¬ 
chel on 0121 5697200. 

Elvis to enter the 
building, at Dudley 

ELVIS fans will be treated to some of 
the King’s biggest hits during a con¬ 
cert later this month. 

Singer Richard Griffin is bringing 
The Elvis Presley Songbook to Dudley 
Town Hall on March 29. To book tick¬ 
ets, which cost £7, call 01384 812812 
or go online to borough halls.co.uk. 
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with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

V* 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 




Handheld Carpet Cleaner 


This compact handheld cleaner 
from Maxi Vac makes light work 
of cleaning carpets and 
upholstery. Simply choose your 
preferred cleaning solution, pour 
into the 300ml fresh water tank 
and operate the spray and 
vacuum mode. 

The water and dirt are collected 
in a separate, easy to empty 
900ml tank. 


Measures: L34 x W19.5 x 
H21.5cm. Weight: 2.7kg. Please 
note excessive foaming 
detergents are not advised and 
the carpet and upholstery may 
require a dry vacuum before and 
after use. 

D9496 Handheld Carpet Cleaner 
D9497 Three Extra Brush Heads 

£12.99 


Only £49.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Window Vac 


Only £29.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Keeping your windows 

• sparkling and streak- 

• free has never 
been so easy. By 

® combining a spray 
bottle, wiper and 
window vac all in 

• one set, you’re able 

• to remove stubborn 
dirt, condensation, water 
marks and general spills 
from windows, shower screens, tiles, mirrors and 
more and achieve the finish you want. 

• Saving time and effort, it is also more hygienic 
as it eliminates direct contact with dirty water. 

The window vac also features a 280ml dirty water 
reservoir that can be removed and emptied after 
use. A full charge will give you twenty minutes of 

% use. Dimensions: L35 x W28 x H16cm. Weighs 

• 1kg. Power: 12W. 

• D8876 Window Vac 

VIDEO ^ 




Maxi Vac 1000W 
Stick Vacuum 


Only £29.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Make light work of household cleaning with this two-in-one 
1000W stick vacuum by Maxi Vac. 

The design is compact and lightweight making it perfect for 
cleaning in tighter spaces, and at only 2.2kg carrying it from 
room to room is a breeze. 

The vacuum can be used both handheld and upright thanks to 
the innovative design. To transform your vacuum from 
handheld to an upright, simply add the floor cleaning head and 
the extension handle and there is also a handy crevice tool for 
those really tight spaces. The floor head features a dual wheel 
system to allow for smooth, easy gliding on most floor 
surfaces. 

This vacuum offers a much more hygienic method of cleaning 
thanks to its bagless design and HEPA filtration system. 

The 1.5 litre dust collection tank can simply be emptied 
straight into the bin, without the 
laborious task of emptying a bag. The 
filter also helps to trap microscopic 
particles to give a deeper, thorough 
clean without any extra effort. 

Measures: L25.5 x W14.7 x H110.5cm. 

Weighs 2.22kg. Also available to buy 
is an accessory pack to make your 
machine even more versatile. 

G1025 Maxi Vac 1000W Stick 
Vacuum 

G1027 Pack of Three Replacement 
Filters £7.99 

* G1031 Accessory Pack £12.99 



Easy Steam 
Steam Mop 


Only £39.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


There is no need for expensive and harsh chemicals, the mop 
combines the sterilising power of steam with the absorbency 
of microfibre pads. The steam flow control function means you 
can select the amount of steam produced, to ensure protection 
and a perfect clean on whatever material it is used on. 

With a 300ml capacity water tank that gives you up to 20 
minutes’ steam time between refills, it means less time fussing 
with filling up and more time cleaning. 

It comes with two microfibre cloth pads for cleaning hard 
floors, a carpet glider to use on rugs and carpets, a nylon round 
brush for use on delicate surfaces such as tiles and worktops, 
a wire round brush for use on harder surfaces, an angle nozzle 
for cleaning grout in bathrooms and kitchens, a wide brush to 
cover larger areas with soft nylon bristles, a scraper nozzle for 
use on surfaces with layers of grime, a jet nozzle for targeting 
hard to remove dirt and grime, a window attachment to use the 
power of steam for streak free windows, and a garment brush 
with nylon bristle attachment. 

With an ergonomically designed handle to reduce hand and 
wrist strain, a 180-degree swivel triangular head to get into tight 
spaces. Manoeuvring the steam mop is easy, making it the 
perfect addition to your household 
cleaning tools. 

Also available to purchase is a 
pack of three spare pads for your 
Easy Steam steam mop. 

G2107 Easy Steam Steam Mop 
G2108 Spare Pads £9.99 




Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

81629 

Order online at 
: expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 27th Nov 2017 - 26th Feb 2018. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (81629), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 

Address_ Postcode 


Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GR0UP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_ EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No_ 

My card number is: 

i i i i irTTTii i i i i i r i i ii i i i s e rt m/m arm/m as rm 

“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box n if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 
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£4.95 






















































































SUNDAY BUFFET From 5pm 

ADULTS £9.95 CHILDREN (UNDER 8) £5.95 


HELP YOURSELF TO AS 
MUCH AS YOU LIKE 

T&C’s apply 


2 P P A SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

I | \ I (Eat in main course only!) 

Surcharge for fish and king prawn T&C’s apply 

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 


Not available on Sunday 11th March 


67-69 High Street, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3BQ | www.banglaloungehalesowen.co.uk | TEL: 0121 585 7020 / 501 3816 
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The Maypole 



Function Room 
available 


£75 

1/2 Price with this voucher. When 


taking catering too, room is free 

Monday - Thursday 
4pm till 7pm 

Thatchers Haze £3.00 


All other Draught Beers £2.45, 
Bitter £1.99 

* Excludes Bank Holidays 

Bassnage Road, Halesowen 

0121 218 7921 


Spring Meadow 

Suzie's Back!! 

Newly fitted juke box 



Every other Sunday, 
4 - 8pm 


z/ezuryu z/6wrwle^d wAawidu z/ awPu 
Saturday 31 st March 
7.30pm 

dPa/y//^ dd/ce U’a i.920&/ 

PPewiadSdt&re ewco4M«Mfecl/ 

Help us to raise money for Ronald Mcdonald Houjse! 

. Spring Meadow Pub Halesowen Road, y 
Cradley Heath B64 6NP / 


255 Halesowen Road, 
Cradley B64 6NP 


Beautiful moments 
of humour and joy 


I t’s been called ‘a spellbinding 
production’. And the contemporary 
cultural phenomenon that is The 
Kite Runner will make its debut at 
Birmingham’s REP from Tuesday to 
March 24. 

The performances follow an outstanding West End 
for the show, which is based on Khaled Hosseini’s 
international bestselling novel. 

Audiences can look forward to a haunting tale of 
friendship which spans cultures and continents and 
follows one man’s journey to confront his past and find 
redemption. 

The action centres on Afghanistan, a divided country 
on the verge of war and in which two childhood friends 
are about to be torn apart. 

The scene is set on a beautiful afternoon in Kabul when 
the skies are full of the excitement and joy of a kite-flying 
tournament. But neither Hassan nor Amir can foresee the 
terrible incident which will shatter their lives forever. 

The production features an impressive cast, including 
Ravi Aujla, Jo Ben Ayed, Raj Ghatak, Amiera Darwish and 
Rez Kabir. 

Rez plays Mary in the story of youth, transgression and 
redemption. 

She believes audiences will go away having learned 
much. 

“Younger audiences will take something from it, an 
older generation will pick up on something else, but the 
great appeal of this play is the beautiful moments of joy 
and humour that exist in life. Everyone will be able to 
connect.” 

The play is brought to life by music created by musical 
director and composer Jonathan Girling. 

He say: “Putting on a play always involves 
collaboration. The most important person is the director, 
who puts the team together, makes all the final decisions, 
and is the driving force behind the production. 

“The rest of the creative team is made up of the writer, 
the set-designer, lighting designer, composer, movement 
director, sound designer, fight director and that’s just 
the tip of the iceberg. There’s a huge team of people that 
have made The Kite Runner happen. 

As the composer, the script and director are always 
my primary points of reference when thinking about the 
music. What does the script say to me (what sounds, 
tunes, emotions, textures or colours does it make me 
imagine?), and then what does the 
director want to do with the play? 

“Once I’ve spent some time 
with the director and script, I’ll 
start working on ideas, listing 
key scenes and moments 
in the drama. These initial 
ideas - normally written notes 
on traditional manuscript, or 
an instrument or two - are 
then introduced into the 
rehearsal room, and 
that’s where the real 
magic starts to 
happen.” 

Jonathan says 
with the first version 
of the show, The 
Kite Runner had 
a great singer 
whose voice 
inspired him 
to think about 
writing songs to 
underpin some 
key emotional 
scenes. After 
he’d written 
the songs, and 
taught him the 
music, they 
rehearsed 
them into 



m 



each scene to see how they worked. Tabla was also an 
important addition. 

“The next most important person for me in The Kite 
Runner is the near-omnipresent tabla player. The tabla 
- Indian drums you’ll see at the front of the stage - are 
mentioned in the script, but the use of tabla music 
presented me with my biggest challenge. I hadn’t 
researched Indian music since I was at university, so 
I enlisted the help of the Asian 
Music Network (Viram Jasani) 
and Emeritus Professor of Afghan 
Music & Ethonomusicology at 
Goldsmiths, John Baily. 

“Viram helped me find a tabla 
player - Hanif Kahn - and 
John took me through the 
(very subtle!) differences 
between Afghan, Indian 
and Pakistan classical 
music. 

“With their initial help 
and oversight, Hanif 
and I started on a 
five-week exploration 
of collaborative 
creativity that 
produced all of 
the tabla music in 
The Kite Runner. 
Hanif couldn’t read 
western notation, 
and I couldn’t 
understand how 
on earth he played 
such complex 
rhythms, so 
we initially just 
had to find a way 
of communicating 
(mostly in gestures, 
sounds and taps!). 


The most important 
person is the 
director, who puts 
the team together 


“In the end, some of the rhythms are original Jonathan 

- as in Asset’s first appearance - and others are me 
honing and shaping traditional Indian rhythms into music 
cues useful for the drama, perfectly executed by Hanif on 
the stage.” 

As Jonathan and Hanif introduced more and more 
tabla music into the show, things started to take shape. 
But the one thing Jonathan never interfered with was 
Hanif’s pre-show performance, in which he demonstrates 
his virtuosity. 

The Kite Runner also features plenty of songs. 

Jonathan adds: “The songs themselves are sung live but 
off-stage, hidden from the audience. The singers can see 
the action, but we can’t see them. 

“I experimented with a number of ragas - Indian 
classical scales, akin to Western major and minor scales 

- to reinforce the authentic nature of The Kite Runner. In 
the end, the songs were based on Raag Malkauns, one of 
the oldest Indian ragas, each one a variation on the other 
(apart from the female ‘wailing’ song). 

“The raga contains a haunting, contemplative character 
that lends itself well to the play.” 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 























contemporary circus show 


After a sell-out West End run and nationwide 
tour, Cirque Berserk! the UK’s biggest 
theatre-circus spectacular is conning back to 
the West Midlands. 

After thrilling audiences at Birmingham Rep last 
year, the daring troupe will be at the New Alexandra 
Theatre from March 14 to 18 with evening and matinee 
shows. 

Combining contemporary cirque-style artistry with 
adrenaline-fuelled stunt action, Cirque Berserk! is a 


spectacle including the famous motorcycle Globe of 
Death that sees four motorcyclists reaching speeds 
of over 60mph within the confines of a locked steel 
sphere. 

Audiences can also experience exhilarating acts 
featuring more than 30 jugglers, acrobats, aerialists, 
dancers, drummers and daredevil stuntpeople. 

For further details see www.atgtickets.com/shows/ 
cirque-berserk/new-alexandra-theatre-birmingham 
online. 


Fatherhood brings 
a reBrand for comic 


Bad boy of comedy 
Russell Brand will return to 
Birmingham’s Symphony 
Hall tonight (Thursday) with 
his new show, Re:Birth. 

The show came about after 
Brand became a parent, which he 
says poses the question: “How can 
you be a dangerous, edgy, rebel 
with a tiny little daughter?” 

Brand brought the show to 
Birmingham late last year - and 
it was evident that much had 
changed since his previous tours. 

He admits he’s changed 
considerably. He told one 
interviewer: “Yes, I’m less mad now. 


I was a needy person. I mean, that 
condition abides, but I manage it 
better now, I think.” 

Brand’s show features his 
observations on Donald Trump, 
fatherhood and his frequently 
turbulent relationship with the 
media. 

When he last visited Birmingham, 
he spoke at length about a 
disastrous interview with Jeremy 
Paxman and also showed that he 
has been willing to learn from his 
mistakes. 

Brand says much of the change 
in his life came about when he met 
his wife, Laura Gallacher. He told 
one interviewer that it had changed 



his approach 
to the way he 
lives - and also to money. 

“I’m lucky because I have been 
dirty poor and now I’m stinky 
rich - not that rich actually, I gave 
away a lot. But it doesn’t make 
that much difference. I am in a 
position of privilege, there’s no 
question about it. I am not trying to 
motivate anyone into trying to get 
their hands on a stack of cash, it’s 
more like a motivation to recognise 
that you probably already have 
what you need and, while you can 
purchase pleasure with a big stack 
of cash, you cannot purchase 
happiness.” 


A razor-sharp 
show from WOS 


You’ll never trust a barber 

again-the macabre tale 

of Sweeney Todd (played f 

by Richard Poynton, M 1 

pictured) is coming to f 

Wolverhampton Grand I g. 

Theatre from Tuesday 1 i 

to Saturday. One of \ J 

Stephen Sondheim’s f 

most powerful scores, 

this musical concerns the 

infamous cut-throat barber who 

took bloody revenge against those who wronged 

him in 19th century London. Don’t have a pie for 

dinner. Walsall Operatic Society are on stage at 

7.30pm plus Saturday matinee. 


Symphony orchestra 
play Bowie favourites 

The City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra present 
an orchestral tribute to The Music of David Bowie at 
the Symphony Hall tomorrow (Friday). Brent Havens 
will conduct the CBSO, joined by a rock band and 
West End star Tony Vincent, for new interpretations 
of such Bowie classics as Life on Mars, Heroes, 

Ashes to Ashes, Ziggy Stardust and Space Oddity. 
New York-based singer Tony Vincent was in the 
Broadway cast of Rent and went on to play the lead 
role of Galileo Figaro in Queen musical We Will Rock 
You in London, performing Bohemian Rhapsody with 
Queen during 2002’s Party at the Palace. He went on 
to originate the role of St Jimmy in Green Day musical 
American Idiot. Before the concert, young musicians 
will be performing music inspired by Bowie as part of 
CBSO’s Project Remix. See thsh.co.uk for details. 


Mothers Day 


MESSAGE 

_SUNDAY, MARCH 1 ^^^^ 

Place an illustrated jVblbsr’s Day 
message in the Express & Star 
Saturday March 10 

ONLY £4.99 

CALL 01902 317 878 

Or fill in the coupon below 





Write your message here. One word per box 


Mother’s surname:.First name: 




















Sender’s name:.Sender’s number:. 

Sender’s email:. 


If you have selected an illustrated message, please enclose a cheque for £4.99, 
made payable to M.N.A, and send to the address below. 

Or place a FREE message in the Express & Star. 
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using discount code M100 or complete coupon and send to address below. 
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BBC1 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Hitchcock's Shower Scene: 
78/52 

(BBC2,9pm) 

Premiere. Documentary 
taking a look at the enduring 
legacy of the infamous and 
iconic shower scene in 
Alfred Hitchcock's Psycho - in 
which Janet Leigh's character 
Marion Crane is stabbed to 
death - a segment that arguably 
changed the course of world 
cinema. The sequence took a 
week to film and used up a 
quarter of the movie's entire 
production schedule, requiring 
78 set-ups and 52 cuts to 
achieve. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Classic Mary Berry. (R) 

12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 MasterChef. (R) 2.15 
MasterChef. (R) 3.15 Coast and Country 
Auctions. 4.00 Live Six Nations Rugby 
Union. France v England (Kick-off 
4.45pm). 

7.00 BBC News. 

7.10 Regional Programme. 

7.20 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
present as famous faces take part 
in the general knowledge quiz in 
which they try to come up with the 
least likely correct answers to a 
series of questions posed to 
members of the public. 
Contestants are Bob Harris, Chris 
Difford, Kerry Godliman, Miles 
Jupp, Jenny Eclair, Linda Robson, 
Debbie McGee and Angelos 
Epithemiou. 

8.10 Casualty. Jac Naylor arrives in the 
ED and sets an ultimatum. CEO 
Serena Campbell wants the Rage 
in Resus blog to be shut down by 
the end of the day or its author - 
and Ethan-will be fired. 

9.00 Troy: Fall of a City. Achilles’ shock 
attack on Troy’s ally Cilicia 
devastates the Trojans and puts 
the spotlight on Helen. Meanwhile, 
Andromache receives both good 
and bad news, and a bitter dispute 
erupts between Agamemnon and 
Achilles. The fourth episode of 
David Farr’s Ancient Greek 
historical drama based on the 
Trojan War and the love affair 
between Paris and Helen, starring 
Louis Hunter, David Gyasi, Bella 
Dayne, Chloe Pirrie, Johnny 
Harris, Lemogang Tsipa, David 
Threlfall, Frances O’Connor and 
Jamie-Lee Money. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Manchester United v 
Liverpool at Old Trafford and 
Chelsea v Crystal Palace at 
Stamford Bridge. 

11.45Film: A Few Best Men. (2011) An 
Englishman proposes to his 
Australian girlfriend, but the antics 
of his three best men turn the 
wedding into a disaster. Comedy, 
starring Xavier Samuel. 

1.15 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.20 
BBC News. 


6.10 The Wonder of Animals. (R) 6.40 
Naomi’s Nightmares of Nature. (R) 7.10 
The Pets Factor. 7.30 The Dengineers. 
8.00 Absolute Genius: Monster Builds. 

8.30 Beyond Bionic. 9.00 Robot Wars. 
(R) 10.00 Gorilla Family and Me. (R) 
11.00 Homes Under the Hammer. (R) 
12.00 Cats v Dogs: Which Is Best? (R) 

I. 00 Film: The Caine Mutiny. (1954) 

3.00 Escape to the Country. (R) 3.30 Me 
and My Dog: The Ultimate Contest. (R) 

4.30 Final Score. 5.30 Flog It! (R) 

6.00 Hugh’s Wild West. Hugh Fearnley- 
Whittingstall discovers how the 
people and animals of Dartmoor 
live alongside each other, visiting 
an ancient hill farm housing 
dozens of house martins and 
swallows. 

7.00 Amazing Hotels: Life Beyond the 
Lobby. Giles Coren and Monica 
Galetti visit Oman’s Anantara Al 
Jabal Al Akhdar, the highest five- 
star hotel in the Middle East and a 
resort blending local tradition with 
modern tastes. (R) 

8.00 David Attenborough’s Natural 
Curiosities. The naturalist 
explores the extremes of birth in 
the animal kingdom, explaining 
why the giant panda gives birth to 
the smallest babies of any existing 
mammal. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Captain Mainwaring 
and the platoon welcome the first 
American troops to Walmington- 
on-Sea, but Anglo-US relations 
become strained. Classic comedy, 
starring Arthur Lowe. (R) 

9.00 Film: Hitchcock’s Shower Scene: 
78/52.(2017) Premiere. 
Documentary looking at the 
enduring legacy of the iconic 
shower scene in Alfred Hitchcock’s 
Psycho, a segment that arguably 
changed the course of world 
cinema. 

10.30 Ql XL. Extended version of the 
quiz in which Deirdre O’Kane, 
Richard Osman and David 
Mitchell join Alan Davies to 
answer Sandi Toksvig’s questions 
on the “Occupations and Offices” 
theme. 

II. 15 Film: Dial M for Murder. (1954) A 

tennis player’s plan to arrange the 
death of his socialite wife goes 
wrong when she kills her would-be 
assassin. Alfred Hitchcock’s 
thriller, with Ray Milland and Grace 
Kelly. 

12.55 Film: The Lady Vanishes. (1938) 

2.30 Civilisations. (R) 3.25 This Is BBC 
Two. 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 The Aquabats! 
Super Show! (R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 

6.50 Super 4. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Marvel’s 
Avengers: Ultron Revolution. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: The Powerpuff 
Girls. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The Bagel 
and Becky Show. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Be Cool, Scooby-Doo! (R) 9.05 
Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 9.25 James 
Martin’s Saturday Morning. 11.20 
Dancing on Ice. (R) 1.15ITV News; 
Weather. 1.25 Live Six Nations Rugby 
Union. Ireland vScotland (Kick-off 
2.15pm). 4.30 Paul O’Grady: For the 
Love of Dogs. (R) 5.00 The Chase. (R) 
6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! Harry 
Hill narrates a comical selection of 
mishaps filmed by viewers, 
featuring afire extinguisher that 
explodes in a builder’s face and a 
dog that looks like Andrew Lloyd 
Webber. 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. The entertainment 
variety show continues, with 
James Corden taking time out 
from his busy schedule across the 
Atlantic to join the Geordie duo as 
this week’s star guest announcer. 
Plus, there is more spoof mystery 
as Ant and Dec once again put 
their OBEs to use as part of a task 
force of celebrity secret agents 
with honours. Stephen Mulhern is 
in Reading for the latest edition of 
In for a Penny, and in celebration 
of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
upcoming 70th birthday, the End 
of the Show Show features some 
of his best-loved numbers in the 
studio. 

8.30 The Voice UK. Tom Jones, 
Will.i.am, Oily Murs and Jennifer 
Hudson take their places on the 
spinning chairs once again, as the 
contest edges closer to its 
conclusion with the final battle 
round. 

9.50 Piers Morgan’s Life Stories. The 

host talks to comedian Jim 
Davidson about his life, from 
presenting The Generation Game 
and Big Break to alcohol addiction 
and domestic violence allegations. 
Last in the series. 

10.40 ITV News; Weather. 

11.05 Film: 2 Fast 2 Furious. (2003) 

1.05 Jackpot247. 3.00 Babushka. (R) 


6.00 Winter Paralympics Live. 8.00 
Winter Paralympics Breakfast. 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Frasier. (R) 10.00 
Frasier. (R) 10.30 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 11.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

11.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.55 
The Simpsons. (R) 12.25 The Simpsons. 
(R) 12.55 The Simpsons. (R) 1.25 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 2.25 Coast vs Country. 
(R) 3.25 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. 
(R) 4.30 Crufts Extra with Alan and Clare. 

5.30 Channel 4 News. 

6.00 Winter Paralympics Today. Lee 
McKenzie and Jonnie Peacock are 
at Snow Centre in Hemel 
Hempstead to present action from 
day two of the Games in 
PyeongChang, South Korea, 
including the men’s and women’s 
downhill skiiing, and Great Britain 
v Norway in wheelchair curling. 
With analysis from Charlotte 
Evans and Jade Etherington. 

7.00 Crufts 2018. Clare Balding 
presents live coverage of the 
judging of the Vulnerable Breeds, 
Utility and Hound Groups and 
highlights of the Agility and Flyball 
competitions. Plus, a selection of 
reports involving rescue dogs, 
taking a look at the renovation of 
Manchester and Cheshire Dogs’ 
Home following a fire and 
revealing why foreign rescue dog 
charities are growing in popularity. 
Plus, training tips with Carolyn 
Meneteith and advice on canine 
health from Noel Fitzpatrick. 

9.00 Film: 45 Years. (2015) Premiere. 

A woman prepares to celebrate her 
45th wedding anniversary, but one 
week beforehand, her husband 
receives a letter revealing that the 
body of his previous partner has 
been found frozen in the Swiss 
Alps. The message exposes the 
cracks in their relationship. Drama, 
starring Charlotte Rampling, Tom 
Courtenay and Geraldine James. 
10.50 First Dates. A woman keen to 
settle down and start a family has 
a date with an adventurer who has 
climbed the Matterhorn and swum 
oceans, while a 73-year-old has 
her first date for 44 years. (R) 

11.55The Inbetweeners. Will is 
unhappy about being forced to 
take a work experience job at a 
garage due to a mix-up that sees 
Neil joining a newspaper. (R) 

12.30 Winter Paralympics Live. 5.00 
Food Unwrapped. (R) 5.30 Streetmate. 
(R) 5.55 Kirstie’s Fill Your House for 
Free. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.50 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.25 The Gadget 
Show. (R) 11.15 Police Interceptors. (R) 

12.15 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.15 
Police Interceptors. (R) 2.15 Can’t Pay? 
We’ll Take It Away. (R) 3.10 Can’t Pay? 
We’ll Take It Away. (R) 4.05 Can’t Pay? 
We’ll Take It Away. (R) 5.00 The Secret 
Life of Kittens. (R) 

6.00 Cruising with Jane McDonald. 

Traversing the Baltic on board the 
Viking Sky, the presenter takes full 
advantage of the ship’s amenities. 
Her first stop is Tallinn in Estonia, 
a medieval town with much 
ancient architecture. Next up is St 
Petersburg in Russia, where Jane 
heads to the Hermitage Museum, 
hoping to spot the cats that 
traditionally live in the basement. 
The third stop is Helsinki in 
Finland, where Jane meets a 
woman whose ambition is to kiss 
a brown bear. Finally, the ship pulls 
into the Swedish capital of 
Stockholm. (R) 

7.00 Brunei’s Britain: Master of 

Bridges. In a two-part series, Rob 
Bell explores the work of Victorian 
engineer Isambard Kingdom 
Brunei, exploring his complex 
personality as well as his prolific 
achievements. (R) 

8.00 Brunei’s Britain: King of the Sea. 

Rob Bell concludes his two-part 
documentary series by telling the 
story of Brunei’s two masterpieces 
of ship design, the SS Great Britain 
and the SS Great Eastern. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
Colin Murray introduces highlights 
from the weekend’s games in the 
Championship, including Aston 
Villa v Wolverhampton Wanderers 
and Cardiff City v Birmingham City. 
10.00Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin 
Murray introduces action from the 
weekend’s games in Leagues One 
and Two, including AFC 
Wimbledon v Oxford United, 
Blackburn Rovers v Blackpool and 
Coventry City v Barnet. 

10.30Jane McDonald & Friends. A 
mixture of some favourite songs, 
performed with the singer’s own 
band and dancers. In this edition, 
Jane is accompanied by Alexander 
O’Neal and Shane Filan. (R) 

11.25 Celebrity 5 Go Motorhoming. (R) 
12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Cowboy 
Builders. (R) 4.45 House Doctor. (R) 

5.10 House Busters. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Lost Kingdoms of Central America 
8.00 Masters of the Pacific Coast: The 
Tribes of the American Northwest 9.00 
Belowthe Surface 10.30 Roy Orbison: 
One of the Lonely Ones 11.30 TOTP2: 
Wham! Special 12.00 Film: Janis: Little 
Girl Blue (2015) 1.30 The Joy of 
Rachmaninoff 2.30 Masters of the Pacific 
Coast: The Tribes of the American 
Northwest 3.30 T0TP2: Wham! Special 
4.00 Close 
ITV2 

11.25 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 1.00 Take Me Out: 10th 
Anniversary Special 2.00 Catchphrase 
Mother’s Day Special 3.05 Film: Hotel 
Transylvania (2012) 4.10 FYI Daily 4.15 
Film: Hotel Transylvania (2012) 4.55 
Film: Uncle Buck (1989) 5.55 FYI Daily 
6.00 Film: Uncle Buck (1989) 6.45 Film: 
Jack the Giant Slayer (2013) 7.50 FYI 
Daily 7.55 Film: Jack the Giant Slayer 
2013) 9.00 Film: The Expendables 
2010) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 Film: The 
Expendables (2010) 11.05 Family Guy 
12.05 American Dad! 12.55 Action Team 
2.00 Ibiza Weekender 2.55 Teleshopping 

5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 

ITV3 

12.50 Agatha Christie’s Marple 2.55 
Film: Columbo: The Murder of a Rock 
Star (1991) 4.55 Midsomer Murders 
11.00 Lewis 1.05 The Good Karma 
Hospital 1.55 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV4 

1.30 ITV Racing: Live from Sandown. 
Coverage from Sandown Park and 
Wolverhampton. 4.00 Film: Battle of 
Britain (1969) 5.05 FYI Daily 5.10 Film: 
Battle of Britain (1969) 6.40 Football’s 
Greatest: David Beckham 7.00 Storage 
Wars 7.55 The Celebrity Chase 9.00 
Film: The Chronicles of Riddick (2004) 
10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: The 
Chronicles of Riddick (2004) 11.20 Film: 
This Is the End (2013) 12.20 FYI Daily 

12.25 Film: This Is the End (2013) 1.30 
The Sweeney 2.25 The Protectors 2.50 
ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.05 Film: Stuart Little 2 (2002) 12.40 
Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 1.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 4.00 The Great Celebrity Bake Off 
for Stand Up to Cancer 5.15 Extreme 
Cake Makers 5.30 The Big Bang Theory 

6.30 Film: Captain America: The First 
Avenger (2011) 9.00 Film: Salt (2010) 

11.05 Gogglebox 12.05 Naked Attraction 
1.15 Tattoo Fixers 2.20 Gogglebox 3.15 
Timeless 4.00 How I Met Your Mother 
4.40 Don’t Tell the Bride 
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Sir Bruce: A Celebration 


(BBC1,9pm) 

Tess Daly hosts a special 
tribute to the veteran 
entertainer, who died in August 
last year. Filmed at the London 
Palladium, a variety of famous 
faces join Brucie's family, 
friends, fellow entertainers and 
broadcasters to celebrate his 
life in a variety show featuring 
songs, dance numbers and on¬ 
stage homages by guest with 
whom he shared a special 
connection. Includes music by 
Dave Arch and his Strictly Come 
Dancing band and vocalists, 
along with the BBC Concert 
Orchestra. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 BBC News; Weather. 

12.30 MasterChef. (R) 1.00 Homes 
Under the Hammer. (R) 1.55 Songs of 
Praise. 2.30 Live Six Nations Rugby 
Union. Wales v Italy (Kick-off 3.00pm). 
5.05 Earth’s Natural Wonders. (R) 

6.05 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. The team heads to 
the Scottish Lowlands to shed 
light on rural issues in the 
Lothians and the Borders. Steve 
Brown heads out on the trail of the 
elusive mud snail, which plays a 
crucial role in the region’s 
ecosystem. Anita Rani cycles 
along the sands of the East 
Lothian coast on a “fat bike’, which 
has larger than normal tyres to 
avoid disturbing natural habitats, 
and Matt Baker reveals how the 
people of St Abbs fought against 
the odds to keep their lifeboat 
service running. Plus, Adam 
Henson visits Edinburgh’s 
Agricultural College, where 
researchers are working to find a 
way to fix the methane problem 
caused by the estimated 10 million 
cattle in the UK. 

7.30 Hold the Sunset. Edith confronts a 
ghost from the past when the 
house is broken into at night, while 
tensions rise between Roger and 
Wendy. Guest starring James 
Cosmo (Game of Thrones). 

8.00 Call the Midwife. As the nurses 
and midwives prepares for Sister 
Monica Joan’s birthday, they face 
an influx of new patients when a 
nearby maternity home suddenly 
closes. Last in the series. 

9.00 Sir Bruce: A Celebration. Tess 
Daly pays tribute to the veteran 
entertainer, who died in August 
last year, with a special variety 
programme celebrating his life 
filmed at the London Palladium. 
10.05BBC News. 

10.25Regional Programme. 

10.35 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman presents highlights of 
the day’s two Premier League 
matches - Arsenal v Watford at 
the Emirates Stadium and 
Bournemouth v Tottenham 
Hotspur at the Vitality Stadium. 

11.35 Film: Fright Night. (2011) 

1.15 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.20 
BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.10 Coast. (R) 6.55 A to Z of TV 
Gardening. (R) 7.15 The Instant 
Gardener. (R) 8.05 Gardeners’ World. 

(R) 8.35 Countryfile. (R) 9.30 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 11.00 Spring Kitchen 
with Tom Kerridge. (R) 11.45 Lorraine 
Pascale: How to Be a Better Cook. (R) 

12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 The 
Ladykillers: Pest Detectives. (R) 2.00 
Money for Nothing. (R) 2.45 Film: 

Laura. (1944) Murder mystery, with 
Dana Andrews and Gene Tierney. 4.10 
Back in Time for Tea. (R) 5.10 The 
World’s Most Extraordinary Homes. (R) 

6.10 Film: Deep Impact. (1998) A TV 
reporter investigating a 
presidential misdemeanour 
stumbles on evidence that a comet 
is on a collision course with Earth, 
threatening the future of the 
human race. Meanwhile, an 
astronaut prepares to lead his 
crew on a do-or-die mission to 
intercept the danger. Sci-fi drama, 
starring Robert Duvall, Tea Leoni, 
Morgan Freeman and Elijah Wood. 

8.00 Top Gear. Matt LeBlanc and Chris 
Harris take second-hand sports 
cars on a road trip across the 
Japanese island of Honshu, while 
Rory Reid explores Tokyo’s 
weirdest car-based subculture. 
9.00 Life and Death Row: The Mass 
Execution. A look at capital 
punishment through the eyes of 
young people whose lives have 
been shaped by it, including 
interviews from those on death 
row. Last in the series. 

10.20The Mash Report. Nish Kumar 
and a cast of comedy 
correspondents present this 
satirical and surreal take on the 
news during July 2017. (R) 
10.50Top Gear: Extra Gear. Rory Reid 
visits a secret stash of cars in 
Japan, and Chris Harris hits the 
track in a Nissan 370Z Nismo. 

With guests comedian Matt 
Richardson and racing driver Jann 
Mardenborough. 

11.15 Women’s Six Nations Highlights. 

Action from the fourth round of 
fixtures - France v England at the 
Stade des Alpes in Grenoble, 

Wales v Italy at the Principality 
Stadium and Ireland v Scotland at 
Donnybrook. 

11.45 Sign Zone: Question Time. 

Topical debate from Westminster, 
chaired by David Dimbleby. (R) 

12.45 Immigration: Who Should We Let 
In? - Panorama. (R) 1.15 Holby City. (R) 

2.10 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dana. 
(R) 6.50 Super 4. (R) 7.00 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Marvel’s 
Avengers: Ultron Revolution. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 

(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 

(R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Spy School. 9.05 Scrambled!: Wishfart. 
(R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Love Your 
Garden. (R) 10.00 Peston on Sunday. 
11.00 The Voice UK. (R) 12.20 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.30 Ant & Dec’s 
Saturday Night Takeaway. (R) 2.00 
Britain’s Brightest Family. (R) 2.30 
Catchphrase Mother’s Day Special. (R) 

3.30 Tipping Point. (R) 4.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 4.45 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.00 The Chase: Celebrity 
Special. (R) 

6.00 Dancing on Ice-The Final. 

Phillip Schofield and Holly 
Willoughby introduce the grand 
final of the competitive figure- 
skating contest, as the final three 
celebrities and the professional 
partners once again take to the ice 
as they seek to claim the title of 
Champion of the Rink. As ever, 
Jayne Torvill, Christopher Dean, 
Jason Gardiner and Ashley Banjo 
form the judging panel, assessing 
each couple’s skills and ultimately 
delivering the scores that will 
combine with the results of a 
public vote to determine which 
couple will emerge victorious. 

Plus, Torvill and Dean also put on 
their skates for one triumphant 
showcase performance, drawing 
the show to a close. Last in the 
series. 

8.00 Endeavour. Morse investigates the 
disappearance of a teacher from a 
secretive school, while Thursday is 
determined to find a link between 
Eddie Nero and his murder case. 
Last in the series. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston, with Allegra Stratton. (R) 
11.15Six Nations Highlights. Jill 

Douglas presents action from the 
fourth round of fixtures, featuring 
Ireland v Scotland, France v 
England and Wales v Italy. 

12.15100 Year Old Driving School. (R) 
12.40 Marcella. (R) 1.30 Jackpot247. 
3.00 Take on the Twisters. (R) 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 6.35 
3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 7.00 Tennis: 
Tie Break Tens. 8.00 Winter Paralympics 
Breakfast. 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday 
Brunch. 12.30 Jamie’s Quick & Easy 
Food. (R) 1.05 The Simpsons. (R) 1.35 
The Simpsons. (R) 2.05 The Simpsons. 
(R) 2.35 The Simpsons. (R) 3.05 The 
Great Celebrity Bake Off for Stand Up to 
Cancer. (R) 4.25 Crufts Extra with Alan 
and Clare. 5.30 Channel 4 News. 

6.00 Winter Paralympics Today. Lee 
McKenzie and Jonnie Peacock are 
at Snow Centre in Hemel 
Hempstead to present action from 
day two of the Games in 
PyeongChang, South Korea. Great 
Britain’s Kelly Gallacher and Scott 
Meenagh were medal hopes in the 
Super-G and 15km cross-country 
respectively, and Team GB had 
curling matches against 
Switzerland and Finland. 

7.00 Crufts 2018: Best in Show. Clare 
Balding presents live coverage of 
the dog show as an overall 
champion is chosen from 
the six finalists. Plus, highlights of 
the Agility and Flyball finals and 
the gundog group judging, 
and a look back at the finalists’ 
journey through the competition. 
Noel Fitzpatrick selects his 
favourite moments from this 
year’s contest and there is a 
report on the benefits of raw dog 
food. 

9.00 Homeland. Carrie’s mission to 
free the 200 imprisoned members 
of the intelligence community 
looks up as she follows a new 
lead, while Saul’s situation goes 
from bad to worse. Espionage 
drama, starring Claire Danes and 
Mandy Patinkin. 

10.00 The Last Leg Winter Paralympic 
Special. Adam Hills, Josh 
Widdicombe and Alex Brooker 
round-up action from the 2018 
Winter Paralympics in 
Pyeongchang, with help from Noel 
Fielding and special guest 
Paralympians. 

11.008 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr hosts the comedy 
panel show’s version of the words- 
and-numbersquiz, as Jon 
Richardson and David Mitchell 
take on guest captain Joe 
Wilkinson and Roisin Conaty. (R) 
12.00 Married at First Sight. (R) 1.00 
The Inbetweeners. (R) 1.30 Winter 
Paralympics Live. Day three from 
PyeongChang, South Korea. 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wissper. (R) 6.20 The Mr Men Show. (R) 

6.30 Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.35 The 
Secret Life of Puppies. (R) 6.40 Mofy. 

(R) 6.45 Simon. (R) 6.50 Simon. (R) 

6.55 Peppa Pig. (R) 7.05 Paw Patrol. (R) 

7.15 Thomas & Friends. (R) 7.25 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.45 Oily the Little 
White Van. (R) 7.55 Blaze and the 
Monster Machines. 8.20 Paw Patrol. (R) 

8.35 Nella the Princess Knight. (R) 8.55 
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 9.10 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.25 
Digby Dragon. (R) 9.40 Shimmer and 
Shine. (R) 9.55 Peppa Pig. (R) 10.00 
Peppa Pig. (R) 10.05 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.40 Football on 5: 
The Championship. (R) 11.30 Football 
on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 12.00 Britain’s 
Greatest Bridges. 12.15 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.15 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 2.15 Film: Open 
Season 2. (2008) Animated comedy 
sequel, with the voice of Joel McHale. 

3.45 Film: Cloudy with a Chance of 
Meatballs 2. (2013) 5.25 Film: Journey 
2: The Mysterious Island. (2012) 

6.25 5 News Update. 

6.30 Film: Journey 2: The Mysterious 
Island. (2012) Concluded. 

7.15 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
Max and Steve head to London to 
try to recover more than £21,000 
in court costs. Aron and Cona 
chase almost £7,000 owed after a 
debtor failed to repay a loan to her 
ex-partner. (R) 

8.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

The debt collectors take action to 
serve a writ issued for the 
organiser of a music festival. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Film: Olympus Has Fallen. 

(2013) A disgraced secret service 
agent tries to redeem himself 
when terrorists take control of the 
White House. Action thriller, 
starring Gerard Butler, Aaron 
Eckhartand Morgan Freeman. 
10.005 News Update. 

10.05 Film: Olympus Has Fallen. 

(2013) Concluded. 

11.15 Film: Rise of the Krays. (2015) 
Biopic of the gangster brothers, 
charting their rise from amateur 
boxers to becoming the most 
feared criminals in London’s 
underworld. With Kevin Leslie and 
Simon Cotton. 

1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Cowboy 
Builders. (R) 4.00 Now That’s Funny! (R) 

4.45 House Doctor. (R) 5.10 House 
Busters. (R) 5.35 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Ancient Greece: The 
Greatest Show on Earth 9.00 Film: 
Michael Jackson’s Journey from Motown 
to Off the Wall (2016) 10.30 Sings 
Motown 11.30 I’m Not In Love: The Story 
of lOcc 12.30 The Art of France 1.30 
Smile! The Nation’s Family Album 2.30 
Sings Motown 3.30 The Beauty of 
Anatomy 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

12.20 The Voice UK 1.45 Film: The 
Flintstones (1994) 2.45 FYI Daily 2.50 
Film: The Flintstones (1994) 3.30 Film: 
Dirty Dancing 2: Havana Nights (2004) 

4.30 FYI Daily 4.35 Film: Dirty Dancing 
2: Havana Nights (2004) 5.15 Film: Evan 
Almighty (2007) 6.15 FYI Daily 6.20 
Film: Evan Almighty (2007) 7.10 Film: 
Gravity (2013) 8.15 FYI Daily 8.20 Film: 
Gravity (2013) 9.00 Ibiza Weekender 
10.00 Family Guy 11.30 American Dad! 

12.30 Film: Zack and Miri Make a Porno 
(2008) 1.30 FYI Daily 1.35 Film: Zack 
and Miri Make a Porno (2008) 2.25 
Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.55 A Touch of Frost 3.55 Lewis 6.00 
The Durrells 8.00 Paul O’Grady: For the 
Love of Dogs 9.00 Joanna Lumley’s 
Trans-Siberian Adventure 10.00 An 
Audience with Victoria Wood 11.10 
Lewis 1.10 Life of Crime 2.00 Blue 
Murder 3.20 Rising Damp 
ITV4 

12.20 Pawn Stars 1.50 Film: Battle of 
Britain (1969) 2.50 FYI Daily 2.55 Film: 
Battle of Britain (1969) 4.30 Film: You 
Only Live Twice (1967) 5.35 FYI Daily 
5.40 Film: You Only Live Twice (1967) 

6.50 Hornblower9.00 Film: Firefox 
(1982) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 Film: 
Firefox (1982) 11.45 Film: Falling Down 
(1993) 12.50 FYI Daily 12.55 Film: 

Falling Down (1993) 2.00 River Monsters 

2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 
E4 

12.00 The Big Bang Theory: Mother’s 
Day 4.30 The Goldbergs 5.00 Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine 6.00 Young Sheldon 6.30 The 
Big Bang Theory 6.55 Film: I, Robot 
(2004) 9.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
10.00 Film: The World’s End (2013) 

12.10 The Big Bang Theory 1.10 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 2.10 Timeless 
Film4 

11.00 Magic in the Water (1995) 1.00 A 
League of Their Own (1992) 3.40 We 
Bought a Zoo (2011) 6.05 The Karate Kid 

S 9.00 The Mechanic (2011) 11.00 
3 (2015) 1.00 American Hustle 
(2013) 3.45 Close 
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Do you know an older person 
who may be lonely or isolated? 


Come along and meet us on 13th March 11-2 


FREE tea/coffee/cakes will be served. Local councillors to 


3SE 




ASHWOOD NURSERIES 

NURSERY | TEA ROOM | GIFT SHOP | GARDEN CENTRE 


(gift ideas for Mothering Sunday 

Sunday n tfi March 

Gift vouchers, luxury fragrances, jewellery, fashion accessories, chocolates, 
home fragrance, planted & artificial arrangements, gifts for gardeners, 
greetings cards and lots of beautiful plants! 

Come and visit us we are situated just off the 
A449, 1 mile south of Wall Heath 

• Beautiful Plants and Nursery 

• Garden Shop 

• Gift Shop 

• Tea Room (Open 9:45am - 4:45pm daily) 

• Outdoor Children’s Play Area 

WWW.ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM 

Ashwood Nurseries, Ashwood Lower Lane, Kingswinford, DY6 OAE Tel: 01384 401996 
^£nn2/Summei^£enin^jour3^onda^^^Saturda^^^30arT^^ i 30£rT^^Sunda^s^arT^^ i 30£m 


Orchid 

Extravaganza 
Now On! 


Age Concern, Green Lane, Halesowen B62 9LN 
Telephone: 01384 - 390065 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Deadly Daycare, Channel 5,3.20pm 

A divorcee suspects nursery staff of mistreating her 
young daughter. When the girl’s increasingly awkward 
behaviour arouses suspicion, the mother plants a 
hidden camera on the premises and discovers why 
the owner may hold a grudge against her. Thriller, 
starring Kayla Ewell, Christy Carlson Romano and 
Bryce Johnson. Edited for daytime broadcast. (2014) 

TUESDAY 

Missing Daughter, Channel 5, 3.20pm 

A couple hire a nanny to care for their adopted 
daughter, but the woman turns out to be someone 
from the husband’s past intent on wrecking their 
marriage and lives. Thriller, starring Wes Brown, 

Austin Highsmith, Erin Cahill and Valerie Azlynn. 

Edited for daytime broadcast. (2017) 

WEDNESDAY 

Framed for Murder: A Fixer Upper Mystery, 
Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A renovator working on a 19th-century home suspects 
foul play when the resident of the house next door is 
found dead. Light-hearted mystery, starring Jewel 
Kilcher. Edited for daytime broadcast. (2017) 



The Artist, BBC1,11.45pm 

A 1920s movie actor gives an actress her big break, 
but his career suffers with the advent of sound. Oscar- 
winning silent drama, starring Jean Dujardin and 
Berenice Bejo. (2011) 

THURSDAY 

Fatal Defense, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A woman signs up for self-defence classes. However, 
her handsome instructor soon develops a frightening 
obsession with her. Thriller, with Ashley Scott. (2017) 

FRIDAY 

Shanghai Knights, BBC1,11.05pm 

A Chinese sheriff and a reformed bandit hunt for a 
killer on the murky streets of Victorian London. Martial 
arts comedy sequel, starring Jackie Chan, Owen 
Wilson and Aidan Gillen. (2003) 


Getting the inside story of a 
terrifying time for Britain 


O ver the space of four months 
in spring and summer last 
year, four terrorist attacks 
took place in the UK that would 
change the lives of hundreds of 
people forever. 

This 90-minute documentary, 
featuring accounts from witnesses 
and members of the emergency 
services who were first on the 
scene, tells the dramatic story of 
each attack, remembering those 
who lost their lives and hearing from 
those who survived. 

The atrocities began in on March 
22, when Khalid Masood drove a 
hire car across Westminster Bridge 
in Central London, killing four 
pedestrians - Kurt Cochran, Leslie 
Rhodes, Aysha Frade and Andreea 
Cristea-and injuring dozens more. 

After crashing his vehicle into 
railings close to Westminster Tube 
station, Masood ran into Parliament 
Square and fatally stabbed police 
officer Keith Palmer, who was 
posthumously awarded the George 
Medal, the second highest award 
for gallantry ‘not in the face of the 
enemy’. 


The attack, which lasted just 82 
seconds, came to an end when 
Masood was fatally shot in the chest 
by an armed officer. 

Exactly two months later, 22 
people were killed when suicide 
bomber Salman Abedi detonated a 
homemade device laden with metal 
nuts as shrapnel in the lobby of 
Manchester Arena at the end of an 
Ariana Grande pop concert. 

More than 200 people were 
injured in the deadliest terror attack 
on British soil since the 7/7 
bombings in London in 2005. 

The youngest victim, Saffie 
Roussos, was killed after becoming 
separated from her mum and 
sister at the venue. She was just 
eight years old. 

Terror struck again in the capital 
the following month when three men 
drove a van into pedestrians on 
London Bridge before getting out 
and running into Borough Market. 

Rachid Redouane, Khuram Butt 
and Youssef Zaghba - who were all 
wearing fake explosive vests - 
started stabbing people with long 


knives as horrified revellers ran away 
and tried to barricade themselves 
inside bars and restaurants. 

Eight people were killed, with 
armed police shooting the three 
attackers dead just eight minutes 
after the first emergency calls are 
made. 

Then, just 16 days later, another 
man, Makram Ali, died and several 
other people were injured when a van 
was driven into a group of Muslim 
worshippers outside a mosque in 
Finsbury Park, North London. 

The vehicle hit pedestrians as they 
are leaving Ramadan night prayers 
around midnight. 

Dad-of-four Darren Osborne, 47, 
from Cardiff, was subsequently 
charged with terrorism-related 
murder and attempted murder. 

He was jailed for life at Woolwich 
Crown Court last month. 

Last year has been dubbed 
‘Britain’s Year Of Terror’, and 
although the country still lives under 
the shadow of these attacks, this 
touching documentary shows there 
is hope. 



BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
The Repair Shop 
BBC2, 6.30pm 

New series. The return of the programme in which 
experts try to restore family heirlooms and 
treasured possessions to their former glories. In the 
first edition, Steven Fletcher tackles an intricate 
Boulle-work clock that hasn’t ticked for more than 
15 years, while soft toy restorers Julie Tatchell and 
Amanda Middleditch take on a threadbare wheeled 
elephant. Plus, woodwork specialist William Kirk 
gets to grips with one of the show’s oldest-ever 
assignments in the form of a 300-year-old Georgian 
desk that is showing its age. 

TUESDAY 

Back in Time for Tea 
BBC2, 8pm 

We’ve come to the end of this social experiment, so 
inevitably the Ellis family reflect on their time¬ 
travelling adventure over the past few weeks. They 
explore how the legacy of 100 years of history lives 
on in the northern diet today. Lesley and Sara Cox 
visit a Liverpool bakery, and sisters Caitlin and 
Freya examine how recent changes on 
Manchester’s Curry Mile affect peoples’ evolving 
relationship with flavour. Finally Sara and northern 
chef Rob Owen Brown prepare a celebration meal. 



WEDNESDAY 

Saving the British Bulldog 

BBC1, 9pm 

The British bulldog is an iconic animal. It appears 
on memorabilia connected to our nation, and yet 
it’s in trouble - and it’s all our fault. Well, sort of. An 
obsession with creating the eperfect’ look for these 
beloved dogs has caused them to be over bred for 
years, resulting in serious health problems. At the 
start of the year, vets launched a nationwide 
campaign urging prospective dog owners 
to think twice about buying flat-faced 
breeds such as bulldogs. In this 
documentary, comedian, actress and 
all-round dog-lover Catherine Tate 
finds out more about the issue, 
examining the latest scientific 
research, which suggests 
controversial ways to help the 
breed, and ask a Kennel Club 
representative if they’re doing 
enough to lend a hand. 


compelling slice of fact-based Miami vice centring 
on Andrew Cunanan. This week, TV personality 
and entrepreneur Marilyn Miglin returns home from 
a business trip to discover that her husband, 
Chicago real estate tycoon Lee Miglin, is missing. 
The police are quickly on the case to piece together 
the events, while Marilyn 
shapes the media story. 

Fans of MASH should look 
out for Mike Farrell in a 
supporting role, while 
Transparent star Judith 
Light lends able support. 

THURSDAY 
Still Game 
BBC1, 9.30pm 

The news that the local 
undertaker has died and a 
creepy replacement has 
moved into town causes 
much commotion among 
the Clansman regulars. 
Nobody quite 
knows what to 
make of the new 
arrival, with Isa 
spreading 


The Assassination of Gianni 
Versace: American Crime Story 
BBC2, 9pm 

Former Glee star Darren Criss 
continues to shine in this 


stories that he could be the Grim Reaper himself. 
And despite their initial bravado, Jack and Victor are 
spooked when the man himself turns up in the pub, 
so they decide to find out who this mysterious new 
figure really is. Comedy, written by and starring Ford 
Kiernan and Greg Hemphill, with Jane McCarry, 
Bruce Morton, Gavin Mitchell and Sanjeev Kohli. 

FRIDAY 

Pilgrimage: The Road to Santiago 
BBC2, 9pm 

Last year, Debbie McGee showed off her twinkle 
toes on Strictly Come Dancing, but her feet are 
going to take even more punishment in this new 
series, which sees her and six other celebrities 
putting on their backpacks and walking boots to 
tackle the Camino de Santiago pilgrimage. The 
ancient 780km path across northern Spain to the 
Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela and the 
shrine of St James usually takes at least a month to 
walk, but as Debbie and her fellow celebs actor Neil 
Morrissey, comedian Ed Byrne, singer Heather 
Small, priest Kate Bottley, journalist Raphael Rowe 
and TV presenter JJ Chalmers have just 15 days in 
which to complete it, they will travel some of it by 
minibus. But they will still be doing plenty of 
walking, as well as reflecting on whether a medieval 
pilgrimage has any relevance in the modern day. 


BROADCAST YOUR BUSINESS 


1. PRE-PRODUCTION 
PLANNING 


4. POST PRODUCTION 


2. ON-LOCATION RECORDING 


5. VIDEO ADVERTISING 


3. AUDIO PRODUCTION 





Source: www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising 


MNA DIGITAL 
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Codeword 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

c 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

u 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 



Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

4. Equitable method 
on the golf course? 

(7) 

8. Understanding 
about a boy (6) 

9. The pretentious 
fellow is out of bed 
to begin with (7) 

10. Italian can’t be 
bothered about us 
( 6 ) 

11. Did a staggering 
dance? (6) 

12. This material 
makes part of the 
body atrophy (8) 

18. Obese, and with 
a roll, he believes 
what will be will be 

( 8 ) 

20. Succeed in making 
the fellow look 
older (6) 

21. He’s used to 
slippery affairs (6) 

22. Desperate position 
in narrow channel 
(7) 

23. Nine to chant (6) 

24. Article on a 
divine finish in 
supplement (7) 


Down 

1. Speech is nothing 
to charge deserter 
with (7) 

2. Father’s judicious 
journey (7) 

3. Kill graduate for his 
estate (6) 

5. Father is torn both 
ways, it would seem 
( 8 ) 

6. Preferably desert 
the female (6) 

7. Concurred it is a 
deadly sin (6) 

13. Beaten by 
achievement, 
indeed (8) 

14. Fit coin into story (7) 

15. Began to recognize 
Edward as a top 
actor (7) 

16. With rugs entangled 
in thick mass (6) 

17. Rag about how old 
vehicle building is 
( 6 ) 

19. Making a request 
from the throne (6) 



Quick Clues: 

Across Down 


4. Diversity (7) 

1. Idea (7) 

8. Believed (6) 

2. Appetising (7) 

9. Narrative (7) 

3. Leave (6) 

10. Puma (6) 

5. Habituate (8) 

11. Thorny (6) 

6. Satirical (6) 

12. Contrite (8) 

7. Suffused (6) 

18. Begin (8) 

13. Intrude (8) 

20. Hue (6) 

14. Brutal (7) 

21. Hit (6) 

15. Enfeebles (7) 

22. Funny (7) 

16. Churlish (6) 

23. Hold back (6) 

17. Advent (6) 

24. Long (7) 

19. Murmur (6) 


Sudoku 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Investments; 9 Rip; 

10 Trenchant; 11 Juror; 13 Student; 14 Cruise; 
16 Merino; 18 Indiana; 19 Sonic; 20 Numerator; 
21 Tap; 22 Snow leopard. Down: 2 Nap; 

3 Eater; 4 Theism; 5 Exclude; 6 Tragedian; 

7 Projections; 8 Stethoscope; 12 Roundsman; 
15 Sparrow; 17 Battle; 19 Strip; 21 Tar. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Suppression; 9 Ewe; 

10 Guarantee; 11 Enemy; 13 Expense; 

14 Escort; 16 Entomb; 18 Impulse; 19 Tutor; 

20 Universal; 21 Opt; 22 Incessantly. 

Down: 2 Use; 3 Pygmy; 4 Erased; 5 Sharpen; 

6 Out-and-out; 7 Deleterious; 8 Reverberate; 

12 Exception; 15 Relieve; 17 Versus; 19 Talon; 

21 Oil. 


r 


Quiz 


1. What is the USA’s equivalent of the Epsom 
Derby? 

2. Who was the first woman, according to 
Greek mythology? 

3. Which former Middle East empire’s capital 
was Nineveh? 

4. What sort of creature is a bluetongue? 

5. Which Australian port is at the mouth of the 
Swan river? 


6. Which martial art’s name is Japanese for 
‘gentle way’? 

7. Of what is the Sequoiadendron giganteum 
the world’s largest? 

8. Which war opened with the Battle of 
Lexington and Concord? 

9. What was the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo called from 1971-97? 

10. What was the BBC’s teletext service 
called? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Bradley Stone; 2 Florin; 3 Elysee 
Palace; 4 Coconut; 5 Aneurin Bevan; 6 San 
Marino; 7 Jacobins; 8 Cheetah; 9 Wailing Wall; 
10 Order of the Garter. 

Niner: PULSATING 


Niner 




Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


46785365 gives a leader, 

1232485 gives a second leader, 

9248 gives a wise man. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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DON'T REPLACE...RESPRAY 

Kitchen Refurbishment with Amazing Results 



Why replace your kitchen 
when we can respray your 
dated kitchen. 

We Can spray just the Doors or your Whole Kitchen. 
You can even dismantle yourself (keep 
cost down) or leave it to us All (*. 
colours. Industrial matches on 
all Farrow & Ball colours. 



SAVE EIOOO’S ON A REPLACEMENT KITCHEN 


Admire Coatings Ltd 

Open: MON - FRI 8am - 4.30pm | Tel: 01384 6397931 Mob: 07824 997887 | email: tony@admirecoatings.co.uk i&cappiy 

www.admirekitchencoatings.co.uk 
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awesome Caribbean food 


WITH friends down for the weekend - and 
not a child in sight - we decided to look for 
somewhere with a bit of a party atmosphere 
that didn’t break the bank and also had a 
reputation for good food. 

Venturing in to Birmingham city centre, there is a 
fair amount to choose from but one style of food I had 
always wanted to experience but never had - other 
than at music festivals when the tastebuds weren’t 
exactly at the top of their game - was Caribbean food. 

When thinking of Caribbean cooking, the mind 
immediately wanders to scotch bonnets, coconut milk, 
all spice, fantastic rubs and seasoning for all sorts of 
meats and fish - and of course, jerk sauce. So, after a 
short debate, we settled on Turtle Bay, which sits on 
the corner of the bustling John Bright Street. 


COCKTAILS 

Plenty of bars and restaurants have opened 
up in that area of Birmingham and there is a lot of 
competition, so it speaks volumes for Turtle Bay that is 
was absolutely packed when we arrived just after 4pm. 

Friday and Saturday evenings get very busy, 
especially as the restaurant prides itself on serving 
fresh food, but we arrived purposely early so we could 
sample a few of the cocktails, which were two-for-one 
during certain times. And it’s fair to say the Saturday 
night party atmosphere was already in full swing as we 
went to the bar to order our drinks. 

Where to start with the cocktail menu? To say the list 
is extensive would be an understatement. But if you like 
a cocktail, or fancy popping somewhere to try one as a 
one-off, Turtle Bay would be a good place to start. 

It was a little earlier than the 5pm reservation time but 
the staff were happy to seat us, which was a nice touch. 

For those who like sharing, the ‘cutters’ section would 



be ideal because you can choose either three dishes for 
£14 or four for £18. The idea is inspired by beach shacks 
and street vendors across the Caribbean islands, and 
the dishes are also perfect for a starter. 

We shared a starter per couple, opting for crispy 
spiced panko coated squid, mango mole, fresh lime and 
jerk mayo. When it came to the mains it was a challenge 
to pick just one meal from the large choice on offer. 

During a weekday, had we not been planning a few 
drinks after, the goat curry would have pretty much 
been a sure-fire pick for me. In the end I settled for West 


Indian steamed snapper, as it seemed a bit lighter. The 
snapper fillet came served in light coconut curry sauce, 
garlic, ginger, scotch bonnet, sweet onion chutney and 
fresh coconut shavings. I could not have chosen better. 

My wife, Kelly, went for the grilled jerk marinated 
pork ribs, served with sweet potato fries, sour orange 
chutney and Caribbean slaw.Kelly doesn’t like her foot 
too spicy, so the coconut sauce with the meat was ideal. 

Our friend Jo went for the pit-grilled two-way chicken 
burger, which was a spicy panko crumb chicken fillet 
and pulled jerk chicken, served with tomato and fresh 


pineapple chow and her fiance, Dale, chose half a 
pit-grilled chicken, coconut rice ‘n’ peas, sour orange 
chutney, coconut shavings and Caribbean slaw. Fie 
said the meal looked really good but lacked a bit of the 
flavour the description warranted. 

We didn’t fancy a pudding but there were plenty of 
options available. 

It wouldn’t be fair to review Turtle Bay without 
reaffirming how good the atmosphere was. Highly 
recommended if you fancy somewhere a bit more 
upbeat. JAMES DRIVER-FISHER 



STAND OUT 
FROM YOUR 
RIVALS 


Advertise your business 

on the Express & Star website 

www.expressandstar.com 


MNA 


To find out how you can benefit call 
MNA Digital on 01902 319730 















































PROPERTY 31 



Individually 
designed and 
impressive 
family home 

OLDSWINFORD 
£575,000 «< 


A large, individually 
designed and very 
impressive detached five- 
bedroomed residence, 3 
Cobham Road, Oldswinford, 
Stourbridge has around 
2,845 square foot of space. 

It is for sale through The Lee 
Shaw Partnership at £575,000. 

With five bedrooms and two 
en-suites, the most superb 
family dining kitchen has bi¬ 
folding doors, a formal lounge 
and a separate dining room. 

There is a playroom (having 
potential as a ground floor 
bedroom with an adjacent 
bathroom), a double garage 
and a large, private rear 
garden. 

Cobham Road is well placed 
for Oldswinford village, 
Stourbridge Junction station, 
Mary Stevens Park and 
excellent schooling. 

Contact The Lee Shaw 
Partnership on 01384 396066 
or visit www.leeshaw.com 



An attractive double- 
fronted property 


HAGLEY 

£325,000 


This attractive double fronted end of terrace 
cottage in Stourbridge Road, Hagley, Stourbridge, 
has well maintained and improved three- 
bedroomed accommodation. 

With gas central heating and double glazing, it is for 
sale through Wakeman Estate Agents at £325,000. 

Its accommodation briefly comprises an entrance 
hallway, a lounge, cellar, dining room, kitchen, rear 
lobby, cloakroom/WC, three bedrooms, an en-suite 
shower room, a bathroom, car parking and gardens. 

The property occupies a pleasant and convenient 
location with splendid open views to the front to 
Wychbury. 

Contact Wakeman estate agents on 01384 
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AUCTION 

Monday 26th March 2018 7pm Prompt 
at BAR SPORT PREMIER SUITE 

1st Floor, The Danilo, High Green, 
Cannock, WS11 1BJ 

Address 

Wednesday 
14th & 21st 
March 

Saturday 

10th, 17th & 24th 
March 

Port Lane Cottage, Port Lane, 
Chillington, Brewood 

9.30am 

9.30am 

32 & 32a Princess Street 
Chadsmoor, Cannock 

10.30am 

10.30am 

Land to Rear of 77 Old Fallow 
Road, Cannock 

11.00am 

11.00am 

4 Jones Lane, Slitting Mill 

11.45am 

11.45am 

125 Rugeley Road, Hazel Slade 

12.00pm 

12.00pm 

Land at Wandon Cross, 

Rugeley 

12.45pm 

12.45pm 

Freehold Land Adj to 44 
Huntington Terrace Road, 
Cannock 

By calling on site with 
Catalogue to hand 

2 New Street, Merry Hill, 
Wolverhampton 

Contact 

Auctioneers 

41 Albert Road, Halesowen 

19 Smith Road, Walsall 

01543 505454 

Download catalogue 
www.bootandson.co.uk 



4 JONES 
LANE, 
SLITTING 
MILL, 
WS12 2UJ 


FREEHOLD 
WITH VACANT 
POSSESSION 


♦ Located in much sought after hamlet within Cannock Chase 

♦ Close to facilities at Rugeley, Cannock and Stafford 

♦ Gas fired central heating, fully double glazed 

♦ With planning permission to extend 

♦ EPC rating D (64) 

GUIDE PRICE £340,000 - £360,000 



♦ Considerably improved and extended 

♦ Four bedroomed detached house 



2 NEW STREET, MERRY HILL, 
WOLVERHAMPTON, WV3 7NW 

FREEHOLD RESIDENTIAL 
INVESTMENT (Regulated Tenancy) 

♦ Located in popular residential area 

♦ Semi detached house 

♦ Close to neighbourhood shops 

♦ Producing £4,680 per annum 

♦ EPC rating F (27) 

GUIDE PRICE £88,000 -£94,000 



41 ALBERT ROAD, 
HALESOWEN, B63 4SW 

FREEHOLD RESIDENTIAL INVESTMENT 
(Assured Periodic Tenancy) 

♦ Traditional semi detached house 

♦ Brick render and tile construction 

♦ Convenient for Halesowen town 
centre 

♦ Producing £6,760 P.A. 

♦ EPC rating G (19) 

GUIDE PRICE £85,000 -£95,000 



19 SMITH ROAD, WALSALL, 
WS2 9DJ 

FREEHOLD RESIDENTIAL INVESTMENT 
(Assured Periodic Tenancy) 

♦ Traditional built inner terraced 
house 

♦ Brick and slate construction 

♦ Convenient for Walsall town centre 
and junction 9 of M6 motorway 

♦ Producing £5,200 per annum 

♦ EPC rating G (20) 

GUIDE PRICE £70,000 - £75,000 


LOT 5 


PARCEL OF FREEHOLD 
LAND FORMING PART 
OF VACANT SITE ADJ 
44 HUNTINGTON 
TERRACE ROAD, 
CANNOCK 

FREEHOLD WITH VACANT 
POSSESSION 

♦ Roughly rectangular shaped parcel 
of freehold land 

♦ With frontage of 3.5m to 
Huntington Terrace Road and long 
return depth there from of about 
41m 

GUIDE PRICE £5,000+ 


LOT 6 


FREEHOLD 
LAND FRONTING 
COLLIERY 
ROAD, RUGELEY 

10.63 acres or 
thereabouts 

FREEHOLD WITH VACANT 
POSSESSION 

♦ A good size parcel of freehold land comprising 
part pasture and part mixed woodland 

4 Situated on the land is a building of 
improvised construction providing storage 

♦ Ideally located for riding out onto Cannock 
Chase 

♦ Conveniently located for Rugeley, Hednesford 
and Cannock 

GUIDE PRICE £55,000+ 


LOT 7 


PARCEL OF LAND 
FRONTING STARTLEY 
LANE WITH RETURN 
FRONTAGE TO COLLIERY 
ROAD, RUGELEY 
9.2 acres or 
thereabouts 

FREEHOLD WITH VACANT 
POSSESSION 

♦ Parcel of freehold land comprising part 
pasture land and part mixed woodland 

♦ Having on road frontage to Startley Lane 
and return frontage to Colliery Road 

♦ Ideally located for riding out onto 
Cannock Chase 

♦ Conveniently located for Rugeley, 
Hednesford and Cannock 

GUIDE PRICE £45,000+ 


I: lot 8 < ' j 

LAND REAR 


OF 77 OLD 


FALLOW ROAD, 


CANNOCK, 

L-V 

WS11 5QL 


FREEHOLD 
WITH VACANT 
POSSESSION 

♦ Residential redevelopment site extending to 0.22 Ha or thereabouts 

♦ Having O.P.P for the erection of 5 detached houses 

♦ Planning application no: 15/0410 Cannock Chase Council 

GUIDE PRICE £275,000 - £300,000 



32 & 32A PRINCESS STREET, 
CHADSMOOR, CANNOCK, WS11 5JS 

FREEHOLD WITH VACANT 
POSSESSION 

♦ Semi detached house arranged as 
two self contained flats 

♦ Good size site 

♦ Predominantly double glazed 

♦ Ideal buy to let 

♦ EPC rating number 32 - TBC 

♦ EPC rating number 32a - TBC 

GUIDE PRICE £75,000+ 



125 RUGELEY 
ROAD, 
HAZEL 
SLADE, 
WS12 0PG 


FREEHOLD 
WITH VACANT 
POSSESSION 


♦ Detached bungalow (potential for re-development subject to planning permission) 

♦ 2/3 bedrooms 

♦ Detached garage 

♦ Double glazed 

♦ Gas central heating (No tested) 

♦ In need of modernisation 

♦ EPC rating E (53) 

GUID EPRICE £200,000-£250,000 


PORT LANE 
COTTAGE, 
PORT LANE, 
CHILLINGTON, 
BREWOOD, 
WV9 5BH 

FREEHOLD 
WITH VACANT 
POSSESSION 

♦ A rare opportunity to acquire a detached cottage with benefit of planning 
permission for two storey extension to the rear 

♦ Occupying grounds extending to approx 0.267 acres 

♦ Set in rural position on the edge of the historic Chillington Estate with access to 
walks along the upper and lower avenue and Shropshire union canal 

♦ EPC rating G (1) 

GUIDE PRICE £250,000+ 



Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, March 8, 2018 











































































































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, March 8, 2018 



Computers 


Electricians 


Garage Doors 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 




your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist 
Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
^ ANY LIKE FOR LIKE 

QUOTATION BEATEN ' ^ 
Senior Citizen Discounts 
I 2 Year Guarantee 

Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIR00M 
SKY Q specialist 

• Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 

• Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Mobile: 07853 253176 


CCTV SYSTEMS 

accessed via phones and tablets 


NEW PROFESSIONAL WIRELESS SYSTEM 

No Mess! Simple to use Remote Controlled 
• Burgler Alarm Repairs 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 Years Experience • Video Entry Systems 

• Alarms Serviced Flrom £30 

□ Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(Any Time) 

www.metro-alarms.co.ul 




D H Household 
Maintenance 


All building maintenance 
and DIY work undertaken 
All areas covered 

0121 4228594 
07985548466 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


Carpentry 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC i 
Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 
JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 
email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 



Decorating 


PMeTRO ALARMS ANi)t 
1 SECURITY V| 


PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 
0.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 



HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
Decorators 

OAR DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowentlecorators@gmail.com 


Double Glazing 


Misted Sealed Units? 


iliUtrk CEmuttrij (Bluzx nr* 


Contact (IS for a FREE quote! 

Manufacturers 
Sc Installers of 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

lO YEAR GUARANTEE 

Please see our customer reviews 
on either Homepro or Which 

✓7* /T* ■ctAistdlo-ctAd. CR Ak 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryolazino.com Wk. 

£ . 


Driveways 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Chcdta 


Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 




IS BDAUTTELECTME8LSEM1CESLTD M^PB GARAGE DOORS 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / 
security alarms and lighting / fault finding and repairs A 
shower replacements and more 

Free quotations available 
Over 20 years’ experience 

Contact now: 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 


on - call 
for more 
information 



ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


ELECTRIC 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


ALL DOMESTIC ELECTRICAL 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 


25 years’ experience 
ELECSA Registered 
For reliable, local service, call BRIAN 

i *07746.* 

9&gaao1B 


All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality _ 

local service call: ^1--. 



Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 

For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 

07767869792 

We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 


►f encing 



AN types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Pius decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 

QUOTI 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 


Fencing & Gates 



All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 


■Call Steve on| 

01384 242891 w 179713MS86 


Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

Up and Over Sectional 

Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 
• FREE Survey & Quotation 


www. dbsh utters, co. uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378' 



Gardening 


MBQelectric 

II rlnmp»Qtin anrl rtnmrru^rrml 


*Yrowan 

TREE AND GARDEN SERVICES 

• Tree Surgeon Specialist 

• Hedges Pruned/Shaped • Stump Grinding/Root Removal 

• Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
• Fencing • Turfing • Concreting • Driveways & Patios 

• Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, ™ a 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) Ld 
All staff C.R.B. Certified aEB 



LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2S5S 
07706 - 747960 



ISA, 


mmmsmms. 


Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 


R & $ Gardens 

• All garden woik undertaken 
I Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
I Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 
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Landscapers 


Plumbing & Heating 


LANDSCAPING 


Fencing, Patios and Driveways,Turfing 
and Artificial Grass, Retaining Walls, 
Pond Installation & 

Garden Clearance 

CALL US ON: 

07817 553 346 
0121 550 1075 


A 

rERRA |flRMA 

LANDSCAPING 


info@terrafirma-arb.co.uk 

www.terrafirma-arb.co.uk 


ANDY ORMEROD 

Heating, Plumbing 


MOT 


with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 ou 

0121 559 6001 



MOT 


Gas Safe 87022 ACS approved 

• Landlords Gas Certificates 
issued 

• Servicing of Gas Appliances 
including installations 

• General Plumbing work 
undertaken 

A Member of the Approved 
Traders, Fix-A-Home Scheme 


Tel: 01384 386944 
Mobile: 07974 549460 


^ irr hTT?i[>fhng j 

Combi Boiler change from £950 


Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



NATURAL & LPG GAS 


Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 



For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


Skip Hire 


718264 


DHMsrms 


I 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs 10 
complete rooms 


GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES 


0121 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 



W S03T8 & (MM SHIS 


KS 
'SERVICES 


i All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

3|0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 


07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 




Plumbing 


r 


•HOUSEHOLD' 

L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

Tel: Neil 07968 786449-0121-602 6776 . 
V—www.household-plumbing.co.ukT/ 




I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories, 


Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 


FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 
Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 


01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



Roofing 





Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 


FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 


Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


ROOFING SERVICES 



• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 


Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


eliiTE*rl?astk:s 



•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 


www.eli-teplas-ticsupvc.co.uk 




m 


ROOFING 


DRIVEWAYS 


• Roof repairs 
• Block paving • Tarmac 
• Artificial grass 
Local family business 


20% DISCOUNT 
IN MARCH 


FREE quotations 
Tel: 01384 469 661 
Mobile: 07587 804 206 

www.chatsworthroofingandriveways.co.uk 



Tree Surgeon 


TREE SURGEONS 


11 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE IN ALL 
ASPECTS OF TREE MAINTENANCE 
& TREE FELLING, STUMP REMOVAL, 
HEDGE TRIMMING 


CALL US ON: 

07817 553 346 
0121 550 1075 


TERRA 




-IRMA 

ARBORICULTURE 
TREE SURGERY - CONSULTANCY - SURVEYING 


info@terrafirma-arb.co.uk 

www.terrafirma-arb.co.uk 


The ASA 
regulates ads 


on websites. 


#socialmediatoo 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 


24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 
www.nedowning.co.uk 


Family 





m 


Stourbridge’s longest established 
Family Run Mobility Store 

Brettell Lane, Amblecote, 
Stourbridge DY8 4BS. Open Mon-Sat. 


01384 378252 


MOBILITY SCOOTER, in aood con¬ 
dition, nearly new, £275. 01384 
237125 or 07518 903674. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



L Leisure 
Time 



CARAVAN WANTED. 

Can collect asap. 

Caravan wanted. Cash paid. 
Call me on 07717 090817. 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
J All Caravans Wanted J 

★ Any Age or Condition ★ 
I *CASH * WAITING* J 

★ Immediate collection ★ 

★ Call Bill on 07825 325 913 J 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 



BURNHAM-0N-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 


Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 



BRIC-A-BRAC FAIR 
Sunday, 11th March 
Next Sale: March 25th 
KINVER COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, DY7 6ER 
10.30am - 4pm 
Tel: 01384 894464 



GUITAR AND AMP slightly 
damaged, £50. 

01384 896654. 



CORRUGATED GALVANISED 

Sheets. New, £8 can deliver. Also 
box profile and PVC/polycarb. 
David Broxton on 07834 489558. 


DOUBLE BED 

Including mattress. Excellent 
condition. Will dismantle for 
removal. Also two bedside units 

£350 ono. 

07570 479446. 


LAWN TRACTOR 22 HP, 42" 
CUT 

With collector. 

As new. Unused. 

Cost £4,000 will accept 
£1,995. 

Can deliver. 
07710169150. 


DOUBLE MIRRORED sliding 
wardrobes, light oak, with spot 
lights, 6ftL, excellent condition, 
£170. 07804 140617. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 



A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR DIE CAST CARS/ 
LORRIES 

Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 

Spot on, Tri-ang, Danbury Mint 
and Mamod Engines. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 327897 
or 07976 691563. 


ALL BRASS/COPPER ornaments/ 
brassware, all descriptions, miners 
lamps, old medals, dinky, corgi toys 
and railways. 01902 745598. 

MAMOD STEAM engines/trains wa- 
nted.AII conditions, railway collec¬ 
tions, Scalextric by T ri-ang any con- 
dition01902 745598/07984 159571 

READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 

SPECTRUM GAMES Wanted, plus 
any Spectrum 128k+2 computer 
wanted also any old Crash or your 
Sinclair Magazines. 01902 892918. 


specialists at 
your service 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


Aerials 


nnfrnrnfTPn wBBm 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 

m&mmommmm 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


01902 319191 


ClassifiedUds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

Digital aerials, CCTV cameras, TV 
wall mount fitted. 07850 330251. 


Bathrooms 


Amm 

I IMPROVING AND 
I enquiries@ci 


CHANGING ROOMS 

IMPROVING AND MAINTAINING YOUR HOME 
enquiries@changingrooms.org.uk 

Is bathing becoming difficult? 
Let us make life easier 

Easy Access/ Wet Room Specialists 
Showroom at 47A Kent Street, Dudley 
01902 670426 


Fencing 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified 
Sales Representatives and 
would recommend them to 
anyone! They have done a 
very professional job with 
my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 
Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


. PORTWRy 

'fencing 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £69 S 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon e^MrnVS 
83 Portway Ret W'bury 


SHEDS 

hnSfencinq 

We supply & fit. Free quotes. 

Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 pi 
garden. 25 years experience. C; 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


Gas Fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 

\ 

Handyman Services 

V 

LOCAL HANDYMAN Most Trades, 
Free Quotes, Insured, CRB, C&G, 
All Areas. Contact Lee 0121 585 
8263 or 07891 475718. 

\ 

House Clearances 

v_ 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 

Plastering 

v_ 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 

Removals 

v_ 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 

N 

Roofing 

V 

GRIFFIN ROOFING 

All aspects of roofing work undertaken 
Fascias, Soffits and Guttering, Roof Conversions 
and more. OAP Discounts 

Free Quotes: 

07734 432235 • 0121 4396145 

MG ROOFING 

Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs, 
Fascias and Gutters. 

Call 01902 238989/ 
07580 465449. 

www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk 

Semi Retired Roofer 

ALL ROOF REPAIRS 
Felt and Rubber Flat Roofing 
All at reasonable prices 

07546 158165 

\ 

Rubbish Removal 

v_ 

LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 

\ 

Skip Hire 

v_ 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 



c 

Service 

□ 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky, 
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts 
and TV set ups. 07850 330251. 



KIND HOMES WANTED 
Smudge -15 month old Norfolk 
Terrier, handsome little lad who 
needs someTLC. 

Lizzie and Bilboe -16 weeks 
old Border Collie Cross, lovely 
little dogs will separate. 
Lass - border collie 2 years old, 
a failed working dog, good with 
other dogs and children. 
Theo - 5 year old Jack Russell, 
busy little dog, no young 
children. 

01588 676106. 
www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


LURCHERS 

Ben - typical Lurcher, fawn / 
white, gentle boy with a lovely 
temperament, has lived with 
other dogs. 

Call 01743 872395 or 

01588 676106. 

Jack 

Greyhound / Saluki, approx 5 
years, good on lead, loves his 
walks, timid, gentle boy, ideal 
pet. 

01588 638560/ 

01588 676106. 






A SMART SINGLE EN SUITE room 

in a Shared house,Netherton. 
£85 p.w. inc. bills. No DSS. 2 weeks 
deposit. 07940116130. 

NETHERTON AREA 3 bed house, 
DSS welcome, 30 plus, deposit 
required. 07780 704435. 


Express & Star 


OVEN CLEANERS! 


CLAIM 

YOUR 

FREE 

ADVERT 


Call Claire Smith: 01902 319661 
claire.smith@expressandstar.co.uk 


Properties Wanted 



Off purchase price 




FAST 4 Your House CASH 


You agree the price, we buy the house... 

_• NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

EflMU • FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 


01384 500 500 

_ www.black-countryhomes.co.uk * subject to terms 

I /O t / a® 

J J J J J J H 



mnmm 



CASH ADVANCE We can J 

NOW (in 24hrs) J 

• Free Solicitors • No Fees • Any House • Any Condition 


I HOME BUYERS 

WHftllfl I VWi THE EASY WAY TO SELL YOUR HOUSE 


We Buy Houses For Cash 

Free Valuation? Y Bs! No Fees? Y BS! Any Location? Y Bs! 
Fast Sale? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 

6re+ your FREE, ins+an+ cash o-P-Per +od<ay! 


Call 01216631403 

or text "Cash" to 66777 yeghomebuyergaom | 


We IM houses 

Sell your house fast 

- avoid repossession 

- behind on payments 

-job relocation 

- unwanted inheritance 

What more - 
we buy in any condition 
No estate agent fees 
We pay all your legal fees 

ACT NOW! 

UBEgfftlH us on : 

07796801219/07988882090 



LOW MILEAGE 


CHEVROLET AVEOI.2 

Silver, 2009 plate. 

Good clean car inside and out, 
15,794 miles. 

MoT till September 2018. 
Any trial. 

£1,250 ono 

07787 424281. 01902 238488. 


MUST BE SEEN 


FORD MONDEO 

Black. 

2008. 

89,000 miles. 

MoT September 2018. 
Very good condition. 

£ 2 , 100 . 

07845 035736. 



MAZDA RX8 R3 

Superb condition. 37,425 miles. 
MoT Aug 2018. Metallic red. 
Part service history. Recaro 
front seats. 

£5,500 ono. 

07505 257585. 


RENAULT CLIO DCi 2008 58 reg, 
silver, 5-dr, genuine 34,500 miles, 
MoT Sep, family owned, veryjgood 
condition. £2,400 ono. 

058342. 



VAUXHALL MOKKA 


63 plate, MoT Jan 2019, petrol, 
28,000 miles, air con, cruise 
control, parking sensors, 
Bluetooth USB port. Very good 
condition. Call or text Jaae. 

£7,700 ono. 

07789 510999. 



FORD KA 

2005, black, low miles, 59k, 
full MoT, excellent condition, 
drives superb. 

£595 

07821 649276. 



JAGUAR X TYPE 2.5 

2001,97,000 miles. 
Silver, automatic, recently new 
brakes all round, new battery, 
fully serviced, MoT till March. 

£600. 

01902 739188. 


7SEATER 


TOYOTA AVENSIS VERSO 
2.0 DIESEL D-4D GLS 

MPV 5dr, 02 reg, full MoT, 
silver, 165k, all electric, folding 
seats, new turbo, fully serviced, 
radio CD, £800 spent recently. 

£1,295 ono. 

07979 784585. 


WANTED, CLASSIC Car. Private 
cash buyer. Any condition, anything 
considered. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 








































































































































































Class if ied Ads 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 



Storage 


STORAGE WANTED FOR 
CLASSIC CARS 

No repair work will be 
carried out. 

Just storage. 

07960 365268. 


CLASSIC CAR 

Triumph, MG. Mercedes etc, 
running or not, anything 
considered. 

Cash paid. 

Telephone Ron 
07424 399776. 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


Local 

Information 


RICHARD CHARLES BOLWELL 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons having a 
claim against or an interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of Cholwell House Main Road 
Temple Cloud Bristol BS39 5DH formerly of Woodview 
House Waugh Drive Hagley Road Hayley Green 
Halesowen B63 1EN formerly of 1 Constable Close 
Keynsham Bristol BS31 2UN, who died on 28/12/2016, 
are required to send particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 18/05/2018, after 
which date the Estate will be distributed having regard 
only to claims and interests of which they have had notice. 
FDC LAW 

22 Bath Street Frame BA11 1DL T 524300 


10 


Personals 


COLIN 

Calls barred, 

Help. 

Please reply to 

Box Number P21068, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 


CREMATION PLOT 
FOR FOUR 

Bushbury Crematorium. 

Near the gates. 
Current price £1,425. 
Would accept £800 ono. 
07795 363325. 


An 3 els 

fto iiwrtM • 

Mi 

* Aoji Ten 

IM 3 rr«Mcft Street 

wmji mu mi 


MALE 68 

Divorced, slimish, likes sports, 
countryside. 

WLTM any race, slim lady, 
sincere, loyal, for permanent 
relationship. 

Box Number P21099, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1 ES. 


SWAP NUMBERS with local singles 
& couples seeking Adult Fun! 
01902 489181 / Txt: 07860 021670 



BRIERLEY HILL BULLETS 

Charter Standard Club 

Under 11's team requires 
players. 

Please contact Mark on 07802 
768514 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902 317878 

C=cJ»‘ * 

ClassifiedAds 


SELL YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS FOR 



No hidden costs 
Buyer collects 
No postage or returns 
Local sellers to local people 
It's that simple!! 


(Jos on 01902317878 


or book online at bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


Private advertisers only 

No pels, livestock, properly or personals "Ebay price checked 2/1/18 


Ads 





SOME OF OUR 
CUSTOMERS SAY 


"The advert 
started on the 
Friday, sold on 
the Saturday!" 


"Sold quickly 
which was 
great" 


"I had to take 
advantage 
of the free 
repeats part of 
the package 
but it's still 
great that I 
sold the car" 


£ 19.50 

FOR 6 NIGHTS 


6 nights Free if 
you do not sell! 

Includes one week online 
and your local Chronicles 

TELEPHONE - 
01902 317878 

ONLINE - 

WWW. 

expressandstar. 

com/booanad 

IN PERSON - 
At your local 
Express & Star 
office 

*SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. 
Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 


REACH 
CUSTOMERS 
ON THE MOVE 



n 


Advertise your business 
on the 

Express & Star website 

To find out how you can benefit call MNA Digital on 01902 319730 


MNA DIGITAL 
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ROAD TEST 


-MOTORING 


Long waiting list for this dream car 



It is agile with precise well-weighted steering A pause in a car park to change drivers had men, women and children flocking round with ‘phones at the ready for selfies 


By Carmel Stewart 

If you are thinking of buying a McLaren 
720S then best pal up with a couple of 
friends similarly inclined and drive in 
convoy. 

The car in front will not only afford a 
delightful view of the sleek and sporty rear of 
McLaren’s latest gift to performance driving, 
but it will also allow full aural appreciation of 
the unmistakable rumble of McLaren’s mighty 
4.0litre V8 turbocharged engine. 

The car behind will give you a view of the 
beautifully crafted front end while, in the 
two-seater cabin of the car in the middle, 
you can delight in all the wonderful gadgets 
and gizmos including the excellent satellite 
navigation. 

Access is far less problematical than in 
the 650S it replaces but remember to give 
yourself plenty of elbow room either side to 
open the gull wing doors and wear your best 
bloomers, just in case. 

Behind the wheel, once you have stopped 
worrying about oncoming traffic, hedgerows, 
pot holes and other potential damaging 
hazards, the McLaren 720S is as wonderful to 
drive as it is to look at. 

It is agile, involving and surprisingly 
comfortable, with the precise, well-weighted 
steering, the power smoothly and seamlessly 
delivered via the seven-speed automatic 
transmission, all making for a thoroughly 
rewarding drive, very slightly off set by 
encroaching road noise. 

The set-up includes an active dynamic panel 
whereby the driver can select comfort, sport 
or track which subtly alter the gearing ratios 
and suspension settings. 

Capable of producing 720ps, it’ll zap from 
0 to 60mph in 2.8 seconds and on to a top 


speed of 212mph, when you have the space 
and the freedom. 

And be in no doubt, this car is a real head 
turner. A brief pause in a public car park to 
change drivers had men, women and children 
flocking round with ‘phones at the ready for 
selfies and the like. 

Although there is only room for two, 
luggage space is more than adequate for soft 
weekend bags. 

Supermarket shopping is not to be 


recommended, firstly because it would be 
a crime to use this car for something so 
mundane and secondly because negotiating 
the speed humps requires an electric nose 
lifting procedure which takes just a few 
seconds but would spoil the driving flow if 
repeated multiple times. 

Prices start at £208,600 for the standard 
model, although really nothing about this 
perfect automotive delight is standard. A step 
up to Performance or indeed Luxury requires 


a slightly deeper dig for upwards of £218,020. 

If you are seriously considering buying one 
then be prepared for a wait - each car is hand 
assembled at the McLaren Production Centre 
in Woking, Surrey and, despite the price tag, it 
is proving exceedingly popular. More than 400 
orders were placed within days of the initial 
announcement. The order books are now 
chock-a-block until the summer, but patience 
and deep pockets should have you behind 
the wheel of this dream car in time to enjoy the 


summer sunshine sparkling on the bonnet. 

The company is totally independent so 
there are no parts or even ideas of any other 
manufacturer to be found anywhere on its 
vehicles. It produces between 4,000 and 
5,000 cars a year and has no plans to increase 
production. 

While awaiting the arrival of your 720S 
supercar you could while away an hour or so 
putting together a Lego Speed Champion 
version at the modest starting price of £12.99. 


MARCH HEW REG PART EXCHANGE OFFERS!!! 


NOW 

07/07 RENAULT CLIO RIP CURL 1.2 3DR, SILVER, 47,355 MILES. £3295 

13/13 CHEVROLET SPARK LTZ 1.2 5DR, SILVER, 31,727 MILES. £4495 

12/62 FIAT PANDA TWINAIR LOUNGE 5DR, BLUE 30,548 MILES. £4695 

10/10 VAUXHALL CORSA SE 1.3 5DR, BUCK, 43,000 MILES. £4695 

15/15 VOLKSWAGEN UP HIGH BUCK, 23,276 MILES. £4766 

11/61 HYUNDAI 120 CUSSIC 1.2 5DR, RED, 30,957 MILES. £4995 

12/62 FIAT PUNTO EASY 1.2 3DR, WHITE, 11,980 MILES. £5295 

12/12 MAZDA 2 TAMURA 1.3 3DR, BLUE, 44,678 MILES. £5495 

12/62 HYUNDAI 120 ACTIVE 5DR, GREY, 41,015 MILES. £5995 

12/62 PEUGEOT 208 ACTIVE 5DR, BLUE, 32,015 MILES. £5995 

12/12 MERCEDES BENZ A1601.5 BLUE EFFICIENCY SILVER, 48,866 MILES.... £5995 

13/63 SKODA FABIA SE 12V BLUE, 17,803 MILES. £6445 

13/13 SEAT IBIZA 1.6 FR CR TDI BUCK, 62,045 MILES. £6695 

13/13 HYUNDAI 1X20 ACTIVE 1.4 GREY, 42,000 MILES. £6995 

11/61 PEUGEOT 3008 EXC E-HDIS-AUTO SILVER, 49,630 MILES. £6995 

15/15 SEAT IBIZA TOCA 1.4 5DR H, GREY, 21,370 MILES. £7495 

14/14 SUZUKI SPUSH 5DR 1.2 SZ4 AUTO BLUE, 6,301 MILES. £7495 

12/62 FORD FOCUS ZETEC 1.6 TDCI RED, 52,802 MILES. £7495 

17/17 SUZUKI SWIFT SZ2 3DR SILVER, 3,225 MILES. £7695 


Please contact Craig or Howard 

T Wall Garages 

01384 288333 

www.twall.co.uk 


High Street, Pensnett, 
Kingswinford A 

DY6 8XB 

1 Mile from Russells Hall 
Hospital, towards Kingswinford 


wow 

09/09 MINI COOPER 1.6 S CHILLI PACK GREY, 44,000 MILES. £7995 

13/63 VAUXHALL ADAM 1.41 ECOFLEX SUM RED 30,895 MILES. £7995 

12/62 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 1.4 S TSI2DR, WHITE 50,044 MILES. £8995 

14/64 SKODA OCTAVIA SE BUSINESS TDI RED, 49,515 MILES. £9995 

15/15 MINI ONE, 3DR RED, 16,328 MILES. £10295 

12/12 MERCEDES BENZ C220 SPORT 4DR, SILVER, 52,894 MILES. £11495 

15/65 MAZDA 6 SE -L NAV WHITE, 36,231 MILES. £11995 

15/15 VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE DESIGN WHITE, 10,519 MILES. £12425 

14/14 AUDI A1 S LINE TFSI WHITE, 35,990 MILES. £12470 

17/17 RENAULT CAPTUR DYNAMIQUE S NAV DC SILVER, 9,650 MILES. £12695 

13/63 AUDI A6 SE 2.0 TDI SE 4DR, WHITE, 40,814 MILES. £13495 

15/65 VOLKSWAGEN POL01.8 GTI5DR, WHITE, 26,127 MILES. £13750 

15/15 AUDI A4 SE TECHNIK TDI CVT 4DR, GREY, 36,951 MILES. £14995 

14/64 RANGE ROVER EVOQUE 2.2 SD4 PURE RED, 29,500 MILES. £23795 

13/13 UND RANGE ROVER EVOQUE DYNAMIC BLACK, 47,692 MILES. £26995 

* MANY MORE CARS ARRIVING DAILY * 
COMMERCIAL VANS FROM £12995+ VAT 
WE STOCK A WIDE SELECTION OF MOTORHOMES AND 
CAMPER VANS, FROM £14,995!! 


Award winning family-run business - established 1953 
, Motability Premier Dealer 




VAUXHALL 
















































T Wall Ford 

EXCLUSIVE 



CHOOSE A SUPERB NEW 18 REG 

KUGA ST-LINE 



Spec includes: 18” 5x2-spoke dark machined alloy wheels ■ Full body styling kit 
■ ST-Line unique headlight & fog light bezels ■ Black finish roof rails ■ Sports suspension 
■ Front parking sensors ■ Enhanced Active Park Assist 
■ Aluminium-finish foot pedals ■ Leather-trimmed steering wheel with red stitching 
■ ST-Line unique gearshift knob with red stitching 

SAVE £4836 


OFFRRP 


£3718 £279 1.2% 


DEPOSIT 


PER MONTH x38 


APR REPRESENTATIVE* 


We have 5 ONLY and expect demand to be high for 
this offer - order yours NOW for March delivery 


REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: FORD KUGA ST-LINE 1.5120PS DIESEL MANUAL* 





11.2% APR 

38 monthly 

Cash 

Customer 1 

Amount of 1 

Charge for 1 

Total amount 

GMFV (optional final 

Mileage per 

Excess mileage charge 

Term 

payments 

price 

deposit 

credit 

credit 

payable 

payment) 

annum 

(pence per mile) 

39 

£279.01 

£24,429.00 

£3,718.00 I 

£20,711.00 I 

£573.38 

£25,022.38 

£10,682.00 

6,000 

8.0 

months 

Representative* 


0% APR AVAILABLE 


Don’t miss this amazing value New 18 Reg opportunity - Call us now. 

www.twallford.co.uk 

I I Hi gh Street, Pensnett, Kingswinford, West Midlands DY6 8XB 

I If II lUl U Tel: 01384 282 900 

Official fuel consumption figures inmpg (l/100km) Highest: FORD Kuga 1.5 EcoBoost (1BZPS), A6-AWD: Urban 30.1 (0.4), Extra Urban 44.8 (6.3), Combined 37.7 (7.5), 10 Z emissionsl73(g/km). Lowest: FORD Kuga 1.5 TDCi (1Z0PS), M6: urban 57.6 (4.0), extra urban 67.3 (4.2), combined 64.2 (4.4). Official (0 ; emission 115g/km. 

Retail only. Subject to availability. Prices & details correct at time of publishing & are subject to change without notice. *Finance subject to status to UK residents aged 18 or over through Ford Credit. Guarantees/indemnities may be required. An Excess Mileage Charge will be payable if you decide to return the vehicle & the agreed annual mileage has been 
exceeded. Finance example figures are based on 6,000 miles per annum for illustration purposes & may vary depending on circumstances. Please note calls may be recorded for training & quality purposes. Details correct at time of publication, E&OE. 



T Wall Ford 


S A 


USED CAR SALE 


BIG CHOICE ■ GREAT QUALITY ■ LOW PRICES 



1414MazdaMX-5 
1.8i Sport Venture 
Edition 

Grey, 20972 Miles 

OUR PRICE Spec includes: 

vunrmvc - ABS • Alarm • Alloys Wheels 

Jj* ^ «4| g? • Climate Control • Leather Seats 

A* I • Front Fog Lights • Sat Nav 


17 67 Fiesta 1.0 Ecoboost, 5dr, Choice Of Colours Delivery Mileage From... 

16 66 Fiesta 1.0140 Zetec S, Big Spec, Blue, 8949 Miles. 

1414 Fiesta Zetec Auto, 1.0 Eco, White Z5498 Miles. 

1565 FiestaSTZ,Blue, 1Z565Miles. 



1414 Audi TT 2.0 
__ FSIQuattro 
m w StronicAuto 

White, 36,619 Miles 


Spec Includes: 

•ABS. Alloys Whees 

£17500 • RearPark Assist* Half LeatherSeats 


• Front Fog Lights* PAS 



£8000 


1515 

Volkswagen Up 
1.0 Street Up 

Black, 11,822 Miles 

Spec Includes: 

• ABS • Air Con • Front Fog Lights 
•Sat Nav-PAS-Heated Seats 
•Trip Computer 



£16000 


1616 Fiesta 1.0 Zetec S Red Edition, Red 19499 Miles... 


1565 Fiesta 1.0Titanium Powershift,Sat Nav, 5dr,Grey,9739 Miles. 

1616 Fiesta 1.0140 Red Edition, Red, 17550 Miles. 

16 66 Fiesta 1.0 Ecoboost, Sat Nav, 5dr, Blue 7007 Miles. 

14 64 Fiesta 1.01Z5 Titanium, Big Spec, Blue, 36166 Miles. 

1515 Fiesta 1.0 Zetec, 5dr, Red, 25630 Miles. 

1414 Fiesta 1.0 Zetec, 5dr, Red, 3Z387 Miles. 

1111 Fiesta 1.4 Zetec, 5dr, Green, 56145 Miles. 


. £14318 

. £11999 

. £9499 

....£12499 

...£10499 

. £11499 

...£10999 


..£9999 

..£8999 

..£8499 

..£8499 


14 63 Nissan Leaf Tekna Auto, Top Spec, Red, 6410 Miles... 
1515 Clio 1.5 Dynamique, 5dr, Black, 10101 Miles. 


15 65 Suzuki Swift 1.6 Sport, White, 5dr, Navigation, 21127 Miles.., 

1515 Vauxhall Corsa 1.Z Se, 5dr, Z4848 Miles. 

1515 VW Up 1.0 Street, 5dr, 11822 Miles. 

1Z1Z Mazda 1.3 Tamura, 5dr, Z5Z48 Miles. 

1161 Fiat 500 Abarth, White, 41040 Miles. 


...£11499 

...£8999 

...£8499 


14 64 Focus 1.6 Zetec Auto, Red, Z8149 Miles.., 


15 65 Honda HR-V 
._- 1.61-DtecEx 

Grey, 34,039 Miles 

[ Spec Includes: 

•ABS-Alloys Wheels 

• Cruise Control • Leather Seats 

• Reverse Parking Aid-PAS 

• Roof Rails 

..£8499 


1616 Focus Z.O Ecoboost St, Top Spec, Black, 15349 Miles... 
1666 CorsaVXR,Red,Z1749Miles. 


...£7999 

.£7999 

...£5499 


1515 Fiesta ST3 Mountune, White, Z5445 Miles. 

1414 Mazda MX-51.8 Venture Edition, Grey Z097Z Miles... 
1616 Torneo Connect, 1.0 Ecoboost, Gold, 1854Z Miles.. 


1515 Ka 1.2 Titanium, Black, 10392 Miles. 

1Z1Z Vauxhall Corsa 1.Z Sxi, 5dr, Grey, 30134 Miles... 


15 65 Mondeo Z.O Hybrid Auto, Red, Z6584 Miles.. 
1515 Mondeo Z.O Titanium, White, 30633 Miles. 


...£5999 


14 64 Focus 1.6Titanium Dsl Navi, Blue,Z6535 Miles... 


. £7499 

. £6999 

. £5999 

..£15999 
...£13499 
. £9999 


15 65 Honda HRV 1.6 Dsl Ex, Top Spec, Grey, 34039 Miles... 
1414 Audi Tt Quattro Black Edition, White, 36619 Miles.... 

15 65 Mercedes C ClassCZOO Se,White, 45691 Miles. 

13 63 Mercedes B Class, Big Spec, B180 Cdi, Silver. 


14 64 Mercedes A Class AZOO Cdi Auto, Big Spec, Red, Z0674 Miles... 
12 62 Audi TT 1.8 TFSi, S Line, White, 34073 Miles. 


....£17999 

....£12499 

....£12499 

. £11499 

...£13999 

...£15999 

....£17499 

...£15999 

...£10499 

...£14999 

....£13499 


Come to T Wall for a fantastic choice of top quality used cars - Call us now for more details 


Offers subject to stock availability, terms and conditions. Pictures for illustration purposes only. Details correct at time of publication E&OE. 


TWall Ford 


High Street, Pensnett, Kingswinford, West Midlands DY6 8XB 

Tel: 01384 282 900 


See all of our stock online at: 

www.twallford.co.uk 
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“MOTORING 


Corsa marks 25 years with great deal 



By James Parker 


Vauxhall marks a birthday with 25 things 
you may not know about the iconic Corsa. 

An era famous for Britpop, Walkmans, shell 
suits and The Spice Girls, the 1990s was 
a standout decade for British culture that 
welcomed another icon in 1993 - the Vauxhall 
Corsa. 

Offer 

One of the nation’s most beloved vehicles, 
the Corsa, is celebrating its 25th year in the 
UK, and to mark the occasion Vauxhall is 
offering a brand new Corsa from just £149 per 
month, with a £149 initial rental* - just in time 
for it to wear a new ‘18’ plate, too. 

In a deal that would have surprised buyers 
back in 1993, let alone 2018, the Vauxhall 
Corsa on offer - an Energy three-door 1.4 
(75PS) - is worlds apart from its original 
namesake. 

For example, who’d have thought 25 years 
ago that a personal assistant could be 
accessed directly from the comfort of your car 
via Corsa’s clever OnStar system? 

But Vauxhall’s best-seller has always moved 
with the times. 

The Corsa was born with cassette players 
and now offers Apple CarPlay; its most 
popular engines have almost doubled in 
power; and its interior dimensions have grown 
significantly. But while design and tech have 
changed over 25 years, the Corsa’s amazing 
value hasn’t, its price only increasing by 
£3,850. 

The original Corsa Supermini was first 


introduced alongside supermodels Kate 
Moss, Naomi Campbell, Christy Turlington 
and Linda Evangelista. 

Like Kate Moss, who also made her screen 
debut at the time, the Corsa has been part of 
British culture since 1993. 

As Vauxhall’s best-selling model, over two 


million have been sold in the United Kingdom 
- that’s the equivalent of nine purchases an 
hour. 

Leon Caruso, retail sales director at Vauxhall 
Motors comments: “The Corsa has played 
such an integral part in British culture over 
the past 25 years, I think it’d be difficult to 


find someone who hasn’t owned or had a 
friend or family member who has owned a 
model. 

“That’s why we’re celebrating the Corsa’s 
quarter-century anniversary year with our best- 
ever offer: a Corsa Energy for just £149 per 
month, with a £149 initial rental*. I encourage 


you to hot foot it down to your local Vauxhall 
retailer to take advantage of this fantastic, 
industry-leading offer.” 

For more details on the Corsa offer, go online 
to http://www.vauxhall.co.uk or visit your local 
Vauxhall retailer. 

*Terms and conditions apply. 


HELP 

-TO- 

BUY 


FROM VAUXHALL 



UP TO 



0%APR 

FLEXIBLE FINANCE 
ON A NEW VAUXHALL 


BRITISH BRAND SINCE 1903 



Dudley Motor Company 

Dudley 01384 454100 

Halesowen Motor House 

Halesowen 0121 503 0001 


T Wall Garages 

Kingswinford 01384 288333 

Stourbridge Motor House 

Stourbridge 01384 447970 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Corsa Limited Edition Range: Urban: 42.8 (6.6) - 47.1 (6.0), Extra- 
urban: 64.2 (4.4) - 67.3 (4.2), Combined: 54.3 (5.2) - 57.6 (4.9). C0 2 emissions: 122 - 113g/km. # 

All of the following retailers are acting as a credit broker and not a lender: Worcester Carsales Limited trading as Dudley Motor Company, Worcester Carsales Limited trading as T Wall Garages, Worcester Carsales Limited trading as Halesowen Motor House, Worcester Carsales 
Limited trading as Stourbridge Motor House. We will introduce you to a limited number of lenders. Commission may be received. 

tParticipating Retailers only. £500 Free Fuel is not given in cash. Offer available on eligible, selected new vehicle orders between 9 March 2018 and 12 March 2018 and are subsequently registered by 31 March 2018. Offer not eligible on Corsa Energy. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall 
Partners and small businesses 1-24 units. All other customers are excluded. Offer not available in conjunction with Free Insurance offer. Terms, conditions and exclusions apply (www.vauxhall.co.uk/marchevent). Contact your local Retailer for details. Vauxhall Motors Limited reserves the right to 
change, amend or withdraw this offer at any point in time. Fuel consumption information is official government environmental data, tested in accordance with the relevant EU directive. Official EU-regulated test data is provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on 
driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. *Model shown is Corsa Limited Edition. Offer subject to availability, on selected models at participating Retailers only. Conditional Sale. Finance subject to status. Ts&Cs apply. Applicants must be 18+. Finance by Vauxhall Finance, 
CF15 7YT. 24-60 month term. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 vehicles (purchase only excluding B2B supported vehicles). All other customers are excluded. Offer available on orders or registrations between 19 February 2018 and 2 April 2018. 
Vauxhall Motors Limited reserves the right to change, amend or withdraw this offer at any time. 























Geoff seen in conversation last March during a special ‘Smile for Joel’ fundraising event which took place at The Saddlers 


Geoff celebrates scoring the second goal against Portsmouth on August 20, 2005, after the Baggies stayed up 



During his time at Birmingham City, against Fulham, Geoff with Rufus Brevett 



Geoff in 2009, with the famous back page of THAT season, at the Hawthorns 


Geoff's on target with 
charity to help homeless 


HIS football career started out playing 
on the streets - now Geoff Horsfield is 
helping people get off the streets with 
his charity venture. 

After his retirement the Baggies hero has 
made it his goal to help those in need across the 
West Midlands. 

His charity the Geoff Horsfield Foundation, which 
was set up in 2016, provides ‘quality, safe and secure 
supported accommodation’ for vulnerable adults in 
the region. 

It marks the latest step in a less than conventional 
career, which saw Geoff start as a bricklayer and toil 
in the lower leagues before making it big. 

Geoff, now aged 44, also successfully battled testic¬ 
ular cancer in 2008 - defying doctors who predicted 
the disease would end his career. 

The striker was certainly no ordinary footballer. 

And after hanging up his boots in 2013, Geoff has 
continued to prove he is an extraordinary man by fo¬ 
cusing on charitable enterprises. 

Epidemic 

Now he is aiming to help tackle homeless in the 
West Midlands, and has returned to the bricklaying 
skills he learned before hitting the footballing big 
time. 

The star personally renovates homes before new 
tenants - often from the streets - are moved in. 

Geoff, who lives in Sutton Coldfield, said: “Home¬ 
lessness around the country has become an epidemic. 

“We’re in 2018 and we’ve got cars that can park 
themselves but we’ve still got homeless people in 
the streets. If we can’t help them there’s something 
wrong. 

“My aim is to get people off the streets and get 
them back into normality and normal society. We try 
to help them as much as possible. 

“I thought with my name and the people I know I 
could help these people, and it’s fantastic that people 
are coming forward and trying to help. 

“Football makes the world go round.” 

The foundation’s work also involves providing basic 
essentials such as food, clothes and sanitary towels 
for women. 

Much of this relies on donations, often from foot- 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Steve Jones 


‘My aim is to get people off 
the streets and get them back 
into normality and normal so¬ 
ciety.’ 


ball fans far and wide that put their allegiances to 
one side. 

“The generosity is overwhelming, it’s been incredi¬ 
ble,” Geoff continued. 

“There’s more going on in the world than the badge 
on the shirt. 

“It’s nice that we can forget about the football. 
They have been absolutely fantastic, all the fans.” 

Geoff s footballing journey began in modest sur¬ 
roundings in his native Barnsley and he combined 
his playing with work as a bricklayer - a trade he 
has returned to through his charity work, renovating 
accommodation before tenants move in. 

Looking back on his earliest footballing memories, 
Geoff said: “I was playing on the streets. I just natu¬ 
rally scored goals, 10 or 11 a game. I played Saturday 
morning, Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning 
and it just took off. 

“I was bricklaying and playing in the local leagues. 
My dad took me there to toughen me up a bit. 

“All the lads I played with were 10 years older than 
me and they all had trades and offered me an appren¬ 
ticeship with them. 

“It set me in good stead for later life.” 

Geoff was Albion’s top scorer when the Baggies 
were promoted to the Premier League at the end of 
the 2003/4 campaign - and they could probably do 
with his goals now as they battle relegation. 

His career at the club peaked when he scored one 
of the most famous goals in their history to help pre¬ 
serve their top-flight status on the final day of the 
2004/05 season. 

“Coming on and scoring that goal, I think that’s 


got to be one of the highlights of my career alongside 
getting promotion under Gary Megson,” he said. 

In 2008 Geoff overcame testicular cancer and 
shortly afterwards resumed his professional career, 
a testament to his strength of character. 

He admits helping the homeless is a million miles 
away from his career on the pitch. 

“It is hugely different, but I wouldn’t stop it for the 
world. I still watch out for my old teams but what I’m 
doing now is a full-time job,” Geoff said. 

“It’s totally different from football, it makes me 
realise how lucky I was to be a professional football 
player.” 

He also moved to defend his peers, who can be ac¬ 
cused of doing little to help others. 

Geoff said: “I don’t know if that [accusation] is 
true. 

“There are a lot of footballers who do it and don’t 
publicise it. I publicise it to raise awareness of people 
being homeless. 

“I think footballers are tarred with the wrong 
brush at times, a lot of them do good.” 

Fundraiser 

A charity night which is coming up soon will help 
raise funds for Geoff s Foundation. 

As well as Albion fan and British middleweight 
champion Tommy Langford, some of Geoff s former 
Baggies team mates, including Darren Moore and 
Paul Robinson, are planning to attend the fundraiser. 

“We’ve always kept close, I’ll do anything for them 
and they’ll do anything for me,” he said. 

“We’re trying to raise as much money as we can; it 
really will be a good night.” 

The event will take place at Birmingham’s Botan¬ 
ical Gardens on Friday, March 23. Entertainment 
includes live music and a DJ, a drag artist, and a co¬ 
medienne. 

Catering will also be provided by award-winning 
Indian restaurant Itihaas. 

An auction taking place on the night includes a 
match day box at the Hawthorns, worth £4,000. 

Tickets are available through online ticketing out¬ 
let Eventbrite and are priced at £65 per person plus 
booking fees, with VIP options also available. 

Meanwhile donations can also be made to the Geoff 
Horsfield Foundation at JustGiving.com. 


Back-to-back Sunday 
games for Baggies 

ALBION are scheduled to play back-to-back Sunday games in April after 
two of their fixtures were moved to be broadcast live on Sky Sports. 

The Baggies’ trip to Old Trafford to face Manchester United is now at 
4pm on Sunday, April 15, while the home game against Liverpool a week 
later is scheduled for 2.15pm on Sunday, April 22. 

However, if Liverpool reach the semi-finals of the Champions League 
that match may have to be moved again. 

Those two games represent the start of a difficult run-in for the Baggies. 
There will only be 12 points to play for after the United game and nine 
points available after the Liverpool game. 

Meanwhile, Villa’s trip to Norwich City on Saturday April 7 has been 
moved forward - just 24 hours after being moved back. Sky had moved the 
game from 3pm to a 5.30pm kick-off. However, it has now been rescheduled 
again and will kick-off at 12.30pm. The decision was made to accommodate 
Manchester City versus Manchester United at 5.30pm. 


Deals hampered by 
sell-on clause - Troy 

EX-WALSALL forward Troy Deeney admits the sell-on clause negotiated 
by Saddlers when he joined Watford has become a transfer ‘sticking point’. 

The 29-year-old striker was a £16million target for Albion in January, 
before the Baggies opted to sign Daniel Sturridge on loan from Liverpool. 

Walsall would receive 20 per cent of any profit above the £500,000 they 
sold Deeney to the Hornets for in 2010 - and the forward believes it has 
put potential suitors off. 

“There’s times where it has become a sticking point,” said Deeney. “Peo¬ 
ple go like ‘We’re going to pay X amount of money’ but then Watford say 
‘We’ve got to give X amount to Walsall’. There’s been times where I’ve 
tried to speak to (Saddlers chairman) Jeff Bonser and try to, you know, be 
sensible. 

“But I understand a million per cent from his point of view, he’s like ‘We 
asked for this, this is what we’re getting’. It’s just business at the end of the 
day but I think that ship is long sailed now.” 


Online service just 
the ticket for fans 

WOLVERHAMPTON Speedway have launched a new online ticket service 
for supporters ahead of the 2018 season. Supporters can now purchase 
tickets for home meetings in advance using wolverhamptonspeedway.co/ 
boxoffice 

The service is operated in conjunction with ticketarena.co.uk 

The move gives fans added convenience and will speed entry up on ar¬ 
rival at the turnstiles as the Parrys International Wolves battle for SGB 
Premiership glory. Opening night at Monmore is on Monday March 26 
against a powerhouse Poole side. 

Press and practice is open to the public from 6.30 on Monday March 19 
with the popular pre-season talk-in at the Cleveland Arms the following 
night. 

Club legends Peter Karlsson and Mikael Max were set to fly in from Swe¬ 
den for a special ‘Wolves Brothers’ show at the Cleveland Arms on Sunday, 
but have rescheduled for July 19. 
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Yozza out of 
darts FA Cup 
in round four 

BLACK Country darts player Jamie 
Hughes bowed out of the UK Open at 
the fourth-round stage. 

Tipton ace Hughes averaged 95 in 
his first PDC major tournament since 
switching from rival organisation the 
BDO. 

‘Yozza’ pushed Ian White, but the 
Stoke thrower squeezed through to 
reach the last 16 at Butlin’s, Minehead. 

Jason Lowe, from Cradley Heath, en¬ 
joyed an excellent qualifying campaign 
in Wigan two weeks ago, meaning he 
came up against John Scott in the sec¬ 
ond round. 

A crucial 116 finish in the fifth leg of 
the match broke the Scott throw and put 
Lowe on the way to confirming his place 
in the last 32 of the ‘FA Cup of darts’. 
But he then fell 10-5 to Chris Dobey. 

‘Flying Scotsman’ Gary Anderson 
won the tournament, beating Australian 
Corey Cadby in Sunday’s final. 

Joining the 96 professionals for the 
three-day tournament were 32 wildcards 
made up of qualifiers from Riley’s Sports 
bars, including four from the chain’s 
Wolverhampton venue. 

John Morris, of Wolverhampton, 
bowed out in the opening round to for¬ 
mer world champion John Part, while 
Dudley’s Liam Kelly also fell at the first 
hurdle, 6-0 to Liam Humphries, who 
then knocked out Wednesfield’s Wayne 
Jones. 

Mark Craddock of Cannock, and An¬ 
drew Pullen, both made the second 
round, beaten by Ryan Meikle and Na¬ 
than Aspinall respectively. 

First defeat for 
Stourbridge opens 
up indoor league 

STOURBRIDGE lost to Oldswinford in 
the final over to end their unbeaten start 
to the WCB Indoor Cricket League. 

Runs were hard to find as Stourbridge, 
batting first, totalled 87-4 with Matt 
Bradley hitting 39 and Scott Ludlam 25. 

Oldswinford lost two wickets in the 
first three overs for just 16. A tight finish 
looked in store until Paddy Addis (28 no) 
joined Matt Watts (35 no) and the former 
hit the winning runs in the 12th over. 

In the other game, Pedmore (131-5) 
lost to Coombes Wood (132-2) with an 
over remaining. 

Pedmore started positively and lost a 
wicket to a run out on 37. John Hurd- 
man (27) joined Paul Taylor (41 no) and 
a large total looked likely. With Taylor’s 
retirement they lost John Wenham but 
Matt Porter scored an enterprising 22. 
Taylor re-entered the fray and pushed 
up the total. 

In reply, Coombes Wood went after the 
bowling with Carl Whyte 28 no and Dan 
Jones 26 no. After they retired, Pedmore 
were unable to stem the flow of runs, 
and, with a quickfire Mike Langford 20, 
Coombes Wood won within 11 overs. 


Backing puts sisters on right track 



Iris, Councillor Paul Moore and Josie 


TWO sisters are making huge 
strides in their bid to become top 
international athletes - after be¬ 
ing backed by Sandwell’s Gifted 
and Talented scheme. 

Josie and Iris Oliarnyk, who 
both represent Halesowen Ath¬ 
letic & Cycle Club, have been 
backed by the Sandwell Council 
programme and have made huge 
improvements to get to national 
and international standards. 

Josie, aged 15, is currently sec¬ 
ond in the UK for her age group 
at long jump and recently com¬ 
peted for England in Bratislava. 


She competed in the British 
Championship in Birmingham 
against the likes of Olympic ath¬ 
lete Katarina Johnson-Thomp- 
son. 

Iris, 14, is Midland Champion 
for the shot and ranked second 
in the UK for triple jump. At the 
recent Midland Championships 
she achieved two personal bests, 
in the shot and the triple jump. 

There was more success at the 
England Athletics Age Group na¬ 
tionals in Sheffield as Josie came 
fourth overall with a long jump 
of 6.02 metres, a new personal 


best, with Iris coming second in 
the triple jump, also with a per¬ 
sonal best of 11.99 metres mak¬ 
ing her second in the UK. 

They have been supported by 
the Gifted and Talented scheme 
and cabinet member Council¬ 
lor Paul Moore said: “It is very 
pleasing to hear that these very 
talented sisters are making such 
a mark in their chosen events.” 

So far 18 people have been 
supported giving them help to 
compete in sports, including ath¬ 
letics, swimming, hockey, tennis, 
gymnastics and karate. 


HUGHES 
FOR THE 


SIGNS 

YELTZ 



New signing Lee Hughes with management team John Hill and Matt Clarke 


HALESOWEN Town have se¬ 
cured the signing of ex-Bag- 
gies star Lee Hughes. 

The striker, who netted 99 times in 
237 league and cup appearances over 
two spells at the Hawthorns, will bring 
a much-needed boost to the Yeltz for¬ 
ward line. 

Hughes began his career with Kidderminster 
Harriers before The Baggies paid a fee that rose to 
£380,000. He joined Coventry City for £5,000,001, 
a fee that triggered his release clause, before re¬ 
turning to West Brom in 2002 for £2.5million. 

Since then, Hughes has played for Blackpool, 
Oldham Athletic, Notts County and Port Vale 
before dropping out of the football league to join 
Forest Green Rovers and also had a spell at Tel¬ 
ford before becoming joint player/manager at 
Worcester City. In a 20-year career, the 41-year- 
old Smethwick-born striker has scored more than 
350 goals. 

Hughes joins Ahmed Ali and Daniel Byrnes as 
new acquisitions at Halesowen. 

Popular 

Ali, a 27-year-old central midfielder, has signed 
from Bromsgrove Sporting, where he was a popu¬ 
lar figure. Ali said: “I leave Bromsgrove Sporting 
with a heavy heart. But I would like to personally 
thank John Hill and Matt Clarke for their efforts 
in allowing me to join Halesowen Town Football 
Club. 

“I believe this is a good step in my footballing 
career and I am looking forward to the challenge 
ahead.” 

Former Wales youth international Daniel 
Byrnes, who began his career at Oldham Athletic, 
joined the club from Clitheroe. 

Aged 21, he has won international honours for 
Wales at under-15, under-16 and under-17 levels. 

All three new signings are in contention for a 


place in Saturday’s squad as the Yeltz travel to 
Ashton United. 

Meanwhile, a number of ex-Baggies players will 
line up at The Grove for a tribute match to former 
Albion club mascot Richard Eades next month. 
The 42-year-old, who donned the Albi bird suit 
for a decade, died in December. He had worked 
at Albion since his teenage years. A match in his 
memory will be held on Sunday, April 29 with the 
likes of Andy Johnson, Kevin Donovan, Darren 


Moore, Sean Gregan and Geoff Horsfield all set 
to feature. 

Tickets are £5. Close pal Dave Challoner, who 
plays Baggie Bird, has helped to organise the 
event. He said: “It’s a chance for everyone to 
come and enjoy a day of football and fun in mem¬ 
ory of Eadesy. 

“All the money raised will go towards Eadesy’s 
children, who have been dealt a cruel blow in los¬ 
ing their dad so early in their lives.” 


New car has 
motoring ace 
Neal purring 



Matt Neal’s new motor 

STOURBRIDGE racer Matt Neal says 
he cannot wait to get behind the wheel 
of his new Halford Yuasa Honda Civic 
Type R for the start of the British Tour¬ 
ing Car Championship. 

The covers were lifted on Neal’s Type 
R at Parcmotor Castelloli, just outside 
Barcelona. It will be subjected to a near 
week-long test at the circuit ahead of the 
2018 Dunlop MSA British Touring Car 
Championship. 

Triple BTCC champion Neal and new 
signing Dan Cammish are scheduled to 
get their first taste of the car in Spain, 
before heading home to Brands Hatch 
and Donington Park for further track¬ 
time and development. 

The team will unveil the 2018 livery 
at their brand-new factory on March 22. 

The championship’s official season 
launch is at Donington Park, on March 
27. The opening rounds are at Brands 
Hatch on April 7 and 8. 

Neal, from Stourbridge, said: “I can’t 
wait to jump in and get out on track.” 

Leaders' four-goal 
salvo hits Classboys 

Altrincham 4 Stourbridge 1 

GLASSBOYS slumped to a heavy defeat 
at title-chasing Altrincham on Tuesday 
night, a four-goal first half blast doing 
the damage. 

It took the Premier Division leaders 
13 minutes to open their tally through 
Connor Hampson. The advantage was 
doubled just two minutes later by James 
Poole, who added his second on 25 min¬ 
utes. The fourth came seven minutes be¬ 
fore the break through John Johnston. 

A power cut threatened to halt the 
rampant leaders in their stride. But the 
second half was played and Glassboys 
Luke Shearer scored the only goal. 
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of newspapers in 
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